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PREFACE 


On September 25, 1985, Governor George Deukmejian signed 
into law A B 2104 (Chapter 965 of the Statutes of 1985) 

This legislation established, under the administration of 
the California State Archives, a State Government Oral 
History Program "to provide through the use of oral history 
a continuing documentation of state policy development as 
reflected in California's legislative and executive 
history " 

The following interview is one of a series of oral histones 
undertaken for inclusion m the state program These 
interviews offer insights into the actual workings of both 
the legislative and executive processes and policy 
mechanisms They also offer an increased understanding of 
the men and women who create legislation and implement state 
development in California state government and of how both 
the legislative and executive branches of government deal 
with issues and problems facing the state 

Interviewees are chosen primarily on the basis of their 
contributions to and influence on the policy process of the 
state of California They include members of the 
legislative and executive branches of the state government 
as well as legislative staff, advocates, members of the 
media, and other people who played significant roles in 
specific issue areas of major and continuing importance to 
California 

By authorizing the California State Archives to work 
cooperatively with oral history units at California colleges 
and universities to conduct interviews, this program is 
structured to take advantage of the resources and expertise 
in oral history available thorugh California's several 
institutionally based programs 
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historical information available on given topics and 
allowing for more thorough historical analysis As such, 
the program, through the preservation and publication of 
interviews such as the one which follows, will be of lasting 
value to current and future generations of scholars, 
critizens, and leaders 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY 


Steven A Merksamer was born June 16, 1947 m 
Sacramento, California Mr Merksamer attended public 
schools in Sacramento through the ninth grade He graduated 
from the Robert Louis Stevenson School m Monterey, 
California While at this private school Mr Merksamer was 
elected to several student body offices and worked on behalf 
of President Lyndon B Johnson in a mock election at the 
school 

After graduation from high school Mr Merksamer 
attended Claremont Men’s College in Pomona College, from 
which he graduated with honors, and where he majored m 
government At this time he became a Republican and was 
elected president of the campus Young Republicans 
Organization In 1966 Mr Merksamer was Sacramento County 
chairman of "Youth for Reagan" and also worked on the 
campaign of Houston I Flournoy for state controller Among 
his other political experiences during this period were 
working for minority leader and then [California State 
Assembly] Speaker Robert Monagan, running the 1968 
congressional campaign of E J Duffy against Congressman 
John Moss, and working as a senior staff assistant for Lt 
Governor Ed Reinecke 

After an early career as a campaign worker and staff 
person, Mr Merksamer graduated from the McGeorge School of 
Law After graduation from law school Mr Merksamer joined 
the California Attorney General's Office as a deputy 
attorney general With the election of George Deukmejian as 
attorney general m 1978, Mr Merksamer was appointed to the 
newly created position of special assistant attorney 
general, overseeing all the important litigation m the 
department 

In 1982 he served as policy director for Mr 
Deukmejian's campaign for governor In the last month of 
the campaign he became campaign manager and directed the 
transition from the Brown to the Deukmejian administrations 
He was appointed chief of staff to the governor m January 
1983 and held that position until May 1987 when he resigned 


in 



to enter private law practice After leaving the Deukmejian 
administration he continued to be called by the governor for 
advice 

Since 1987 Mr Merksamer has been the senior government 
law partner at Nielsen, Merksamer, Pannello, Mueller and 
Naylor in Sacramento, California 
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April 11, 1994] 

1, Side A] 

Good morning, Mr Merksamer 
Good morning 

I want to start the interview by asking you 
about your family background, about when your 
family immigrated to the United States 
My grandparents are all immigrants On the 
Merksamer side, they came here basically from 
Germany and Austria m the early twentieth 
century On my mother's side, her maiden name 
was Fahn, my grandfather, Isadore Fahn, 
actually came here about 1913 or 1914 
Why did they leave, do you know 7 
Well, first of all, sure I know On both sides 
of my family my grandparents are Jewish, and 
they lived in Austria and Germany and this was 
before Hitler, but it was still not a good time 
for Jews in Europe In the case of my 
grandfather, he came here when he was about 
sixteen or seventeen to kind of check out the 
country He came here with nothing, went to 
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New York liked what he saw, went back to 
Europe, and persuaded his brothers to come out 
here which they later did They were all 
basically ensconced m the San Francisco- 
Sacramento area by about 1918, 1919 My great¬ 
grandfather Herschel and his wife, Chana, 
stayed m Germany 
On the Merksamer side 7 

No, on the Fahn side They actually were in a 
concentration camp, were put m jail Well, it 
wasn't really a concentration camp like 
Auschwitz, they were put m jail and 

This was during the Austro-Hungarian 
period 7 

No, this was 1939, see, they stayed The 
children were now over m America, but my great 
grandparents stayed In 1939, they were 
jailed, and my grandfather, through the 
exercise of a great deal of political arm- 
twisting and I think some bribery, was able to 
get them out of jail They bribed the guards 
Do you know the details of that 7 
I know some of the details And brought them 
out and they were actually on what was probably 
the last boat out of Europe to America m 1939 
They stayed in Sacramento until they died m 
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the late 1940s Then on my grandmother's side, 
my grandfather was a Fahn He was married to 
Sarah Fahn, who used to be Sarah Brecher, and 
in her case, she came here also alone m about 
1921 She left her entire family in Europe 
My grandparents were married in 1923 My 
mother was born in 1924 Now, my grandmother's 
father died when he was very young, m his late 
thirties She had, I think, one brother and 
two sisters Other than the one brother, who 
got out and went to South America, the rest of 
her family perished m the concentration camps, 
her mother, her sisters, and, of course, all of 
her aunts and uncles and everybody else in her 
family So I grew up with those kinds of 
stories She's still alive She is ninety- 
three years old She's living here in 
Sacramento Other than her one brother with 
whom she lost contact and never saw again, but 
knows he got out m South America somewhere, 
she is the only living person of that family 
Everyone else perished m the concentration 
camps 

On my father's side, I don't really know 
what happened to them I know that his father, 
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MERKSAMER whose name was Samuel Merksamer came here 

because it was very difficult being Jewish m 
Germany, this was even before Hitler 

My grandfather, Isadore Fahn came to 
Sacramento He was m the pelt and wool 
business, he was a wool buyer, not a retailer 
He bought and sold pelts and wool He had a 
little store over on Front Street here, not a 
store, really, but a little place to do 
business He had terrible allergies and when 
he was about thirty-nine or forty, he decided 
he had enough and would just retire, and 
essentially he retired at age forty-one He 
had some property and became quite a stock 
market expert and made a substantial living off 
buying and selling stocks He was a very 
charitable man and during his lifetime, he was 
able to give away a substantial sum of money 
They were very active m the Jewish community 
here m Sacramento My grandfather was a major 
part of Mosaic Law Congregation here m 
Sacramento, and actually, he and his brothers 
along with maybe one or two other families were 
the largest financial donors to that 
institution He lived until he was about 
ninety-three and then he passed away, which was 
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about 1985 I don't know if you want to get 
into this, but I would say that he probably had 
more of an influence on me than anybody 
I would like to get into it 

OK My grandfather on my father's side died 
when my dad was seventeen All of them were 
very similar, they were shopkeepers They were 
not educated people They came to America with 
nothing They struggled to learn a new 
language, make new friends, eke out a living 
My grandfather on the Merksamer side, I think, 
was actually a peddler, he started what amounts 
to a second-hand shop, or a pawn shop here in 
Sacramento, and then he passed away when my 
dad Ralph Merkasamer, was seventeen My dad 
couldn't go to college because he had to work 
to support the family, and my dad took that 
little store and created with his brother, 
Walter [Merksamer], the second or third largest 
family-owned jewelry chain in the state He 
started from a pawn shop The only education 
my dad really had other than high school was 
when World War II came, my dad went to Officer 
Candidate School He said that's where he 
really got his education He was a company 
commander and actually commanded a black 
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company At that point they were segregated 
and they would have white officers command 
entire black companies, he was one of the 
officers selected to do that, and he fought m 
Europe He landed on Normandy, not on D-day, 
but on, I forget whether it was D-six or D- 
seven, one of the later waves, and used to tell 
us a lot of stories about that, and then 
Could I interrupt you 7 

Sure 

I want to jump ahead just a little I know 
that we will talk later about your close 
association with Governor [George] Deukmejian, 
and I know you were a very trusted aide of his 
and you had a close rapport with him I am 
wondering as you tell the stories of your great 
grandparents and their extermination in the 
Nazi Holocaust, Governor Deukmejian is 
Armenian, and of course his grandparents were 
exterminated by the Turks in their own 
Holocaust 
Right 

Would this account, do you think, for any of 
the rapport between the two of you 7 
I would say it would account for a great deal 
of it Oh sure, we are going to get to 
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Governor Deukmejian later on, but the thing 
about George is that we never really knew each 
other even though I had been active m politics 
for many years We never knew each other until 
he was elected attorney general I happened to 
be a deputy attorney general, and we got to 
know each other that way, actually through 
[Michael] Mike Franchetti, but we immediately 
bonded I would say that one of the principal 
sources of bonding between us was the fact that 
we had similar family histories because his 
family was very similar to mine He came here 
out of a genocide experience, he grew up with 
those stories, just like I grew up with stories 
of the Holocaust, and we talked about it 
frequently We talked about it a lot 
Could you tell me how you discussed it 7 
I don't remember the first time we discussed 
it Well, actually, I sort of do, I think that 
it was shortly after he convinced me to stay in 
the attorney general's office I wanted to 
leave and go to private practice at the time, 
[but instead] I become special assistant 
attorney general, which was a newly created 
position that he essentially created for me 
We were in Washington, D C , and this was very 
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early in our relationship, 1979 I remember we 
were there for an attorney general*s conference 
and we were out to dinner, just the two of us, 
and we started talking about our respective 
families We had a very intense hour or hour 
and a half conversation about the genocide 
You know, when they asked Hitler how—I am sure 
you know this—he can get away with 
exterminating the Jews, he said, "It's easy, 
look what happened to the Armenians Nobody 
raised a peep, so who's going to raise a peep 
here 7 " And that's true So we spent a lot of 
time discussing that and discussing the impact 
that it had on both of our lives His father 
died when he was relatively young, but his 
mother was still alive, m fact, his mother 
just passed away about two weeks ago, but he 
was profoundly influenced by that experience as 
I was 

What is the nature of the influence 7 The 
nature of the influence is simple, you learn 
very quickly what*s important in life and what 
is not important in life What's important m 
life, and these are the things we discussed—is 
freedom, and faith, and family, and friendship 
And once you get past those things, nothing 
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else much matters A holocaust experience, or 
a genocide experience can teach you that 
People focus on whether they get elected to 
something, or whether they get their name m 
the paper, or whether they are earning a lot of 
money, and all of those things when you come 
right down to it are not worth very much 
compared to the four things I just mentioned 
Those are the kinds of things we talked about, 
and I would say in both our cases, those are 
the values that our parents and our 
grandparents hammered into us because those are 
things that nobody can take away, not even a 
government 

So, that clearly played a significant 
role, indeed a major role, m the fact that 
George and I became such close friends, we 
still are My son [Philip Merksamer] is 
thirteen years old, so in the Jewish religion, 
you have something called the Bar Mitzvah, and 
his is coming up in a month, and George and 
Gloria [Deukmejian] are coming m for it from 
Los Angeles They are still very, very close 
We will always be close 
You mentioned your grandfather being an 
influence on you 


SENEY 
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Well, my grandfather, his name was Isadore Fahn 
and we used to call him Papoo, he was just a 
remarkable man First of all, he was totally 
self-taught When he came to America, he 
didn't know the language He came here, as I 
said, when he was sixteen or so He did not 
have any higher education He taught himself 
English in about three months He wanted to 
learn, so within a short period of time, with 
what money he had, he bought a set of 
Encyclopedia Bntannica . which I still have 
That is because I took such an interest m this 
that when he passed away, my uncle, his son and 
my mother, his daughter, thought that I should 
have them So I have them, and they are 
original, they are a 1917 or 1918 set of 
Encyclopedia Bntannica He read them from A 
to Z 

I went to a pretty exclusive private high 
school and I went to what is considered to be a 
fine private college I graduated from law 
school I became the chief of staff to the 
governor at age thirty-four, was special 
assistant to the attorney general of the state 
of California at age thirty, and I don't feel 
that I have achieved nearly what he was able to 
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achieve He was able to basically teach 
himself everything, he was far more literate 
and knowledgeable than I ever thought I could 
be He was also a religious scholar He was 
what you would call a Talmudic scholar Of 
course, he could read Hebrew, and could speak 
Hebrew He was fluent in Yiddish He was 
fluent in German, and he was fluent in English, 
and he was extraordinarily knowledgeable in 
terms of history So, if you want to talk 
about the roots of Judaism or Christianity, the 
comparisons between the two, if you want to 
talk about any period of history, he was 
extraordinarily well-read It was always 
amazing to me because it was all self-taught 
Here is a guy that didn't know the English 
language when he came here 

He also was, as I said, very financially 
successful, although he lived extremely 
modestly For the first years of his marriage, 
he and my grandmother lived in a rented house 
In 1934 he bought a home in Old Land Park, 
that's the home he died m My grandmother 
still owns the home They lived 
extraordinarily modestly I cannot tell you 
how simply he lived He had virtually no 
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luxuries They never had a dishwasher They 
washed their dishes by hand I am trying to 
think, maybe towards the end, they bought a 
portable dishwasher which they would use when 
they had the family over and they had a large 
gathering They were just extremely modest 
In fact, I remember a situation, which 
sort of burns in my memory It was during the 
time when I was chief of staff to the governor 
and my grandfather used to come downtown all 
the time He was in his late eighties and 
nearly ninety, and he would take the bus He 
would go to the bank and then go to the stock 
market and check the stocks, and then walk 
around He would go to the Senior Citizens 
home down on 27th or 28th, which is free to the 
public It was that kind of thing, where you 
pay three dollars a year to join He would 
play cards with all of his buddies who would 
hang out at that Senior Citizen Club House, 
it's not a Senior Citizen home, but a Senior 
Citizen Club House in the park I was walking 
downtown, actually over by the Sutter Club, 
down here about Ninth Street, and I am chief of 
staff for the governor, and my grandfather is 
walking down the street and we start talking 
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would say came out of Goodwill Industries I 
remember that there were some people around me 
that tried to shield me from my own 
grandfather They thought he was a bum 
although he is clean-shaven and everything 
The way that he was dressed, they thought that 
he was a panhandler He was my grandfather, 
and I had to explain to those folks that no, 
this is my grandfather He was worth a great 
deal of money, most of which he gave away 
That is just how he lived 

If you're into religion at all, you know 
that the essence of Judaism is not so much what 
you believe, but how you live your life, and 
what you ought to strive for is to live a 
righteous life, a good life, and one m which 
you manifest charity and compassion and 
integrity, and those types of qualities My 
grandfather lived that life And it is very 
interesting because he died the way some people 
would say that righteous people die He was 
ninety-three years old, he had all of his 
faculties, he was totally with it He was 
living at home with his wife It was in the 
morning, he had breakfast, took a walk, watered 
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grandmother that he was feeling a little tired 
so he would just lie down and take a little nap 
on the couch He went and laid down and didn't 
wake up, which is a very nice way to go 

My dad was very much involved m building 
a business, and it was not easy building a 
retail business m the fifties and the sixties 
He worked very, very hard, so I spent a great 
deal of time with my grandparents I used to 
sleep over there, maybe twice a week, sometimes 
three times a week Whenever my parents 
traveled, my grandparents would always come 
over to our house, my grandmother would take 
care of us Growing up and as an adult until I 
got married—I didn't get married until I was 
thirty—I would eat over at my grandparents' 
house at least twice a week When I studied 
for the bar exam and even took the bar exam, I 
went to my grandmother's house to have lunch 
the day I took the bar exam Obviously, when 
you spend so much time with somebody, you have 
many, many conversations We used to go on 
walks all the time, and you know, there is a 
tremendous influence there I mean I really 
spent more time with my grandparents than I did 
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with my own parents I don't want to minimize 
the role my parents played m my life They 
had a very profound impact, but the fact is I 
spent more time with my grandparents than I did 
with my own parents 

My father was remarkable, too, but he was 
remarkable in a different way than my 
grandfather He was a very remarkable man, my 

grandfather He had a tremendous influence on 

a tremendous number of young people in the 
Jewish community in Sacramento Because he 
came out of that environment m Europe, and he 
was to some extent, ghettoized, he didn't have 
a lot of non-Jewish friends He had some, his 
buddies at the Senior Citizens, for example, I 
don't think any of them were Jewish, and he had 
a great time with all of them, but he was 
really an integral part of the Jewish community 
of Sacramento 

Was that the focus of his charitable 
activities’ 

Yes, virtually exclusively 

What did he do in terms of charitable 

activities’ 

Well, he basically was a major benefactor to 
the synagogue, the one he belonged to, and I 
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would say he contributed to twenty-five or 
thirty, maybe thirty-five, Jewish charities a 
year in significant amounts But if you asked 
me how much he gave away, it was seven figures 
Per year? 

Not per year, but in total, oh, yes, well m 
excess of seven figures My father was also 
very charitable, but gave to a much broader 
group of charities, more community chanties, 
but also Jewish charities My grandparents 
were exclusively focused on the Jewish 
community I remember him telling me that when 
he came here the only people that would really 
help him were Jews, and he felt a need to pay 
back the Jewish community and to the extent 
that he could help people kind of get started, 
he would do that Irwin Weintraub here owns 
Irwin's Clothing Store, and Malcolm Weintraub, 
who is a senior partner in a major law firm 
here, tell me the story—I didn't hear this 
from my grandfather—that when their father 
came to Sacramento, he needed a little help I 
am a little unclear whether he needed a place 
to work out of, a place to physically set up 
his clothing store, or whether he needed a 
loan, or whether it was both, but they make it 
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very clear to me that my grandfather got him 
started, either with one or both of those 
things, and refused to permit himself to be 
paid back I have stories like that coming to 
me all the time Even today people tell me 
that my grandfather played a big part m their 
life, things that I never knew about 
How do you think that he has influenced you 
specifically in terms of the way you conduct 
your self ** By the way, when you began to talk 
about your grandfather, I see tears in your 
eyes 

Yes, whenever I talk about him I have tears 
Has he influenced me ? Well, I think that, my 
personal view is that—I don't want to sound 
sanctimonious or holier than thou—I don't 
pretend to be that, but I think it is very 
important m terms of how you conduct your 
life With me the priorities that I listed 
earlier are the priorities that matter to me 
I would say that I have had a desire to 
participate in public policy making ever since 
I was a little boy and that came from my 
grandfather 
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I've always been imbued with, and this comes 
from him more than anyone else, a desire to 
impact public policy in a wise and intelligent 
way With the theory that if good people 
abdicate responsibility and refuse to 
participate in the political process, then you 
leave it to the others Government has the 
facility to do good things, but history teaches 
us that government also has the facility the 
ability to do terrible things and, therefore, 
it is very important to participate My father 
and my mother were much more business oriented, 
and I think, would have preferred me to either 
go into the jewelry business or practice law 
and do well financially For my grandfather, I 
was glad to see him live to see me do what I 
was able to do in terms of public service 
because I know that it was very meaningful to 
him When you think about it—I have already 
told you kind of where he came from—what he 
went through, to live to see that his grandson 
would become the chief of staff to the governor 
of California I used to tell him that 
obviously I spent a lot of time with President 
[George] Bush and President [Ronald] Reagan, 
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and in the course of this job, I had 
opportunities to sit down in serious 
discussions with people like President 
[Francois] Mitterrand of France and the 
Prime Minister of Japan [Yasuhiro Nakasone] and 
[Prime Minister of England] Margaret Thatcher 
and people like that I told this to my 
grandfather, and he was amazed that this could 
be happening in his lifetime 

In the other qualities, I am a very, I 
don’t think the right word is religious, but I 
am a very spiritual person I am not religious 
in the sense that I do all the things that you 
are supposed to do if you are an orthodox Jew, 
or something like that, but I am a spiritual 
person I believe that everybody comes to 
terms with their own relationship with God, and 
I believe that I have or that I am m the 
process of doing that, and it is an ongoing 
thing But that’s very important to me 
Family was the most important thing to my 
grandfather and the only thing that he cared 
about really when you look at it objectively, 
the thing that he cared about the most is the 
thing that I care about the most Because if 
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you are not there for your family, who are you 
going to be there for 9 

Then the other quality that I mentioned is 
friendship My experience is that people have 
a very difficult time, particularly men, being 
true friends with one another, or being 
intimate with one another, and that's something 
that I think that I have done, that is very 
important to me I have spent time m 
developing friendships which, m my case, are 
lifelong, and I think that's very important I 
don't think I've done this on my own I think 
that there's a part of him m me that has 
caused me to be that way I haven't talked to 
you much about my father yet, but my father had 
a different quality that was also very 
remarkable in the sense that my father had more 
personal integrity than anybody 
Is your father still alive 9 

No I don't know how to describe it, but he 
became a wealthy man, he again inherited very 
little He built a major business He was, by 
most people's standards, a wealthy man, and 
yet, my father did it the old-fashioned way, 
through sheer hard work and unbelievable 
integrity I talk to people that knew my 



21 


MERKSAMER father and the thing that comes out about him, 
and the thing that he impressed on me more than 
anything else is that success, be it m the 
political arena, or financial success, or any 
other type of so-called, success can be 
reached, actually must be reached, m a manner 
that is compatible with honor, or the success 
isn't really success That is something that 
my father felt very strongly about, we used to 
talk about it all the time I always wanted 
him to go into public life He was asked—he 
was president of the Better Business Bureau of 
Sacramento m 1959—and he was asked I know 
people talked to him about the possibility of 
running for mayor or running for city council, 
doing things like that, but he always felt that 
politics were basically worthless It was a 
dishonorable profession and that while you can 
achieve success in business and remain faithful 
to principles of honesty and integrity, it is 
very difficult to do that m political life 

My dad didn't necessarily like to step out 
[into public life] although he did once It 
was a remarkable time My dad was an avid 
golfer, a very good golfer, even up to right 
before he passed away He played golf very 
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well He was a very good athlete generally 
The country club here in Sacramento was Del 
Paso Del Paso discriminated against Jews, so 
my father and a number of other people formed 
another club called Northndge which is now a 
major club It was not exclusively a Jewish 
club, m fact, it was just a club that didn't 
discriminate but it did have some Jewish 
members, a few, of which my dad was one My 
dad was one of the founders of that club 
Well, after the club became very successful m 
about seven or eight years, there was a sense 
among some of the membership that there were 
too many Jewish people m the club, even though 
there were probably only eight or nine 
What year are we talking about 7 
I would say this was probably m 1959, 1958, 
1960 maybe, no later than that My dad 
actually led the fight, he had to put it all on 
the line which was difficult for him to do He 
led the fight to keep the club non- 
discnmmatory, which he did It is a non- 
discrimmatory club And so, where do you want 
to go 7 

Does that surprise you that as late as 1959 
this sort of battle has to be fought here 7 Did 
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that surprise your father that that was a 
battle that had to be fought^ 

No In my view it's a battle that will always 
have to be fought, it's a battle that is 
foughttoday I will tell you a story that 
happened to me that had a profound impact on 
me I have only told this story once and it 
ended up in print I'll give you a copy of the 

story if you want It actually ended up as a 

front page story m the San Diego Union, their 
political reporter got me going on this I 
went away—there is a whole lot of reasons why 
I did—but I went away to school when I was 
fourteen to a private high school in Pebble 
Beach, the Robert Louis Stevenson School I 
went there as a sophomore, and that was the 
first time that they admitted Jews or a 
significant number of Jews, actually, we had 
four or five in 1963, and here I was fourteen 
years old and away from home with a bunch of 
strangers They had all been together as 
freshmen and I came there as a sophomore And 
if I get emotional here, and I do tend to get 
emotional when I tell this story, I apologize 
But in my first three or four weeks there, and 
I had never seen any anti-Semitism m my life 
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up until that point— the other students drew 
the Star of David on doors Some of the kids 
took lighter fluid and in the dormitory halls 
put a Star of David m lighter fluid, and then 
lit it, so it would be a flaming Star of David 
Then a friend of mine who was Jewish got beat 
up, and I wrote my father a letter, and I said 
"What do I do 9 This is a very new experience 
for me, and I don't know if I should leave I 
don't know what this means I don't know how 
to handle this, give me some advice " And by 
the way, I was never beat up or anything It 
wasn't necessarily directed at me, it was just 
generalized stuff 

So my father wrote me back a brilliant 
letter which I have to this day This was m 
1963, so this letter is how old 9 Thirty years 9 
Thirty or thirty-one years I carried it m my 
wallet for probably twenty-five years, and then 
it started to weather My wife [Linda Snyder 
Merksamer] pointed out that there is moisture 
in my wallet It's crazy, so now I have it m 
a safe But the thrust of the letter was that 
you're fourteen years old, fifteen, whatever I 
was, and there is going to come a point in your 
life where you have to decide who you are, what 
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whatever it is, and you are going to have to 
stand firm m that choice "Basically,” he 
said, "You have to decide what you want to do 
with this You can come home, but you will 
probably be running from something difficult 
the rest of your life, or you can chose to do 
something about it Let me know what you 
think " It was sort of like that He did say 
that a lot of kids say things and do things at 
that age that they don't necessarily mean and, 
therefore, recognize that A lot of people say 
things and they don't understand the 
implications of them Anyway, it was a 
profound letter The bottom line is this 

Shortly after that, I decided to run for 
junior class president I was in a prep school 
situation I don't know how much you know 
about prep schools In a private high school 
type situation being class president is a big 
deal because you become kind of part of the 
administration, like a prefect, you have a role 
to play with the younger kids I didn't think 
I had a chance of winning because, first of 
all, I didn't view myself as particularly 
popular I was not a great athlete, which are 
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those kinds of things, and I was actually 
running against the guy that was the most 
popular kid in the class, who was an all-star 
athlete and was very well liked, although he 
happened to be a little bit a part of this 
other group who was hazing some of the Jewish 
kids I don't know if he was actually doing it 
himself, but it was the group that he kind of 
associated with 

Anyway, I decided to run for class 
president I figured I would get two or three 
votes I didn't figure I'd do well at all I 
mean, I was running against clearly the most 
popular guy in the class Anyway, the bottom 
line was I won, and I won with virtually every 
vote m the class He ended up with three or 
four votes I think that the lesson I learned 
there is you have to put it on the line When 
you do put it on the line, and you're right, 
when you are standing for principle, people 
will do what's right I don't think they 
necessarily voted for me because they liked me 
or anything like that They were basically 
sending a message that they wanted that 
nonsense to stop My dad's letter, together 
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with the way that caused me to actually get 
active m campus government and student 
politics, had a big impact on me The bottom 
line is that I ended up running for a second 
term junior class president I won that I 
ran for student body president I won that 
Jews weren't even admitted into this school 
before, and now a Jewish kid is student body 
president of this exclusive very WASP private 
high school in Pebble Beach, California It 
was quite an interesting experience 
So, the discrimination really provoked you into 
running for office 
It did, totally 

I want to talk some more about the school 

because I know you were also president of the 

Young Republicans there 

That was at Claremont 

Oh, that was at Claremont, I'm sorry 

Yes 

But, I want to ask you about your grandmother 
again and mother Tell me about them, too 
First of all, my grandmother My dad's 

father, you know, died when he was seventeen, 
so I didn't know him My dad's mother died 
when I was about ten, she was very sick My 
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dad used to visit her all the time, but I never 
really knew her And then my [maternal] 
grandmother was a remarkable person’ Don't get 
me started about her because I get real 
emotional She is still alive 

When you say you're going to get emotional, you 
really do The tape won't convey this, but 
your eyes are filling with tears, and your chin 
is kind of quivering This is exactly the kind 
of thing we want to get out of the first part 
of the interview, the influence that makes up 
your life, and, obviously, it is your parents 
and your grandparents We do want to hear 
about her 

Well, she was just remarkable She came here 
with nothing, her entire family was wiped out 
by the Nazis, including her mom She has never 
in her life, and she is ninety-three years old, 
shown any bitterness or any hatred as a result 
of that experience I think that a normal 
person would be bitter, but she never talked 
about it 

She never discussed it 7 

She talked about it, but she talked about it m 
terms of being thankful that we are here, let's 
be thankful that we have what we have My 
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grandmother is a very virtuous, rare person, 
just totally genuine, totally sweet, totally 
nice Her job in life was to take care of my 
grandfather, to take care of her children, to 
take care of her grandchildren and that's it 
Selfless Totally selfless, no ego No 
interest in money Her brother's brother-in- 
law, who my grandfather brought over here, 
became very wealthy people, much wealthier than 
my grandfather Even though my grandfather had 
a seven-figure net worth, my uncles, great 
uncles, had a substantially bigger worth than 
that and they lived it Beautiful big homes, 
and my grandparents had their little, small 
home m Land Park My uncles had the fancy 
cars My grandfather would drive a beat-up old 
Dodge or whatever it was, a Plymouth, and keep 
it for years, they were not interested m 
anything material I don't know too many 
people like that So, she's not doing well 
now She is in a nursing home, she is actually 
healthy, but she had a razor-sharp mind until 
she was ninety She could tell you what she 
did, what she had for lunch in 1922 But now, 

I don't know whether it is Alzheimer's 
[disease] or whether it is because she's had a 
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bunch of little strokes I visit her all the 
time and 

Does she know you 9 

Yes, she does She knows me, and my son who is 
quite talented musically went and played a 
concert for her 
What does he play 9 

He plays the piano He plays the saxophone, 
but he played a piano concert He is quite a 
good piano player, and he played a complete 
concert over at the Gramercy Nursing Home He 
is only twelve and I filmed it He played all 
these songs from "Phantom of the Opera," 
"Aladdin," and things like that She knows 
what's going on She was sitting right there 
and she is enthralled But, she's just a good 
person That was her influence She didn't 
lecture me to be good, she just did good and 
taught by way of example 

My mother is more of a second generation 
person who was very social, has always been 
very social, and very active in the community 
generally, not just the Jewish community My 
mother was very active in the Mercy Guild here 
which is the Catholic Hospital 
Is your mother alive 9 
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Yes, my mother's alive, and within the last 
couple of years, remarried She's a fighter 
to the extent that I get my fight because I am 
very much a fighter, and my competitiveness 
probably came from my mother I remember when 
I was a Junior, and I was talking to my parents 
from a pay phone and said that I am thinking of 
running for student body president, but I am 
sure that I'll lose My dad says, "Well, are 
you sure you want to do this 9 " and blah, blah, 
blah, and my mother said, "Go for it, go do 
it " I have not talked about what kind of kid 
I was I am giving you a perspective of myself 
that is entirely accurate from about age 
fourteen on, but inaccurate before that because 
I was a very frustrated kid, and, therefore, I 
was a difficult kid My mother would dispute 
this, but I disagree with her I was a very 
recalcitrant child I was a discipline problem 
for teachers 

How do you account for it 7 

Well, according to my wife, she thinks that I 
was just very frustrated because she thinks 
that I was bright and wanted to do certain 
things and the teachers wanted to pigeonhole 


me 


I don't know what it was 


I was actually 
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thrown out of sixth grade for a day for being 
insubordinate, and I remember my mother going 
to school and raising all kinds of hell I 
ended up being the speaker at my sixth grade 
commencement I remember that to this day, it 
had a profound impact on me This is another 
thing that had a profound impact on me A 
teacher should never do this, but I remember a 
sixth grade teacher, not mine, but another 
sixth grade teacher, the one I had the trouble 
with, telling my mother that you'd better get 
him enrolled in shop classes and woodwork 
because this kid is not going to college He 
is not going to amount to very much, if 
anything at all, and he better learn a trade, a 
skill He said that right in front of me 
That had a real devastating impact on me, 
because he is not very smart, he's a very 
difficult child I have always wondered, 
particularly, you know, after I did become 
chief of staff for the governor and was 
selected to chair the transition, I got a lot 
of publicity and if he was reading the paper 
and wondered why he was so wrong on that 
particular kid and how many other kids he was 
wrong on But, anyway I was a difficult kid, 
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and that's one of the reasons why I wanted to 
go away to school My parents did not want me 
to go to a private high school 
Side B] 

2, Side A] 

Do you think he was trying to use reverse 
psychology there 7 

No, I don't I think he was just a terrible 
person I mean, that would be a nice way of 
thinking, but I don't think so, I think I was 
a very troubled kid [But] I was very 
interested m political biography, and I was a 
prolific reader My parents told me that I was 
reading the newspapers when I was like five and 
six And I got really into [President John F ] 
Jack Kennedy and [President] Franklin [Delano] 
Roosevelt, remember this was around Kennedy's 
time So I noticed that they all went to 
private schools, and I sort of said to myself 
that if I wanted a political career, which I 
did at the time, that the way to get there is 
to go to private high school, and I tried to 
convince my parents of that I remember my 
father saying, "No son of mine is ever going to 
go to some rich kids' school," and this kind of 
stuff That's why I didn't go in the ninth 
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grade, one of the reasons, there is another 
reason, but that was the main reason 
What was the other reason 9 

I had to convince my parents to send me, but 
also I don't think they would have let me go m 
the ninth grade I think they felt that I was 
too young, and if they were going to do it, it 
would be the tenth grade, or not at all The 
fact of the matter is, I couldn't get m 
because I went down there to talk to the 
headmaster, [Robert] Bob Rickliffs My grades, 
obviously from elementary school, and my 
seventh and eighth grade, were not very good, 
they were not terrible, they were B's and C's 
He said, "How badly do you want to come here 7 " 

I said, "I want to come " He said, "Well then, 
let's see how you can do m the ninth grade " 

I said, "I'll get straight A's " And he said, 
"You're telling me you are going to be able to 
get straight A's 7 " and I said, "Yep " He 
said, "Well, if you get straight A's, you'll 
get m " So, I went to the ninth grade and 
it's the first time my academic career started 
being what it ultimately was I don't remember 
if I got straight A's, or very close to 
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straight A's, but it was like a fundamental 
transformation 

What did your parents say about that* 5 
They said that he obviously wants to go away to 
this school, and we would be derelict in our 
responsibility if we didn't allow him to go I 
did it on my own, and these were all college 
prep courses, too I was taking algebra, 
German, which I needed to take, and it wasn't 
wood shop I did very well in the ninth grade, 
the first time I ever did well in school, and I 
went to Robert Louis Stevenson, and I was a 
good student I wasn't a brilliant student, 
but I was always on the honor roll I was 
always at that school, a B plus student, which 
was not very easy to do I wasn't a scholar, 
but I always from that point on, got decent 
grades 

What motivated you to go to Claremont’ The 
same kind of thinking that these political 
people had been to private schools 9 
Exactly Robert Louis Stevenson was somewhat 
of a Stanford [University] prep school I 
probably could have gone to other places, and 
the one place I considered was Stanford, but 
the problem was that Stanford had a lousy 
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political science department, they still do 
They have a wonderful everything else, in fact, 
my wife is a graduate of Stanford, but they 
were well-known as having a second rate 
Government Department There were three 
schools in the country that were considered to 
have the best political science—government— 
departments and I would say that probably they 
are the three schools today, and that's Cornell 
University, University of Chicago and Claremont 
McKenna College At that point, it was 
Claremont Men's College I did not necessarily 
want to go East and my parents did not want me 
to go East I had been away from home since I 
was fourteen and they did not want me to go all 
the way to the East coast, and so, I decided 
that Claremont was the school I wanted to go 
to They had and still have a very well-known, 
government—political science—department as 
well as economics department That's kind of 
what their specialty is And that's how I 
ended up at Claremont 

Any of your political science—government— 
professors stand out in your mind 9 
Yes The one that does, and whom I am still 
close to is a fellow by the name of Alan 
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Heslop who chaired the Political Science 
Department He is an Englishman, and is a 
brilliant scholar He had a positive impact on 
me, and I did my honors thesis with him But 
the other thing that you'll find interesting is 
that when I was at Stevenson—you see Stevenson 
was a very conservative, Republican-oriented 
school—and it's not well known, but we had a 
mock election m 1964, and I led the fight for 
[President] Lyndon [B ] Johnson At that 
point, I was still a Democrat, my mom was 
always a Democrat My grandparents were always 
Democrats In fact, I think that my 
grandfather in the forties was probably close 
to being a Socialist m terms of his views He 
became much more conservative in his eighties 
and nineties My dad was a Republican, very 
much, I think, because of [President Dwight D ] 
Eisenhower—my dad served under Eisenhower m 
World War II, and was very much an Eisenhower- 
type Republican My mother was very active, 
and one of the very first political experiences 
I remember is my mother doing an election party 
m 1956 for Adlai Stevenson I was very much a 
Kennedy man I was m Youth for Kennedy In 


fact, I was over at the Capitol at age thirteen 
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standing there with a banner down my chest 
saying "Kennedy” when [Governor Edmund G ] Pat 
Brown, who was governor at the time, and Lyndon 
Johnson walked through, and Johnson patted me 
on the head and said, "You're doing a good 
30 b " 

And then, when I went to high school, I 
would say that senior year, right after I led 
the fight for Johnson, I started becoming more 
conservative When I went to Claremont, I 
decided I did not want to be real active in 
campus politics because I thought campus 
politics were not particularly relevant, and 
that if I was going to spend time m politics, 
it ought to be the real thing So, that's when 
I became President of the Young Republicans at 
Claremont One of the first things we did was 
that we dropped out of the Young Republicans 
state organization because they were so right- 
wing So, I became president of the club, and 
within a few months we dropped out of the 
state-wide organization Then while I was m 
Claremont, I devoted all of my extra time to 
real politics 
Doing what*? 
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Well, I became Chairman of "Youth for Reagan" 
m Sacramento County m 1966 Then there was a 
young assemblyman from Claremont who was 
running for state controller at the time by the 
name of [Houston I ] Hugh Flournoy and I went 
into his district office, and asked if I could 
work for him He said, "Yes, I want you to 
talk to my administrative assistant over here 
and see if he has anything for you " So, I met 
his twenty-three-year-old administrative 
assistant I was eighteen at the time His 
name was [Vigo G ] Chip Nielsen [Jr ] He's 
now my partner 
In this law firm 7 

Yes, Nielsen, Merksamer He had just graduated 
from Yale University and had come on as 
Flournoy's administrative assistant, that's 
where Chip and I became friends Then I worked 
on the Flournoy campaign, and you know, miracle 
of miracles, he defeated [California State 
Controller] Alan Cranston I then wrote my 
first political piece which has been published 
by Stanford University Press, called, "Who 
Defeated Alan Cranston 7 " It was the story on 
the Flournoy campaign Then that led me to 
meet a fellow by the name of [Assemblyman] Bob 
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Monagan Bob Monagan was the Republican 
minority leader of the California State 
Assembly The following summer I had the 
opportunity of working as a legislative intern 
in his office 

Then m 1968, a very good friend of my 
father's by the name of [Elmore] E J Duffy, a 
local businessman here m Sacramento, made a 
run for congress against [U S Congressman] 

John Moss, a very entrenched incumbent, and I 
ran his campaign I was nineteen years old and 
I ran his campaign We lost, but we came 
within, I think, three points of winning, it 
was the closest race that Moss ever had 

And then, I am now a Senior at Claremont 
and this is 1969, the Republicans get a 
majority m the assembly and Monagan is elected 
speaker, and he calls me up and asks if I would 
like to join his staff I was a senior, but I 
was lucky because I had completed all my 
courses at Claremont, and I was in the honors 
program, so I was able to leave Claremont 
early I didn't have to go to classes anyway, 
so I left Claremont, and joined his staff 
Actually, it was called the Office of Majority 
Consultants, which he created to basically 
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advise all of the Republican members I was m 
that operation, and I did that for about nine 
or ten months 

What did you do there in the office”? 

I was basically a political aide I advised 
them on politics and did the research and wrote 
legislation and just did all that kind of 
stuff I was just twenty years old I was 
told—I don't know if this was true—but I was 
told that at the time that I was the youngest 
person ever to be hired full-time by the 
legislature I was twenty 

What does that mean when you say you advised 
them on politics”? 

My senior thesis was election analysis of 
congressional races, which was ultimately 
published I would do that same kind of 
analysis 

You must have worked with Professor Heslop on 
this That's his specialty, election analysis 
Yes, that's his specialty, and the first major 
work that was done by the Rose Institute, which 
he heads, was done by me The first bit of 
data that went into their bank was my 1969 
honors thesis on congressional incumbency It 
was ultimately published several different 
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places In fact, Alan [Heslop] and I co- 
published an article—I forgot where it was, 
some kind of academic journal—and I also 
published a piece in the California Journal, 
which essentially is an excerpt out of my 
honors thesis He was a very young professor, 
he had only been there for two years, and was 
just getting started and my honors thesis was a 
big part of that We were very close and still 
are Anyway, let's see, where was IP 
The majority consultants office 
Oh, yes, the majority consultants, and Chip 
Nielsen was the chief administrative officer of 
the state assembly Then I had to take a 
break This was 1969 and I had an option, I 
could wait for a high lottery number [for the 
draft], or I could enlist 

Before we go on, I would like you to tell me a 
little bit about Speaker Monagan from your 
point of view 

He was and is a friend of mine He is a very 
able man, he was an insurance salesman He 
came out of the Central Valley, he is a very 
principled man He wanted to be governor, 
actually, and was a man of great integrity, I 
thought I was not impressed with his 
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political operation I thought he was going to 
lose his majority because he was, frankly, not 
doing things politically enough 
What do you mean’ 

Just that he was too interested m policy, and 
not enough interested in staying in office 
What should he have done”’ 

Chip Nielsen and I actually wrote him a 
memorandum telling him that he is going to lose 
his speakership if he doesn't do certain 
things He didn't do them, and so we 
ultimately left 
What did you tell him 9 
I am trying to remember what it was 
Basically I think, we were concerned about his 
staff He didn't have enough politically savvy 
people on his staff We were concerned, I 
think, that he wasn't partisan enough He is 
part of that tradition of [Governor] Earl 
Warren kind of Republican, very non-partisan, 
and we just felt that he didn't have his eye on 
the political ball I think all of this is a 
tribute to his own personal integrity, and the 
fact that he had his eye on some policy balls 
We just felt that he did not have his eye on 
the political ball If you look at his two 
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years, they were a very productive two years in 

the history of the California legislature 

But, he lost his speakership, and the 

Republicans haven't got it back 

When he became speaker, the staff system had 

not been m place very long It was started by 

Jesse [M ] Unruh I think that people like 

yourself, perhaps other Republicans, thought he 

should have replaced the staff with 

Republicans 

Right, and he didn't 

His view was the staff should be neutral 
Right 

Which I take it you would say it really never 
was 

I would say it never was Well, I've changed 
my mind now on the basis that I think he was 
right He was wrong m that he could have been 
politically more aggressive and had a 
politically honed staff, but he was right to 
insist on an independent, non-partisan, 
professional staff for the legislature I 
would argue and would have argued then that a 
lot of those folks were not in fact independent 
and non-partisan I still think that's true 
It was true at the time although it was 
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probably less true than I had believed But I 
didn't stay even though Bob and I remained 
friends, I left because I had to do a stmt m 
the service 

Apart from the staff, he made some Democrats 

committee chairs 

Yes 

Including [Assemblyman Bob] Mr Moretti 
Yes 

If I'm not mistaken that was the [Assembly] 
Insurance Committee 

Yes Which was what they call a juice 
committee, which enabled him to raise a lot of 
money, yes, that's true 

That was viewed by many Republicans as a big 
mistake, providing Mr Moretti with this golden 
opportunity to raise funds for the Democrats 
Which he did Bob Moretti became a good friend 
of mine, and had a big impact on my life, 
actually, which we can get to later on Bob 
Moretti was able to get a Democratic majority, 
and Moretti was able to be elected speaker 
Those are the kinds of mistakes that I thought 
Bob [Monagan] was making The point is that I 
left, and Nielsen left and we both joined the 
staff of a fellow by the name of Ed Remecke, 
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the lieutenant governor, who was appointed by 
Ronald Reagan after Bob Finch left to go to 
Washington Chip was his chief of staff, and I 
was Assistant Lt Governor—twenty-one or 
twenty-two years old—whatever I was, I forget 
how much I was making, it was maybe $18,000 m 
1970 My father was just absolutely amazed 
that anybody would pay me $18,000 a year, which 
was a lot of money in 1970, at age twenty-two 
or twenty-one, I don't remember how old I was 
What did you do for that'* 

I started out m charge of his schedule and 
speech writing operation I had schedule, 
advance, speech writing, and then it grew into 
being his principal policy assistant in which I 
handled the [University of California] Board of 
Regents, I did the [California] Lands 
Commission, I did emergency operations, the 
lieutenant governor has many responsibilities 
Did Reagan, who was then governor, give Lt 
Governor Reinecke a good deal to do 7 
Yes, he did He gave him all of the economic 
development for the State, put the [California] 
Department of Commerce under him, he gave him 
the Council on Inter-Governmental Relations, 
all of the Inter-Governmental activities He 
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gave him a lot, and, of course, he was grooming 
him to be his successor, so 

What kind of a person is he 7 How would you 
assess him 9 

He was a very good politician, he was very good 
with people He was not a particularly savvy 
guy, he was, in my view, taken advantage of by 
folks I was m charge of his schedule, but 
the only scheduling that I was not allowed to 
participate m was when he was working with 
[U S Attorney General] John Mitchell on the 
Republican Convention I always wondered why I 
was prevented from participating in that That 
resulted m him ultimately getting indicted, 
and being convicted of perjury before congress 
which was later overturned And I had left way 
before that happened, way before the indictment 
or the conviction and gone to law school 
Why did you think you were being excluded 9 
I didn't know 
Did it raise some flags 9 

I just didn't understand it I was only about 
twenty-four 

And you had handled everything else 9 
I had handled everything else, but this 
[Edgar M ] Ed Gilenwaters, who was his 
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Department of Commerce chief, and former top 
aide to Ronald Reagan, was handling all of 
this I didn't assume anything untoward was 
happening, inasmuch as I figured well, 
Gilenwaters is a political guy out of Reagan's 
office and he knows more about his stuff than I 
do, so obviously, Ed Reinecke wants him 
handling the convention stuff 
Was working for Reinecke an important 
experience, do you think 9 

Yes, it was important in the respect that it 
taught me about state government It's like 
this mysterious hand was preparing me to be 
chief of staff to the governor because at a 
very early age I became an assistant to the 
speaker of the state assembly and so I worked 
in the legislative process 
How did you like the legislative side" 9 
I didn't like it 
Why not* 9 

I didn't think that there is enough desire for 
real public service, that there's too many 
games being played and not enough focus on 
issues 

Did it take too long to get things done* 9 
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Yes, which was very frustrating, and I did not 
enjoy that process The lieutenant governor's 
office I enjoyed in the sense that the governor 
and lieutenant governor were activists and they 
were doing things, and I learned a lot My 
mentor was [Edwin] Ed Meese [III], who was at 
that time Ronald Reagan's chief of staff, and 
[Charles] Charlie Barrett, who at that time was 
the Chief Deputy Attorney General of the state 
We had a reapportionment commission 
Would you say that Ed Meese was able to help 
you* 3 I am going to ask you about Ed Meese 
OK 

Say something about Ed Meese as an individual 
I can't comment on his Washington experience, 
but in Sacramento, he was a terrific chief of 
staff He became the model on which I 
basically operated as chief of staff He was a 
very well organized, very disciplined, very 
substantive, very thoughtful individual 

The conversation that I had with him that 
was most relevant to my life was when he said 
to me—I was about twenty-four, I may have been 
twenty-three—"You know, you are doing real 
well right now, you are assistant to the 
lieutenant governor, you are coming along real 
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well " I used to go to Ronald Reagan's cabinet 
meetings "This is no future, you don't want 
to be a political aide all your life, you need 
to go to law school " And I really did not 
want to go to law school, but he basically 
said, "Look, you can go to law school and then 
you can come back with a law degree, you can do 
anything You don't have to practice law per 
se, but you really need to go to law school," 
That, along with some other things, persuaded 
me that I ought to go to law school, not with 
the idea of practicing law per se, at that 
point, but with the idea that this is no 
career 

But, anyway, I worked real closely with Ed 
and we have been we were then, and we are 
today, good friends Ed sat where you are 
sitting He has been here in this office, and 
we've maintained a relationship 
My understanding is that as chief of staff to 
Mr Reagan, first of all, he had Mr Reagan's 
confidence 
Totally 

He knew Mr Reagan very well If you contacted 

him, he could give you an answer 

Right 


MERKSAMER 
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And m the very few instances where he 
couldn't, and he would have to talk to the 
governor, he would get back to you very 
quickly 
Right 

My understanding of him as chief of staff is 
that—this is from people that I interviewed on 
the other side of the aisle, Democrats—they 
all liked him and had a lot of respect for him, 
that he was very easy to work with 
That is true 
He was very professional 
That is true 

And these people actually expressed some 
surprise at problems that developed for him in 
Washington 

I was very surprised about the reputation he 
developed in Washington because he had a superb 
reputation here in Sacramento 
Tell me about Mr Reagan's cabinet meetings 
Well, I didn't go to too many of them, but I 
would go either as the staff of the lieutenant 
governor or once in while, the lieutenant 
governor, wanted me to go I would be sort of 
his representative Ronald Reagan ran a 
cabinet style government He had cabinet 
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meetings on a regular basis Ed Meese would 

chair the meetings 

Would the governor be there”? 

Yes But, Ed would chair the meetings, and Ed 
would do most of the talking But major league 
issues were discussed, and all sides were 
presented There were these little issue 
memoranda passed about 
Sort of one page'? 

One page deals Then the governor would get a 
recommendation from Meese, cabinet members 
would comment on it, one way or the other, and 
the governor would make a decision on the basis 
of that They were very well organized and 
they discussed all the major issues They 
happened on a regular basis, and it worked very 
well for Ronald Reagan 

What was your impression of Governor Reagan”? 
Terrific I think the world of Ronald Reagan 
He is a remarkable leader He was then, he is 
now 

Side A] 

2, Side B] 

I admire Ronald Reagan I think that he is a 
very friendly guy I worked with him off and on 
over the years He is remarkable to watch, and 
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he is remarkable to work with I have nothing 
but the utmost respect for Governor Reagan and 
President Reagan 

How would you rate him as an executive 9 
I thought he was a great executive He 
delegated, but he left the big decisions to 
himself But he delegated, and he did have a 
strong chief of staff in Ed Meese, and [William 
C ] Bill Clark He relied upon his chief of 
staff, but a governor cannot be a chief of 
staff A governor needs to lead, and he needs 
a chief of staff to function as the chief 
operation officer of the state And that's the 
way Reagan used his chief of staff In my 
view, that's the correct way to use him The 
state is too big, the issues too complex for 
any one human being to handle them, and a 
governor needs time to think over the big 
issues and make the big judgments I liken it 
almost to a chief executive or chief operations 
officer, the governor is the chief executive 
officer and the chief of staff is the chief 
operations officer The two of them are really 
a team, and they have to work as one if they 
are going to work successfully Meese and 
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Reagan were able to achieve that I thought he 
was a very good leader of the office 
But thinking back to these cabinet meetings, 
could you give me a specific example of how he 
might handle something 9 

Well, I don't remember specifically, but I know 
that you would have a debate, or you would have 
a discussion, and sometimes Reagan would say, 
"Look, to me it's real simple, here's what's 
right, and here's what's wrong Let's do it 
that way Next subject " He's real 
intuitive 

Do you think he was right when he did that 9 
Yes, oh yes Ronald Reagan's intelligence has 
always, m my view, been underestimated I 
mean, he doesn't have academic intelligence but 
he has great leadership intelligence, great 
common sense, great intuition about 
distinguishing between what's important and 
what's not, what makes sense and what doesn't 
Look, I'm an unabashed Ronald Reagan fan I 
think a great deal of him and his leadership 
I'm curious as to how he made decisions In 
these meetings would it be clear that he was 
taking all this information in 9 



55 


MERKSAMER 


SENEY 


MERKSAMER 


Look what he did on [income tax] withholding, 
he was dead set against withholding, 
philosophically Then he decided, after his 
staff and his director of finance and everyone 
encouraged him, he concluded that withholding 
did make sense, and he called a press 
conference and said, "The sound you hear is the 
concrete breaking at my feet," or whatever 
The other thing about Ronald Reagan, I found 
remarkable and this goes back to the Jewish 
thing, is that the man was utterly without 
bias He was a man who really cared about 
people He didn't relate directly to people 
very well I mean he related very well, but he 
didn't really know them If you asked Ronald 
Reagan who his staff was, he couldn't tell you 
their names other than two or three It wasn't 
that, but m terms of right and wrong and 
issues of human rights, and those kinds of 
issues, he had very, very strong views 
Do you remember what he did to make you reach 
this conclusion^ 

I don't remember the incident, or whether there 
was an incident, but I do remember that he was 
very profoundly impacted by the Holocaust Of 
course, he came out of Hollywood, and he had a 
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lot of Jewish friends He was always making 
statements about it He was very, very 
sensitive, he was very sensitive about racism, 
even though he is viewed as this great 
conservative ideologue You know the guy was a 
liberal Democrat m the forties and fifties 
He just changed but his basic philosophy 
didn’t change He used to say the philosophy 
of his party changed, the Democratic party 
changed 

I remember, actually, one incident I 
remember a discussion at a cabinet meeting m 
which it came up that there were no Jewish 
chaplains m the state prison system Of 
course, you can argue that there were very few 
Jewish inmates, but there were some I 
remember Reagan making it very clear that he 
wanted the state to go out and get some Rabbis 
to minister to the needs of Jewish inmates, 
that he felt that was just simply inexcusable 
It was that kind of common sense, it just makes 
sense, you know, but it took him to say it 
before it was done It was done, I remember 


that 
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My understanding is that he exuded a certain 
sort of presence that was reassuring, friendly, 
open 

Absolutely I think you did describe it, I 
mean he's that kind of guy You could be on 
the staff and not know him, but he comes m, 
it's your birthday, and you could be like his 
best friend, and you've never hardly talked to 
him before "How you doin' Steve'*" It's 
wonderful, and he'll know everything about you 
Of course, he's been briefed, but he is just 
the most engaging, decent [man] Yes, I'll 
tell you a story about Ronald Reagan that I do 
like to tell because my wife is a Democrat—was 
a Democrat, she's not anymore—she actually 
worked for Alan Cranston as a college student 
m his office m Washington, and grew up m a 
Democratic family 
You converted her, did you"* 

I did And Ronald Reagan was running for 
president This was in, let's see, this must 
have been about 1979, he ran for president m 
1980, right 9 Ronald Reagan was in Sacramento 
and we went down the river There was a little 


event for him We had a yacht, [Reagan 
supporter] Tom Raley's boat, and we went down 
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the Sacramento River with Reagan There were 
about thirty of us for a three or four hour 
boat ride My wife and Reagan started talking 
in a corner, and they had an animated twenty or 
twenty-five minute conversation, just the two 
of them, and it was like he was my wife's best 
friend She couldn't believe it, that this 
person that she had this image of, who kind of 
had horns, and was evil, is just this most 
benign and friendly humorous, decent, 
gregarious human being They just hit it off 
It was amazing, too, because my wife is just 
maybe the one person on the boat he doesn't 
know and he spends so much time with her He 
is just a remarkable individual And he made 
everybody feel good He'd come into a room, 
and the room would light up 

Did you have much contact with Mrs [Nancy] 
Reagan* 7 

Yes, I did, a little bit, and then I stayed 
away from her 

As I ask you about Mrs Reagan, your face 
changes a little bit 

Well, I want to be a little careful, here, but 
let me say this I had an experience with Mrs 


Reagan that I never forgot To this day, I 
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don't necessarily know what triggered it, but I 
remember I was assistant to the lieutenant 
governor at the time, and I was m the entrance 
to the governor's office where Jackie 
[Habecker] worked, the governor's receptionist 
I was standing there with one or two other 
people, minding my own business, and Nancy 
Reagan came m For whatever reason, I don't 
know, she just chewed the heck out of me, and 
let me have it I don't know what I was doing 
To this day, I don't know what I did 
What did she say^ 

I don't know just what are you doing here, and 
this and that and blah, blah, blah I forgot 
It was like nonsense, what the point was, but I 
decided at that point that, while I have 
tremendous admiration for Ronald Reagan, I was 
going to be very careful in my dealings around 
Mrs Reagan To be real honest with you when 
Ronald Reagan was elected president—I was a 
Reagan delegate to the convention in 1976 and 
1980—I was asked if I wanted to go back to 
Washington to work in the White House and I 
declined I would say that one of the reasons 
that I declined was that I never forgot that 
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experience and decided that I did not want to 
work back there 

Was it clear to you then that she was an 
influential person 9 

Oh, yes, very influential I've had some good 
discussions with Nancy Reagan I'm not a Nancy 
Reagan hater or anything like that, like a lot 
of people are Here I was a young kid, and she 
let me have it Maybe, I deserved it, I don't 
know The point is I resolved to just kind of 
stay away from her at the time, and I've always 
stayed away from her I'll say this about 
Nancy Reagan She has devoted her entire life 
to Ronald Reagan, maybe to the exclusion of 
everything else, but she is totally faithful 
and loyal and protective of Ronald Reagan I 
think that whatever she did, she did with the 
idea of protecting her husband, but she wasn't 
somebody that I ever wanted to develop a 
relationship with She was someone, quite 
candidly, that scared me to some extent I did 
not want to be too close 

And so when you leave the lieutenant governor's 
office to make an abrupt transition, you go to 
law school at Mr Meese's urging 9 


MERKSAMER Right 
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There is one thing I want to ask you about too, 
and maybe, I should have asked you about this 
at the beginning 

And then we're going to break because you've 
only got about two hours, 

As soon as this tape is over, that's about ten 
or fifteen minutes, and then I'll let you get 
to work, I promise 
OK 

But I want to ask you about the splitting of 
Merksamer Jewelry, and I want to ask you a 
little bit about the jewelry business Do you 
want to do that now, or do you want to talk 
about law school? The split-up comes after 
you've been to law school, right? 

Yes, the split-up was in 1979 
Let's just keep on with law school 
Yes, so I went to law school I think we ought 
to save that for the next segment and let me 
just tell you about law school Just m a nut 
shell, I did not want to go to law school, but 
I was persuaded it made the most sense for me 
But, I still was uncertain, so what I did was I 
enrolled in the night school, and stayed an 
aide at Remecke's office, and before I got my 
grades, I quit I quit because I was working 
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eighty hours or eighty-five hours a week for 
the lieutenant governor and I had all this law 
school work, and I felt that I couldn't do 
justice to both, and I so I quit 
How did you like law school’ 

I hated it, and then I got my grades The 
first set of grades I got, I had top grades, 
like number one Better than I ever did 
ultimately m law school 
Did that surprise you’ 

Yes, it did because I hardly studied for my 
final I couldn't believe it And then, over 
the next three or four months, I slowly came to 
the conclusion that I made the right decision, 
and that I could not do law school and work, 
but I gave up the wrong thing Instead of 
giving up law school, I should have given up 
work, and I decided over the next three or four 
months that I was going to quit my job and go 
to law school full-time as a day student And 
so, that's what I did, I entered the day 
program at McGeorge [School of Law] and quit my 
job Well, I actually quit my job and went to 
Europe for three months I was twenty-five, I 
traveled all over Europe and Israel and the 
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Middle East with my brother, who was twenty- 
two 

Did you enjoy that 9 

I did very much, I had a great time, and then I 
started law school I never got grades 
anywhere close to the grades that I got as a 
night student I hated law school I hated 
law school because I had gone from a principal 
assistant to the lieutenant governor of 
California, going to Regents' meetings, riding 
around in Ronald Reagan's limo, and this kind 
of stuff on the one hand, and now I'm being 
called on m Contracts to recite a case, and 
being chewed out by my law professor for being 
unprepared It was a very difficult emotional 
time for me, but I knew that I was doing the 
right thing I figured that I will get through 
it, and then we'll just see where the future 
is 

Was that humbling and useful in any way, do you 
think 9 

It was useful although I don't think had I gone 
to law school at age twenty-one or twenty-two I 
would have gotten through it The fact that I 
had a professor chew me out or yell at me 
didn't trouble me as much because I had been 
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chewed out by Nancy Reagan, so when you get 
chewed out by a law professor, it doesn't much 
matter So, it was a very good experience 

Did you ever read Iron John 1 0 Have you 
ever heard of the book Iron John *? OK, well 
everybody has a period m their lives which can 
be very challenging, very exciting, very heady, 
and then often times there are periods in life 
m which there are low points And that 1 s 
natural, and that's how it should be Well, 
this was a low point in the sense that a few 
months before I was a principal speaker at a 
Republican convention There are a thousand 
people as I am speaking, and now I am sitting 
here in law school, you know, as they say, 
getting chewed out by a professor So, yes, I 
don't want to say it was a humbling experience 
in that respect, but it was a fundamentally 
different experience, from the halls of power 
m the state Capitol to trying to pass law 
school exams, but I knew it was the right thing 
to do My father was very helpful during that 
period of time 
Was he pleased 7 


Robert Bly, Iron John (Reeding, Mass , 1990) 
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Very happy, but I was very frustrated, I wasn't 
certain I could get through law school I mean 
I hadn't been to school now for four or five 
years, and I was very worried about would I 
even make it 

I take it your parents supported you through 
this 7 

Well, yes and no My parents did support me m 
the sense that my dad gave me a very modest 
stipend I had already been able to save a 
great deal of money because I did not spend the 
money I had earned Between what my father 
gave me, and what I had saved, that's what I 
used to get through law school, and keep a 
decent life style In other words, I had an 
apartment I was able to keep it, I was able to 
keep some things because between of what my 
father gave me, and actually my grandfather 
gave me a little something, too 
Was he pleased too 7 

Very He was very happy, and they both helped 
me financially, but I also had a lot of money 
saved Then I worked, I did not work full¬ 
time I didn't work the first year, but the 
second year, that's what led me to get into the 
attorney general's office I went to work as 
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an intern m the state attorney general*s 
office 

How did you get that job 7 

That * s another very interesting story I * ve 

been so lucky m the sense that I run into 
people that take an interest in me, but 
remember, I told you I had left and joined the 
National Guard 7 

We haven't talked about that yet But you did 
say your draft number was coming up 
So, I actually enlisted m the army reserve 
and after I went through basic and advanced 
infantry training, and did all that, and was in 
the reserve for a year or so, I transferred 
into the National Guard, and I ended up m the 
legal unit of the guard The colonel m charge 
of that unit was a fellow by the name of 
William Shank, who also happened to be an 
assistant attorney general of the state He 
and I got to be close, and I was able to join 
the attorney general's office as a law student 
I got paid I mean I didn't get paid a lot I 
got paid $4 00 an hour, or whatever it was, and 
I worked my second year and my third year m 
the attorney general's office m the 


Administrative Law section And then when I 
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left, when I graduated from law school, I 
decided to join the attorney general*s office 
I took the civil service exam and went into the 
attorney general’s office at the entry level as 
a deputy attorney general of the state at a 
salary substantially less than the salary I 
left three years before That’s how I ended up 
m the state attorney general's office 
I am trying to think of this in terms of how 
you might assess this—you'll have to tell me— 
as m a career move Are you looking to the 
attorney general office in career terms’ 

No, not at all I had to conclude that I was 
never going to get back into politics at all 
One of the things I want to ask you about next 
time is your extensive Republican party 
activities because all during this period you 
are involved in party affairs 
I was very much involved m party affairs 
That's what makes me ask you the question 
But I never wanted to run for office The 
reason I went to the attorney general’s office, 
quite candidly, is that I wanted to spend two 
or three years there and get as much experience 
as I could That is a place where a motivated 
person can get a great deal of experience, and 



68 


SENEY 


MERKSAMER 


1 June, 


then go out into private practice And I did 
It's a very interesting story, but I handled 
literally dozens of cases m every Superior 
Court in almost every court m northern 
California, including appellate cases I was 
a part of the three-man team that defended the 
constitutionality of Proposition 13 1 before 
the California Supreme Court m 1978 Here I 
was only twenty-eight years old, and it was a 
wonderful set of experiences I was on my way 
out into private practice when George 
Deukmejian was elected attorney general 
We'll talk about Mr Deukmejian next time 
because we've only got a couple of minutes 
left, but I want to say something about Mr 
[Evelle] Younger's attorney generalship because 
you were there during the last period 
I was m the last few years It is really 
interesting, but I was a civil servant and I 
was not brought m politically I was brought 
in through the civil service, but I knew Mr 
Younger I knew him because of my political 
connections 
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Yes, I said one of my mentors in addition to 
Ed Meese was Charlie Barrett Charlie Barrett 
was Evelle Younger's chief deputy attorney 
general 

You had met him through the lieutenant 
governor's office 9 

Yes, back in 1972, we had a crisis over 
redistnctmg Under the constitution at that 
point, there was a provision that said that 
when there is a deadlock under red 1 strictmg, 
there shall be a constitutional commission, a 
reapportionment commission, which the 
lieutenant governor chairs I staffed that 
The Republicans tried to revive that 
commission 

That's right I was the principal staff of 
that commission and our lawyer was the attorney 
general's office and our principal lawyer was 
Charlie Barrett, who coordinated all of that 
We had Younger on it, and we had Ed Remecke on 
it and I worked very extensively with Charlie 
Barrett on our briefing We went all the way 
up to the Supreme Court and we lost The 
Supreme Court said that that commission was, in 
fact, unconstitutional I developed a very 
good relationship as an assistant to the 
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lieutenant governor with Charlie at that time 
So while I was at the lowest level in the 
attorney general's office, I was on a first 
name basis with the chief deputy and the 
attorney general and the chief assistant 
attorney general 

That must have been helpful to you in terms of 
responsibilities you were given starting out 
I think it was I was very lucky m my life in 
that throughout my life, I have had someone who 
has taken an interest m me, and functioned as 
a mentor In those days, in the AG's office 
that was Charlie Barrett and Will Shank You 
can't do much better than the chief deputy 
attorney general, and the assistant attorney 
general m charge of the Administrative Law 
section as your mentors They took an interest 
m me, and they are still very good friends 
Did you have much contact with Mr Younger 7 
A little I liked him He was aloof from the 
office, and actually I got much closer to him 
towards the latter part of his life After he 
left the office, he wanted me to join his law 
firm When I left the governor's office, he 
really wined and dined me and he really wanted 
me to join his office down m [Los Angeles] 
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L A Yes, I had a good relationship with 
Evelle Evelle was not a hands-on 
administrator, he really delegated, and he let 
his department heads run most everything He 
focused m on what he cared about He and I 
had a decent relationship, but I was never a 
part of his political operation I didn't, for 
example, ever work on his campaign for 
governor, other than maybe as a volunteer, but 
I didn't have any kind of special role or 
anything like that 

At that point you were still functioning as a 
civil servant’ 

Yes, right totally civil service, and I was m 
the Ad [Administrative] Law section and I was 
chief counsel to the California Highway Patrol, 
I was chief counsel to the State Personnel 
Board I did all of those kinds of work Now, 
one thing you will want to ask me next time is 
my relationship with [Governor Edmund G ] Jerry 
Brown [Jr ] because I developed a very close 
relationship with Jerry Brown during my years 
in the lieutenant governor's Office, which will 
surprise you 

OK, good This tape is about to run out 
, Side B] 
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I want to start off today by asking you to talk 
about the California Republican party, how did 
you get active in the Young Republicans? You 
were president at Claremont? 

Right I was Youth for Reagan chairman in 
1966 I was not state chairman, I was 
Sacramento County Youth for Reagan chairman 
His county chairman was a fellow by the name of 
E J Duffy who I knew, and I went to work as 
his youth chairman I may have told you this 
last week, when I went to Claremont as an 
undergraduate, the assemblyman from that area 
was a fellow by the name of Hugh Flournoy, who 
was a professor at Pomona He had decided to 
run for state controller, and I went to work on 
that campaign I just walked m his office and 
volunteered, and went to work as a volunteer in 
that campaign At the same time, that was my 
freshman year at Claremont, and I became the 
elected president of the Claremont Young 
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Republican Club We went to a number of 
statewide Young Republican activities, and 
concluded that at that time the Young 
Republicans were really pretty severely split 
There was quite a right-wing element, and we 
concluded that the best thing we could do for 
the Claremont Young Republican Club was to drop 
out, and we did 

You were a more moderate groups 

Yes, I've always been what I would call 

responsibly conservative, but yes, by the 

standards of the day, we were a more moderate 

group I was a strong supporter, as I already 

indicated of Ronald Reagan 

What were the issues that divided the 

conservative Republicans from the more moderate 

ones’ 

I'll be honest with you, I forgot 
Recognition of Red China was one, wasn't it 9 
Yes, that was one, I honestly forgot all the 
litmus-test issues, but we just were not 
comfortable with the statewide Young 
Republicans, so we dropped out Then I just 
began getting more active m the Republican 
party activities, and I guess, the following 
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year, I went to the minority leader Bob Monagan 
as a legislative intern 

When you say you got more active in the 
Republican party activities, what do you mean 
by that’ 

Well, I guess, I shouldn't have said Republican 
party per se Republican activities, I went to 
work for the assembly Republican leader The 
parties in this state have become kind of 
moribund The Republican party was resurrected 
to some extent under Gaylord Parkinson, which 
led to the ultimate election of Ronald Reagan, 
but by and large 

Mr Parkinson was an important party 
leader because he developed electoral 
strategies, didn't he’ 

Right 

Were you at all involved m that work’ 

Yes, I wasn't involved m the major league one, 
but I certainly was with Parkinson I worked 
with his staff that included folks like Ed 
DeBolt, and Esther Rushford [Green], at the 
time Kirk West, who is now the President of 
the California Chamber of Commerce, at one 
point was the Research Director of the 
California Republican party, and at that point 
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the state party had a pretty good staff He 
[Gaylord Parkinson] was a strategist and he 
worked directly with the candidates and was 
quite a force But since that point, the 
Republican party has not as a party been as 
active as it could be, and the same thing goes 
for the Democratic party 

Let's go back to Mr Parkinson for a moment 
Yes 

Had he actually targeted assembly seats 7 I am 
not sure about senate seats 
He developed the Cal-Plan and Cal-Plan was 
nothing more than a way to describe the 
targeting of districts for winning You do a 
district profile and you analyze it, you 
analyze the record of the particular incumbent 
and you conclude on the basis of that, polling 
data and other information, where the 
vulnerable Democratic districts are Then you 
target them, and make them a part of Cal-Plan 
That's a way to focus your energy and your 
money and other resources, rather than spread 
them out over 120 races You focus in on ten 
or twelve winnable races The theory is that 
if you do that, you have a much better chance 
of winning, which is true 
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Is this what brought about the Republican 
majority m 19 68 m the assembly'? 

Yes, clearly, he got the credit for that, the 
Cal-Plan was his idea, and it was a very 
focused, well funded well thought out effort 
Was it continued beyond his chairmanship”? 

Yes, it was and even now they have something 
called Cal-Plan, but it's never been viewed as 
well as that effort was, because it has not 
been as successful We've had good Republican 
chairmen, one of my partners, Assemblyman 
[Robert W ] Bob Naylor is a former Republican 
party chairman There have been others, but 
Parkinson was sort of like the last who ranked 
up there with gubernatorial-type leaders as a 
major league leader of the Republican party 
Did you know him well”? 

I knew him, but I did not know him well I was 
only about eighteen or nineteen years old at 
the time that he was very active And so, I 
knew him I was at meetings with him, but we 
never became good friends or anything like 
that 

Can you comment on what made him such a good 


leader”? 
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Well, he was a very forceful personality, and 
he was a very hands-on personality I think, 
ultimately, that's what makes good leaders I 
mean, you have to know what's going on, and you 
have to have a certain amount of hands-on 
talent You also have to be able to lead by 
example, and he did I mean, he had a 
forceful, dynamic presence 
What was his background*? What did he do'? 

I am not sure There 1 s a part of me that says 
he was a doctor, but I'm not certain I 
honestly don't remember While I was working 
with him he wasn't being compensated If he 
was, it was not to my knowledge, but he was 
devoting full-time to leading the Republican 
party out of the wilderness, so to speak And, 
so, I don't know what his profession was I 
think he may have been a physician, but I'm not 
certain 

You were talking about how both of the parties 
were kind of moribund 

Historically, we had something m this state 
called cross-filing, we've never had strong 
parties in this state They got to be stronger 
in the sixties, namely the Republican party 
under Parkinson, but during most of this time, 
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the sixties and seventies, eighties even, up 
until the present, neither party has been a 
forceful presence or had a major league 
presence in terms of making a difference The 
leadership of both political parties has kind 
of moved from the grass-roots to the elected 
leadership In the Democratic party, I would 
say neither the speaker of the state assembly, 
or to a lesser extent, the president pro tern of 
the senate, really effectively manage 
Democratic party activities I would say on 
the Republican side, as long as the Republicans 
have had someone in the governor's office, it's 
the governor and his folks that exercise most 
of the leadership of the party, and so the role 
of parties has been diminished over the years 
Did Mr Reagan work much through the party' 3 
Mr Reagan ran the party The party obviously 
was separate and distinct from the governor's 
office, from Governor Reagan Mike Deaver 
Actually one of the first jobs Mike held— 
this was before I went to work for Ronald 
Reagan—was as a party operative Actually, he 
had a great deal of responsibility within the 
governor's office for liaison with, and 
management of, the Republican party As I 
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said, as the sitting governor, you are really 
the highest ranking party official, you have 
the patronage, and the party really defers to 
you In fact, you have a major role in 
selecting who the party leadership is, and who 
the party chairman is, and that's just the way 
it's been 

The chairmanship, m both parties under 
statute, has to change frequently 
Every two years 

And does it have to be north-south in both 
parties^ 

Yes, it historically has been 

I would think if you had such a strong person 
like Mr Parkinson, that he has such a short 
period of time to make an impact You might 
want a state party chairman for longer I 
would think that this would be something that 
would weaken the party Would you agree with 
that** 

Yes, I would I don't know what the rationale 
is, but people just want balance between north 
and south I know there is rivalry between 
north and south, but the practical effect of 
all this, at least m my view, is that they 
haven't played a major role m California 
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politics They really haven't, so I think, 
again, the leadership of the parties has 
basically gone to the elected leadership 
Mr Reagan's entry into politics, a lot of 
people say really started with his 1964 speech 
on behalf of Barry Goldwater, which was such a 
phenomenal success That brought him to the 
attention of the important Republicans, Justin 
Dart, William French Smith, and Henry 
Salvatore 

None of them were active m the Republican 
party, per se, though They were all 
Republicans, and they were all business 
leaders, but they weren't active in the 
Republican Party, per se, and Holmes Tuttle 
would be on that list I mean I would be 
surprised if any of those folks, the so-called 
Reagan kitchen cabinet had even come to a 
Republican party convention prior to the time 
they decided that they liked what they saw in 
Ronald Reagan, and they were going to help him 
become governor of California and, ultimately, 
president of the United States So, your 
assessment is right, I mean, you know that was 
sort of his debut, and he had five, or six, or 
seven folks around him Ted Cummings was 
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another one, and there were some others, that 
basically sponsored his career They went to 
him, I think it was Holmes Tuttle, and said to 
him that he ought to run for Governor They 
brought him two young guys by the name of Stu 
Spenser and Bill Roberts, who had a political 
consulting firm, and they began charting 
Reagan 1 s run for governor It was basically 
Spenser and Roberts as the nuts and bolts 
operatives, as the campaign strategists and 
managers m the kitchen cabinet led by Holmes 
Tuttle and Bill Smith and Justin Dart, who 
provided the financial resources to run for 
governor The party really played, you know, a 
non-existent role 

I guess that was the point of my question that 
things are so fluid that someone can come from 
the outside 

Sure, absolutely 

But my understanding is that once Mr Reagan 
became governor, he paid particular attention 
to party matters 

He did, but remember, he was running party 
matters, so it*s different in the sense that 
it's not like he paid attention m the sense he 
yielded to what the party was telling him He 
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was running the party His people were running 
the party He basically picked the party 
chairman and his choices became the party 
chairmen 

Let's go back to your own involvement m party 
affairs What were some of the things that you 
did* 3 What did you do when you were Youth for 
Reagan head in Sacramento 9 What did that 
entail 9 

Well, it entailed going out and giving 

speeches, and organizing young people to 

provide volunteer support 

How was that done 9 How did you do that 9 

Just go out and do it Well, obviously, you 

have a headquarters and young people would sign 

up 

You have a list of names 9 

Yes, you have some names already, and you go to 
the colleges, over here to Sac State 
[California State University, Sacramento], and 
other places and try to pick up a cadre of 
young people In Ronald Reagan's case, it 
wasn't difficult because he really had a very 
enthusiastic base of support from young people 
I think we had several hundred people in this 
county You would walk precincts for him and 
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do volunteer work That’s basically what you 
did—you did volunteer work 

The details seem so reasonable to you, but in 
terms of what we want to make sure is on the 
record, the details are important At 
Claremont you worked with Mr Flournoy 
I basically did research, I wrote some 
speeches, I drove him around You just do what 
volunteers do You do whatever you are asked 
to do, and it could range from research or 
writing materials to actually just being the 
candidate's friend, part-time aide and driver, 
advance man, all of which I did An advance 
man is a person who goes ahead of the candidate 
and tries to make sure that things are set up 
for him, you know, there's a podium and there's 
a microphone, and he won't be surprised or 
blindsided by anything out of the ordinary, 
that kind of thing Everything that there is 
to do m politics, I probably did during that 
stage 

Did you enjoy it 9 

Yes, I did It's become a hobby now but it 
was fun I did enjoy it It was a good outlet 
from the drudgery of school work I mean it 
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was different from the drudgery of school work, 
and yes, I enjoyed it 
Were you good at it, do you think 9 
I think I was good at it I did not want to be 
necessarily, the advance man my entire life, 
but I learned, and I met a lot of people Mike 
Deaver started as an advance man, [H R ] Bob 
Haldeman started as an advance man I met a 
lot of interesting people m politics, that's 
how they started [Governor] Pete Wilson 
started as an advance man 
Did he 9 

Yes, for Richard Nixon, when did he run for 
Governor of California 9 
In '62 

In 1962, one of the first things Pete did after 
getting out of school, he was an advance man 
for Richard Nixon I enjoyed it I mean, 
again, it's not something that you make your 
life's work, but if you want to get into 
politics, and you are interested in politics, 
you've got to learn It's like if you are in 
the jewelry business, we discussed this the 
last time, but if you want to run the jewelry 
business, you have to work from the bottom up, 
which means you have to know how to size a 
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ring, and appraise a diamond Well, if you 
want to really understand politics, you've got 
to know that from the bottom up And that 
means you've got to do the grunt work, and I 
certainly did my share 

This led to your job with Mr Reagan's 

campaign 9 

Yes 

This then subsequently to your job with Mr 
Reinecke’ 

Yes, well, actually with Mr Monagan as a 
legislative intern in '67 and when he became 
speaker m January of '69, he asked me to join 
his staff At that point, I was a senior at 
Claremont X left Claremont early and joined 
his staff and was there for nine or ten months 
Then I went to work as an assistant to Lt 
Governor Reinecke, and that was shortly after 
he was appointed Lt Governor by Ronald Reagan 
He took Bob Finch's spot Bob Finch was 
elected Lt Governor, but he went to work as 
Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare for 
President Nixon 

You told me about your duties with Mr 
Reinecke, but I wanted to ask you about your 
evaluation of Mr Reinecke because he's had a 
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somewhat up and down career It's somewhat up 
at this point 

Ed Reinecke was smart, smart as an engineer is 
smart m the sense that if Ed was given an I Q 
test, I'll bet you he would score very high 
He was a Cal Tech [California Institute of 
Technology] educated engineer, he had a number 
of patents You know the ram bird sprinkler 7 
Yes 

I don't know if that was actually his patent, 
but something similar to that was He was a 
very good candidate He was very good with 
people If he had a weakness or a problem, I 
would say that Ed was naive, and I think he was 
easily taken advantage of I think that m 
terms of his problems, I wasn't directly 
involved at that point, but I think he was 

You said last time you were specifically 
excluded 

Well, I ran the schedule, and there was an 
element of the schedule that had to do with his 
efforts to bring the [Republican] national 
convention to California He was working with 
John Mitchell who, at that point, was [United 
States] attorney general, but soon to be the 
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chairman of President Nixon's re-election 
campaign I was excluded from working on that 
element of the schedule, and it was things that 
happened and meetings that took place at that 
point m time that led to Reinecke's ultimate 
trouble Not that he did anything illegal, I 
don't think there has been any allegation of 
that, but when he went back to congress to 
testify, there were congressional hearings on 
ITT's [International Telephone and Telegraph] 
involvement in the Republican convention m 
California m San Diego He was alleged to 
have committed perjury, and was actually 
convicted, and then his conviction was 
overturned, but this ended his career He 
wanted very much to be governor He thought he 
was going to be governor He was groomed by 
Ronald Reagan to be governor, and it ended his 
career 

Well, he has subsequently been Republican party 
chairman for the state 

He has subsequently been party chairman, and I 
am not sure where he is I think he may be in 
Hawaii, and his son, I saw, is running for 
office right now, Tom Remecke So, it must be 
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in the genes, but he was a very interesting guy 

and I felt pretty close to him 

Once you left Mr Remecke's office, as we 

talked about, you went to law school During 

that period, did you stay at all active m the 

party matters 7 Did you still take part m the 

campaigns 7 

Yes, I did I was a member of the Republican 
Central Committee 

How do you go about being a member 7 
You got to get appointed by an elected 
official I honestly don't remember who 
appointed me It must have been one of the 
candidates or Reinecke I could have been 
Remecke's appointment, but I remember going to 
the meetings as a delegate I was obviously 
very active m the Reagan campaign for the 
presidency in 197 6 In fact, I was a delegate, 
well, actually an alternate delegate to the 
Republican convention m Kansas City in 1976 
that came very close to nominating Ronald 
Reagan, and in fact, didn't I think it was 
around fifty votes separating Reagan from 
[President Gerald R ] Ford, and Ford was 
nominated I worked very hard for Reagan 
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Was the California delegation solidly behind 
Mr Reagan 7 

100 percent Yes, the entire delegation was 
committed to Reagan, and everybody m the 
delegation voted for Ronald Reagan 
How did you come to be an alternate delegate 7 
I was selected, I guess because I was active m 
the party, and I had made a lot of friendships 
I was asked to go on the delegation, which was 
actually a pretty good feat, because I was only 
in my twenties at the time, and most people m 
their twenties are not members of a delegation 
But if you are asking me who played the largest 
role m getting me on the delegation, I don't 
remember exactly who was most influential I 
was very close to Esther Rushford Green who was 
very active at that point I was very close to 
Lyn Nofzinger who was very active at that 
point I was actually very close to Ed Meese 
Ed may have actually played a role in getting 
me on the delegation I don't recall, but the 
fact is that I was asked to go, and I did 
Conventions can be very exciting 
Yes 

Did you find that it was very exciting to have 
come so close to nominating Mr Reagan 7 
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Yes I have been to every convention since as 
a delegate, that was the only time I was an 
alternate At every other convention I have 
been a delegate, and as I say, I have been to 
the last five conventions, I guess Let's see, 
1976, '80, '84, '88, '92, yes, five 

conventions, and I have been to every 
convention, and there is no question that 1976 
was the most exciting 

Tell me about it Convey a sense of what it 

was like 

1976 ^ 

Yes, please 

Well, 1976 was exciting because it was Ronald 
Reagan versus Gerry Ford, and we felt we were 
the forces of right—and this is the only time 
this has happened—because in all the other 
conventions it was pretty well-known who the 
nominee was going to be, or it wasn't very 
close This was so close that everybody was 
being utilized to make a difference The 
California delegation was being heavily 
utilized, and I remember lobbying among the 
delegates, one on one, going over to the 
Mississippi delegation and lobbying them You 
just go to their delegation hotel, go to the 
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delegation meetings You say that you're from 
California, and you want to tell them about 
Ronald Reagan You lobby them on the floor, 
you lobby them m the bars, you lobby them m 
the restaurants 

I want you to try to re-create for me if you 
can what you might say to the Mississippi 
delegation or any of the others in terms of 
your work for Mr Reagan 

Well, this was twenty-five years ago, and I 
don't remember exactly what was said, but I do 
remember that we spent a great deal of time 
actually as delegates lobbying other delegates 
which we were encouraged to do, and this has 
hardly ever happened since You basically go 
around to delegation meetings and because you 
are from California, you presumably know Ronald 
Reagan and you can talk about him and that's 
what we did 

You are asking these delegates to throw over 
the side a sitting president 

He was a sitting president, but he hadn't been 
elected and that's exactly what we're asking 
them to do We're basically saying Gerry 
Ford's a nice guy, but Gerry Ford doesn't have 


it He is not a leader, he's not charismatic, 
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he doesn't articulate, and he doesn't have a 
political philosophy per se He's a caretaker 
and what we need to lead the Republican party 
is a leader 
Side A] 

3, Side B] 

We were talking about Gerry Ford 

I had no problems with Gerry Ford, per se, m 

fact, I am going to see him two weeks from now 

in Palm Springs 

What will be that occasion 9 

I'm on the Board of Directors of the California 
Chamber of Commerce and he's coming to a board 
meeting But the fact of the matter is I, like 
a lot of other folks in Republican party, felt 
that he was a caretaker, and that we needed 
somebody like Ronald Reagan who could lead, who 
could provide real leadership for the country 
Ronald Reagan is very exciting but he lost 
The most emotional high point for me of any 
convention was when Ronald Reagan came to the 
[California] Republican delegation and spoke 
after he lost And it was absolutely poignant 
He quoted some Irish poem and everyone was 
crying and there were tears in his eyes I 
forgot the quote but he quoted some Irish poet 
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The thrust of it was you*re bloodied, and 
you're all beat up but you're going to come 
back, that kind of thing, and it was a very 
powerful moment It was a very intimate 
moment, even though there were a lot of people 
Reagan had that ability, by the way, to take a 
room of two or three hundred people, and make 
it sound like it was just you and he He was 
just a wonderful communicator He spoke 
without a note, and it was a very exciting 
experience He lost, and we all went home, and 
got ready for the next time And there was a 
next time m 1980, and that was in Detroit, I 
think I was a Reagan delegate at that point, 
and again, we worked hard to elect Ronald 
Reagan, and he won the nomination and went on 
to win the presidency 

In between those two conventions, what did you 
do’ 

I was working m the attorney general's office 
as a deputy attorney general, and I basically 
was still active in party activities as a 
volunteer, but I wasn't doing anything on a 
full-time basis I was really focusing on 
learning how to practice law, and most of my 
effort was spent as a lawyer I was involved 
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in some ma^or league cases I would say the 
most significant one was the defense of 
Proposition 13 in 1978 
Before the Supreme Courts 

That was before the California Supreme Court 
Mr Younger actually argued that, didn't he 7 
No Actually he made about a three minute 
statement before the court, and he left it to 
the rest of us to argue it 
You were one of the attorneys 7 
Yes, and there were three of us I was 
concerned about equal protection arguments 
Why don't you talk to us about what is involved 
in preparing a case like that 
Well, Evelle Younger was very wise in some 
respects and not m others He was wise m the 
sense that he anticipated when he was a 
candidate for governor against Jerry Brown, 
Proposition 13 was winning He knew that it 
was his obligation to defend it, should it win, 
and that it would be challenged as 
unconstitutional, and so he created a task 
force of lawyers from different divisions How 
I got picked I am not certain, but the point is 
that three or four of us were picked early on 
to prepare a case defending Proposition 13, and 
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we were given different assignments Some of 
us had to worry about single subject rule 
problems and due process problems My primary 
focus was on equal protection, which just 
happened to be the area that most people 
considered Proposition 13 was the most 
vulnerable, that's the situation which has been 
commonly described in which you have two houses 
of similar value, but one could be taxed at a 
substantially lower rate than the other, 
depending upon when you acquired the house I 
wrote the equal protection arguments in our 
brief, and that was the one area, as I say, 
that was considered to be most vulnerable In 
fact, Rose [Elizabeth] Bird, who was Chief 
Justice at the time, dissented from the 
majority opinion, saying that Prop 13, m her 
view, did violate equal protection, but all of 
the other justices said it did not We spent 
months getting ready for that case 

Now, where Younger was not wise 
This is an interesting story He is running 
against Jerry Brown, he spent all this time and 
effort getting substantively up to speed to 
defend Proposition 13, and Proposition 13 won 
Jerry Brown was very much against it, and then 



96 


SENEY 

MERKSAMER 


SENEY 

MERKSAMER 

SENEY 

MERKSAMER 

SENEY 


MERKSAMER 


Jerry Brown, as governor, called Younger and 
said, "I understand you have a team of experts, 
I would like to get briefed ” And so the 
first thing we did, which was amazing to me, 
after Prop 13 won, was run over to the 
governor's office and sat down with Jerry Brown 
and gave him the benefit of all of our 
expertise, as opposed to giving it to Evelle 
Younger But anyway 

Were you at that meeting 7 
I was at that meeting, and we educated Jerry 
Brown as to Prop 13, and it was done a day or 
two after the June election, after the primary 
when Prop 13 passed 

Do you think Younger should then have refused 

to provide that information 7 

I think he could have given him more 

superficial information 

What were his instructions to you 7 

Tell him everything, educate him 

There are criticisms of Mr Younger, that he 

wasn't sufficiently political I guess that is 

what you are saying here 7 

That is what I am saying I was amazed and 
then, of course, Evelle Younger was tired He 
ran in the primary, and he decided that if he 
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was going to go on vacation, now is the time to 
do it, which was an unmitigated disaster 
because Jerry Brown, effectively, exploited 
Evelle Younger's absence, and ran commercials 
that suggested that while Evelle Younger was on 
the beaches of Waikiki drinking banana 
daiquiris, he is hard at work defending 
Proposition 13 using Evelle Younger's staff, 
which was all true 

Can you give me a sense of what the equal 
protection arguments were that you came up with 
because even to someone who knows superficially 
about the law, it does seem like people are not 
on equal status m this case 

It is actually quite simple The law says that 
on tax matters, as long as you have a rational 
basis to justify the unequal treatment, that 
that's enough to justify a distinction, and we 
had a rational basis Our rational basis was 
that when people bought their homes, they make 
their budget on the basis of that acquisition, 
and they are not going to be taxed out of their 
homes That they ought to have the assurances 
that their property taxes will only go up X 
amount a year, which m this case was, I think, 
2 percent a year, and that was the rational 
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basis Our briefs on just equal protection 
were about thirty to thirty-five pages, but if 
you were to distill it all into one or two 
sentences, the case law says all you need is a 
rational basis, and ipso facto, we have a 
rational basis and here it is And that's what 
we argued 

The court heard this case before the November 
election 7 And Rose Bird was up in that 
November election [State] Senator H L 
Richardson and some of the agribusiness 
interests were actually running a pretty much 
unprecedented campaign against her 7 
Right 

Did you get any sense that the court was 
keeping its eye on the November election 7 
Sure, I think the courts always keep their eyes 
on elections Remember who was on the courts 
Before those judges don the black robes, they 
are, by and large, politicians Rose Bird was 
certainly a politician, [Associate Justice] 
Stanley Mosk was certainly a politician, and 
they came up through the political process 
There's nothing wrong with that because you 
need a consensus on where the law is heading. 


and public opinion certainly plays a major role 
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here I am trying to think when the California 
Supreme Court has actually declared an 
initiative unconstitutional, and other than few 
minor initiative efforts, I can*t think of any 
Certainly all the controversial initiatives 
have been basically upheld Proposition 103, 1 
the insurance initiative, was modified, but it 
was essentially upheld Prop 13 was upheld, 
Proposition 8, 2 the victims* bill of rights, 
was upheld, Proposition 9, 3 which created the 
FPPC [Fair Political Practices Commission] was 
upheld The Courts adhere to the will of the 
people, and, m fact, there is a whole doctrine 
of law that says that they must give great 
deference to the will of the people, and the 
situation has got to be compelling for them to 
consider nullifying an initiative 
Well, to leap ahead, and just briefly, the 
[Assemblyman Don] Sebastiani initiative, the 
court kept off the ballot, and that created a 
lot of problems with the Republicans as a 
result of that 


November, 1988 
! June, 1982 
June, 1974 



100 


MERKSAMER 

SENEY 

MERKSAMER 

SENEY 


MERKSAMER 

SENEY 


MERKSAMER 


SENEY 

MERKSAMER 

SENEY 

MERKSAMER 


Right, that was m the eighties 

Right 

1982, 1983 

We will talk about that later, but that is an 
illustration where even keeping one off the 
ballot is politically difficult 
Right 

Maybe we'll talk about that when we move ahead 
Mr Deukmejian is elected attorney general in 
1978 And you're still in the attorney 
general's office 

I was a deputy attorney general, I worked on 
Prop 13 and the defense of other prominent 
cases, and he was elected attorney general I 
don't know if you are asking me how I got to 
know him, or what 7 

Yes Did you work on his campaign 7 
No, X did not 

That's what I am referring to, did you come to 
his attention 7 

No, I did not It was interesting I knew 
almost everybody m the Republican side of 
politics, but I never knew George Deukmejian, 
and the reason I never did was he was a very 
quiet and introspective guy, very diligent and 
did not get around that much 
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Was he active in the party affairs^ 

No, I mean he had run for attorney general in 
1970, and came in, I think, fourth out of four, 
he did not do very well I was a deputy 
attorney general, and he was very close to a 
fellow by the name of [Michael] Mike 
Franchetti, and Mike Franchetti was the head of 
the legislative unit for Attorney General 
Younger, and in that capacity got to know 
Senator Deukmejian They worked very closely 
on the death penalty and other legislation, but 
mostly the death penalty Franchetti was very 
knowledgeable about the criminal division of 
the attorney general's office because that's 
where he started, and that's where his 
experience was I think Deukmejian said to 
Franchetti, "I need to know something about the 
Civil Division of the attorney general's 
office," which is half the office "Is there 
anybody there that can brief me’" I was m the 
Civil Division, and I had represented most of 
the state agencies at one time or another 
during my four years in that division He 
[Franchetti] also knew that I had had a 
political background prior to joining the 
attorney general's office, so he asked me if I 
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would consider going to lunch with Deukmejian, 
meeting him, and briefing him And so I said, 
"Sure " So, we went over to Senator 
Deukme 3 ian , s office, m October of 1978, only a 
month before he was elected, and I met him 
What was your impression 9 

Just a nice guy We walked over to the 

Broiler, which is a steak house here in 
Sacramento on J Street, and we had lunch, and I 
briefed him on the Civil Division He just sat 
there and listened for about an hour, and we 
talked about the Civil Division, how it's 
organized, how it operates, some of the 
personalities, and that was the only time I 
talked to George Deukmejian during his 
campaign I clearly did not work for his 
campaign But he was elected 
Did it look like he was going to win at that 
point 9 

It looked like it was going to be very close 
He was m sort of a head to head contest with 
Yvonne Braithwaite Burke He won, and he 
formed a transition team which Franchetti was 
asked to head I was not formally on it, but I 
did communicate occasionally with Mike They 
had some problems in the transition Evelle 
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Younger had elevated civil servants people who 
worked m the office for many years, made them 
his senior deputy assistant attorney generals 
and chief deputy attorney general, this kind of 
thing When George Deukmejian came m, he 
indicated to some of these folks that he was 
going to make some changes They gave him the 
impression that he couldn't, or at least, he 
got that impression 
Deukmejian did 9 

So, he was complaining to Franchetti Well, 
Franchetti said, "Why don't you talk to 
Merksamer 9 " One of my jobs as a deputy 
attorney general was that I was the principal 
lawyer for the California State Personnel 
Board, and I was an expert at that point m 
civil service law In fact, that was where I 
did most of my work, m the civil service 
arena And so, Deukmejian called me up and he 
said, "Here is what they are telling me Is 
that true 9 " And, I said, "No, that's not true 
You have tremendous discretion " I explained 
to him the difference between exempt employees 
and career executive, assignment employees, 
which most of these folks were, which is sort 
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of hybrid of civil service, but you can remove 
them without cause 

They go back down into the civil service 
system 

They go back to their last civil service 
position, exactly I explained to him what the 
rules were, and the notice requirements, and 
those kinds of things I gather I solved the 
problem for him because he was very, very 
grateful He said, "Do you mind if I call you 
again if I have any more problems 9 " And I 
said, "No," and that was it That was the only 
time I heard from him during this transition 
And then, shortly before his inauguration, in 
Long Beach, I got a call from his personal 
secretary, Laurie Barbian, who said that Mr 
Deukmejian would like me to be his guest at his 
swearing-in at his inaugural I said, "Thank 
you very much, but I'm not interested," I did 
not go to the inaugural Why 9 
I want to know, yes 

I just wasn't interested I just wasn't 
interested in necessarily getting close to him, 
and I wasn't interested m necessarily working 


for him 
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Given the fact you have become very close to 
him, how do you account for this 7 
At that point, my career goals were set on 
leaving the attorney general's office and going 
into private practice In fact, at that point 
I had already had some conversations with 
private law firms, and that's what I was 
intending to do shortly after the new 
administration took over So, that was it 
Then he becomes attorney general, and 
Franchetti asked me if I would talk to him, 
he's interviewing folks for various positions 
I said, "Yes, I'll talk to him, but I'm not 
necessarily interested in anything, but I'll be 
happy to talk to him " And so I went to his 
office It was set up for a fifteen-minute 
interview, and I went to his office in 
Sacramento, this was about probably the first 
week in February, something like that So, [it 
was] maybe three or four weeks after he had 
taken office And he said to me, "If you could 
have any job m this office, what would you 
want " 7 And I said, "I don't want any 30 b m 
this office I want to leave this office " 

And he looked sort of surprised 

And you were serious 7 This was not a ploy 7 


SENEY 
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I was very serious This was not a ploy And 
I said, "I want to leave," and he said, "Why is 
that" 0 I said, "Because I've been here for 
four years, and I never intended to make a 
career out of this department I like it very 
much, but I want to go into private practice 
And so, I have to tell you, Mr Attorney 
General, there is nothing here that interests 
me " And he said, "OK" He accepted that 
premise, and he said, "I accept that, in light 
of that, why don't you tell me your views, as 
if you were sitting m my chair, and you were 
just elected the attorney general, how would 
you change the office or what would you do°" I 
had very strong views, I was very concerned 
about the way the office was managed, the way 
unfettered discretion had been essentially 
delegated to unelected bureaucrats The 
attorney general's office has tremendous power, 
the attorney general has tremendous power 
They make law by virtue of their opinions, and 
to delegate that to unelected civil servants, 
unaccountable civil servants, without any kind 
of review, bothered me And I basically talked 
for thirty or forty minutes, sort of a 
monologue about all the things that I thought 
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were wrong with the office, and all of the 
things that I thought should be changed, and if 
I were attorney general, the things that I 
would want to change He said, "When are you 
planning on leaving 7 " And I said that I am 
planning on leaving m about thirty days, maybe 
sixty days And he said, "Would you do me a 
favor, would you stay around for at least 
thirty days 7 I may have something I want to 
discuss with you before you leave " And I 
said, "Sure " And then I didn't hear from him 
for about thirty days, and then on the twenty- 
ninth or thirtieth day, he calls me up and he 
says, "I want to make you an offer, and I want 
you to really think about it before you say, 
no And all that stuff that you were telling 
me and everything, I basically have concluded 
that you're right, and so I want to create a 
new position m this office, called Special 
Assistant Attorney General and there will only 
be one of them, and that person will report 
directly to me That person will have 
responsibility for managing all of the 
significant litigation m the office, with a 
point of view to insure that the litigation is 
handled in a way that reflects my policies and 
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my priorities as attorney general," which is 
exactly what I had recommended to him Not so 
much the creation of that position, but that's 
what he's got to do He's got to create a 
mechanism to insure that the policies and the 
priorities of the department are in fact, the 
policies and the priorities of the one 
individual m the office elected by the people 
to make those policies, to set those 
priorities, and the one individual m the 
office accountable to the people for those 
policies and for those priorities I said, 

"Let me think about it," and I went home and 
discussed it with my wife, and decided that 
it's a pretty good opportunity, I was only 
thirty years old The attorney general's 
office which has thirty thousand active cases 
on any given day, to be put in charge of the 
most complicated litigation in the office was a 
pretty good opportunity I told him that I 
would do it, but I was only looking at a year, 
and then I am going to leave And he said, 
"Fine " And so, I took the job, and that is 
when our relationship started 
Did you work closely with him 7 
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Then I worked one on one with him, directly 
And we, over the next year, developed a very 
close relationship, obviously I didn't leave in 
a year, and that's when the relationship 
started But until that point, when I actually 
went to work with him, I didn't really know 
him, and I did not want to work for him I did 
not have any desire to work for him, As I say 
I didn't work on the campaign I really had no 
desire at all to get back into politics, per 
se 

In this position, you must have developed a 
pretty good idea what sort of an executive he 
is How would you describe him as an 
executive 7 

He was a very good executive who grew 
tremendously m office When he started out, 
he was very much the senator, and senators, 
like congressmen, are not very good executives 
They like to do everything themselves They 
are not good at delegation They're not 
necessarily disciplined or focused He was 
more disciplined and more focused than most, 
but he was still very much a senator Over a 
period of time, in that first year, he learned 
how to delegate to a management team, how to 
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manage a team, and by the time he became 
governor, he was, at least m my view, an 
excellent chief executive 
Did he become too immersed m detail * 3 
No, a chief executive cannot be a chief of 
staff You don't want to be immersed m 
details, you want to know enough of the details 
to know what's going on, but you want to 
basically have the broader perspective to be 
able to make policy, see what the policy 
direction ought to be, and not be focused on 
all the little details You won't see the 
forest for the trees George learned that, m 
fact, m my view, by the time he became 
governor, and even during his last year as 
attorney general, I thought he was an excellent 
executive He wasn't as removed as Ronald 
Reagan, but he was not nearly as immersed as 
[President] Jimmy Carter There is a balance 
that had to be struck, and I thought he did a 
very good 30 b of striking that balance The 
point is that we got to be very close, worked 
very closely together for a number of years 
You call him George I take it you call him 
that to his face I understand that he is an 


informal individual in that regard 
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Yes, I called him George, but I would say that 
the day he became governor, there were only two 
of us that would call him George, to my 
knowledge that worked for him, and that was 
myself and Mike Franchetti And he was and is 
one of my closest friends, we started out on a 
first name basis and it's never changed 
Side B] 

4, Side A] 

We were talking about your position m the 
office of the attorney general and you were the 
sort of conduit for these important cases Do 
you remember some of those cases which you 
especially needed to bring to the attorney 
general 1 s attention 7 

No First of all, I do have some difficulty 
talking about them because all of that would be 
privileged 

I am thinking more about broad headings, for 
example, environmental cases 
The victims’ bill of rights, Prop 8, as I 
recall it, and some of those, but basically we 
set up a system m which every section head or 
every assistant attorney general, when a case 
came into the office, he had to fill out a 


form 
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This is something you devised * 5 
We devised, and the form had him describe the 
case, and also describe its impact on public 
policy I had a staff, a small staff, and they 
would review all these forms, and literally 
hundreds would come m a week, and on the basis 
of that, we would figure out which of the cases 
we needed to personally follow and in some 
cases to get involved with And that was the 
process We actually had a name for it, which 
escapes me now, but it is like the Attorney 
General*s Litigation Monitoring Review System, 
or something to that effect I had an 
assistant who reviewed all this stuff, but I 
would be reviewing literally dozens every week 
Some of these would come to you * 5 
[Arthur G ] Art Scotland, who was on my staff 
at the time, and is on the Court of Appeal here 
m Sacramento, had a role m this Basically, 
we kept on top of the most controversial, and 
otherwise significant cases in the office, and 
they touched all different areas The attorney 
general sits on the commission [Commission on 
Judicial Appointments] that ratifies the 
appointment, confirms the appointment of 
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appellate justices and supreme court justices 
We staffed out his role on that commission 
These would be Mr Brown's appointees 
It became controversial because he [Attorney 
General Deukmejian] actually started a 
precedent of denying, of voting to deny 
confirmation which is something that 
historically was rarely done Younger voted to 
confirm everybody, and almost all attorneys 
general before that did as well And 
Deukmejian actually voted to deny some people 
When people questioned Mr Younger's vote to 
confirm Rose Bird, he said that it's the 
governor's choice and if she's not 
demonstratively incompetent, then his 
obligation was to vote m favor as a member of 
the Commission on Judicial Appointments 
Yes 

But Mr Deukmejian, obviously, had a very 
different view of that 

Yes, he is and was of the view that it is the 
governor's choice, and that a great deal of 
deference should be given to the governor's 
choice But having said that, he in good 
conscience could not support someone who he 
fundamentally disagreed with So, if the 
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governor wants to put someone on there who 
doesn't believe in the death penalty, for 
example who won't enforce the death penalty 
how could you ask a man who has devoted his 
entire life to the death penalty, to vote to 
confirm’ So, he changed the standard, and we 
staffed him on that, and, obviously, it means 
that when you appoint these judges, they all 
have a record We would go through the record, 
read all the cases the judge participated in, 
and basically give the attorney general an 
analysis and a recommendation as to what he 
should do And so that was another pretty 
important part of the job I had at that time 
The attorney general is one of three votes 
The chief justice and the senior appeals court 
judge, of whatever circuit the appointment 
happens to be in, are the other two circuits, 
if circuit is the right word, and I am not sure 
it is 

There is the First, Second, Third Court 
of Appeal District, and it was whatever 
district 

Did many appointments fall by the wayside, as 
you recall’ 
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Not many, but a number did A number did, I 
don*t remember how many, but there were 
certainly more than two or three 
There was something I wanted to ask you about 
because we are in the right time sequence In 
1979, the jewelry business owned by your family 
split up, and you played a very important role 
in mediating and settling it 

I guess I would probably minimize the role, but 
the fact is that my father and his brother 
started a jewelry business which had become by 
1979 pretty substantial We had, at that time 
maybe ten stores operating throughout northern 
California 
Under what name 7 

Devon*s Jewelers, or it was called Merksamer's 
Devon's Jewelers, and my brothers I was 

not active in the jewelry business 
You never liked it 7 
No 

Why not 7 

I think it was probably a part of me wanting to 
do my own thing, and part of it was, I thought 
it was boring, and I worked at it 
You tried 
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I didn't try it as a career, per se, but I 
worked Christmas I started working when I was 
about ten, and I worked in the shop, and I knew 
how to polish rings, and I could work all of 
the equipment I also worked in the 
bookkeeping part, and I worked as a wrapper 
when I was probably nine years old 
What does that mean 0 

A person who wraps all the Christmas presents 
People come in and buy something and they want 
it wrapped I did all that and I also worked 
as a salesperson when I was seventeen, 
eighteen, nineteen I actually worked as a 
salesperson I did not enjoy it, but my father 
wanted us all to be m it, in one way or the 
other, so I actually had stock in it 
In the jewelry business 7 

Well, actually, today, I own it with my two 
brothers So, I own a third of it 
Do you take any part today in the jewelry 
business 7 

Not really, other than I own a third of the 
stock, I don't play much of a role m the 
company at all, and my two younger brothers 
really operated the company, but they were just 
coming into the company My brother, [Gerald] 
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Jerry, ran it a number of years and my youngest 
brother, Jon, was just coming m to it, I 
think, and my uncle had a son and a daughter m 
the business The two brothers got along, my 
dad and my uncle, but the children did not, 
which is very typical of second and third 
generation family businesses, and after about a 
year or year and half, there was a different 
emphasis 

I would say my cousins, particularly Sam, 
is a principal part of this We were an 
extremely well-managed business m the sense 
that we had virtually no debt We carried our 
own paper, we internally financed our 
expansions We owned our own inventory, which 
was very unusual He figured with that kind 
of asset base, instead of operating ten stores, 
he would be willing to borrow money, and he 
could operate fifty stores And we could 
become one of the largest, instead of being, 
maybe the second or third largest family-owned 
jewelry store in the state We could be maybe 
the second or third largest jewelry chain in 
the country My brothers and my father had a 
different point of view, they would rather be 
very conservative, not owe any money and, you 
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know, my father always used to say, "If you 
could do as well with one store as you could 
with ten, you could certainly do as well with 
ten as you could with a hundred " 

Was this a profitable business 7 

Very profitable business Well, not as much so 
today m this economy as it was then but at 
that point it was very profitable 
Obviously, I don't want to see a balance sheet, 
but of every dollar you took in, how much would 
be profit, do you think 7 

Well, I mean, I don't want to get into that, 
but I'll say that the jewelry business in the 
seventies and the eighties underwent tremendous 
growth, and so the profits were very 
substantial, and that's all I would want to 
say I don't want to get into how much 
Sure 

Because you are getting into mark-up and 
overhead, and those kinds of things, you don't 
like to talk about, but it was considered one 
of the finest jewelry operations in the country 
by the people who make those kind of judgments 
I guess what I'm getting at is that on this 
scale, there was plenty of money for you and 
your brothers and your cousins 
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There was plenty of money for everybody Money 
has never been an issue Quite candidly, money 
was not the issue, it was never the issue The 
issue was control, and which direction the 
company would take Does it aggressively go 
out there and become the number one, or two or 
three jeweler m the country, or does it stay 
the number one jeweler m a regional market 7 
Does it pick up other debt, or does it stay 
debt-free 7 Those were the kinds of 
considerations Money was never a 
consideration I think over a period of time 
everybody just kind of concluded that the best 
thing to do would be to split the business, and 
we had a board meeting, and I was a member of 
the board, and I think I was the one that 
actually put it on the table that we should do 
it, and so we split the business 
But you led the division, did you not 7 
No, I don't want to exaggerate that role I 
was involved, but my father played the 
predominant role, and the three brothers 
assisted him At this point I was in the AG's 
office, and because I was a lawyer, I took a 
very active role I think it is fair to say 
that at that point my father and my brothers 
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relied upon my judgment on things, at least I 
like to believe it, but I don't want to suggest 
that I played a larger role than in fact I did, 
or my brothers did We were all kind of in it 
together, and we went to all the meetings 
together, negotiated together We were 
represented by counsel, they were represented 
by counsel, but the fact of the matter is it 
was a very amicable split Within ninety days, 
we split the entire business, which is ten 
stores, a headquarters building and vehicles 
and probably tens of thousands of pieces of 
inventory We did it without a lawsuit and did 
it without an outside audit, an independent 
audit, it was a very amicable split My 
cousins went on to start a new venture called 
Merksamer Jewelers which they did ultimately 
take national They had some problems when the 
economy collapsed and they had all this debt 
because my cousin was now operating close to a 
hundred stores, maybe over a hundred stores 
His business collapsed, and they had actually 
gone through reorganization in bankruptcy, and 
our business 
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We kept the Devon's name, and our business has 
grown from five stores to today we operate, I 
think, it's fourteen stores throughout 
northern California 
So you chose the right path 

Yes, I mean we're happy with the path we chose, 
and we still operate with very little debt 
We're not the biggest, but we can sleep at 
night, and that's sort of where my dad was 
really coming from But that was very 
traumatic for our family because, up to that 
point, the relationship with my uncle and his 
family was pretty close Obviously, when you 
go through something like this, it pretty much 
caused the complete disintegration of the 
relationship between my father and his brother 
Is your uncle still alive 9 

Which was very unfortunate My uncle is still 
alive, but he is close to ninety years old, and 
the families are still pretty much estranged 
If I see my cousin, we talk, it's civil, but 
there is no real relationship there In fact, 
my son was at school, I remember when he was in 
second grade, they were asking what their 
fathers do, and someone m his class got up and 
said that my father is an executive with 
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Merksamer Jewelers My son came home and 
said, "Dad, what is Merksamer Jewelers'?" I had 
to explain the situation to him because he had 
never even met his cousins He doesn't even 
know that he's got cousins He knows, but he 
has not really even met his cousins I tried 
to explain to him what happened and the fact 
that there is a Merksamer Jewelers and we have 
nothing to do with it But, anyway, those 
things happen in families 
Sure 

Anyway, that was a difficult period in our 
lives, but, since then, everything has been 
fine, and my brothers, as I say, continue to 
operate our business The nature of the retail 
business is changing, and this economy has not 
been very good the last three or four years, 
but the fact that we were able to stay debt- 
free helped us to get through some very 
difficult times because we clearly have not 
been as profitable over the last three or four 
years as we were m the decade before 
Let me ask you about one other thing I am 
kind of curious about the way you go from 
government to the private sector You said 
that when Attorney General Deukmejian called 
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you and you said, "Well I'm going to go out 
into private practice," and you said in that 
answer that you had actually talked to some law 
firms 
Uh-huh 

I am kind of curious how that works You 
obviously have marketable knowledge and 
marketable skills, and can you give me a sense 
of how that works, do they offer you a 
partnership 9 Do you ask for a partnership 9 
Well, actually at that stage, it is different 
than when I am m the governor's office 
I want to ask you about that 

Because when you leave the governor's office, 
at that point I become somewhat of a more 
prominent personality 
More valuable 9 

Well, potentially, you're more marketable, but 
actually you're very concerned about conflicts, 
those kinds of things When I was m the AG's 
office, I don't want to disclose the firm that 
I was talking to, but there was a firm here in 
Sacramento I thought that I was going to go to 
that basically offered to bring me m as a 
junior partner, and that's where I was heading 
They had actually approached me through a 
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senior partner m the firm, and that's who I 
was discussing this with 
I see 

So, it wasn't a solicited thing, and it wasn't 
anybody that I had done any business with, or 
the state was doing any business with, at least 
the AG's office was doing business with 
You would not have been able to be helpful to 
them in any case for some period of time”* 

Not at all Well, no, not because of conflicts 
of interest If I were in a position, let's 
say to go join a law firm, and then they were 
going to take a position or ask me to take a 
position on a case that I had worked on, I 
would not have been able to do that because I 
would have been prevented by the ethical rules 
that a lawyer cannot represent the opposite 
side on the same issue so I would have had a 
conflict I was never worried about that 
because this firm did not do much with the 
state in that regard I never anticipated that 
being an issue although I certainly would have 
disqualified myself had I moved over to this 
firm from anything that I was involved m But 
it is something when you are in public life, 
and you want to do it the right way, you have 
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to be very cognizant of conflicts, and now 
there are a lot of rules Then there weren’t 
Would these be [California] State Bar rules' 5 
Well, there are always state bar rules, but now 
there are statutes that prevent you from 
working on that which you worked on directly 
when you were a public employee There are 
rules now that prevent you from going back and 
lobbying your former agency for, I think, up to 
a year I didn't lobby, anyway, but those 
rules were not m existence when I left the 
governor's office 
I see 

Well, one of those rules was, the rule on 
lobbying was not, but the rule on work on an 
issue m which you were representing parties on 
one side m private practice and representing 
parties on the other side of the same issue m 
government was precluded at that point 
That wasn't a problem 
No 

Getting back to the attorney general's office, 
doing this work for Mr Deukmejian the 
objective of which, if I understand what you 
said correctly, is to make sure that the 
decisions made about litigation in the office 
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reflect Mr Deukmejian's philosophical views 
was this aimed in any way towards re-election 7 
No People thought it was but it really 
wasn't First of all, he didn't run for re- 
election, but, secondly, it was aimed at 
basically, getting some accountability and some 
responsibility m the office Now, one of the 
things I did do which became quite well-known 
was I was asked to write a program for how he 
can more effectively utilize the office I 
wrote a memorandum which ended up in the Los 
Angeles Times m banner headlines, basically, 
Merksamer's roadmap for Deukmejian for the 
governor's office 
How did that get to the Times 7 

It was leaked by a member of our staff I know 
who leaked it He is a fairly prominent member 
of the news media, and I probably do not want 
to say who it is, but that's who leaked it 
It was someone on your staff 7 

On our staff at the time, and who was kind of a 
disgruntled employee because he had been let 
go 

Is he a Sacramento television commentator 7 
Well, you're pretty close You really have 
done your homework Anyway, this document was 
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leaked, and, you know, that's when Deukme^ian 
kind of emerged as a potential gubernatorial 
candidate There is nothing in the document 
about running for governor, but there was 
material in the document that basically said, 
"This is how you utilize the office, this is 
how you become more forceful, this is how you 
become a more prominent personality " It was 
kind of a roadmap 
Can you summarize it for me 9 

No, I honestly can't We talked about creating 
a special prosecutions unit, and we talked 
about creating an education violence unit, a 
unit set up for the purpose of diminishing 
violence m the schools 
Well, you did that 

Yes, we did all that Everything we did at the 

time, we talked about creating a ma]or crime 

prevention program 

Who was the mascot you had 9 

Yes, I know who you're talking about I 

forgot, but I remember that unit We had a 

mascot, an animal, and 

"Take a bite out of crime " 

"Take a bite out of crime," the crime dog, 
McGruff McGruff, the crime dog, that's who it 
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was, "Take a bite out of crime " We ran ads 
all over the state, we created a crime 
prevention unit out of whole cloth, out of 
nothing and it became a half a million dollar 
unit 

Isn't this something, though, that if it did 
serve Mr Deukmejian's political ambitions, and 
X don't want to sound like a member of his 
staff, but even it’s serving political 
ambitions, it's doing something that ought to 
be done 

Absolutely, it's still being done [Attorney 
General] John Van de Kamp had a major crime 
prevention program 

Mr Deukmejian's Democratic successor 
Yes, his Democratic successor, and there's 
nothing wrong with that It was important for 
the attorney general to spend the time on 
trying to prevent crime, as opposed to trying 
to prosecute criminals, and we do both It was 
basically the enunciation of eight or nine or 
ten program type goals, along those lines, and 
I remember, we had a major narcotics task 
force 

Is this when the CAMP [Campaign Against 
Marijuana Planting] begins 9 


SENEY 



MERKSAMER 


SENEY 

MERKSAMER 


SENEY 


MERKSAMER 

SENEY 


129 

Exactly, that is the memorandum to start that 
whole program, and, I think, I even said the 
attorney general should go on some of the 
raids, which he did And so, we basically 
implemented the program, it was like a ten or 
twelve point program I would give you the memo 
if I had it I probably have it somewhere, and 
it was very benign, but because it was so 
aggressive 

Compared to Mr Younger*s 
Yes, it was newsworthy and you know that's 
when I started getting tagged as sort of a guru 
type But anyway, I wrote that memorandum, and 
as I say, that leaked out, and we essentially 
implemented it One of the jobs I had was to 
see to it that the memorandum was implemented 
You know, in interviewing members of the 
legislature, I frequently ask them, if they 
served simultaneously with Governor Deukmejian, 
did he ever seem to them as someone who had 
ambition to be governor, and every one of them 
said, "Absolutely not " 

Right 

Certainly, attorney general, that was well 
within his interests, but never governor It 
never occurred to him that he would want to be 
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governor Now at some point, he begins to 
decide he wants to be governor, and you say 
this memo was something that made him look more 
viable for governor Were you privy to his 
thinking m discussions with him 7 
Well, I think I was probably more privy to it 
than anybody in the sense that we started 
talking about it, and I wanted him to run 
for governor 

Did you bring it up to him 7 Did you say, "Boss 
you've got to run for governor 7 " 

Yes 

Did you say, "Do you want to run for governor 7 " 
Well, not quite like that, but X did certainly 
raise it with him 
How 7 

Well, part of the problem was that I wasn't 
particularly enamored with who his opponent 
was, it was [Lt Governor] Mike Curb, and I 
didn't think he had the sufficient stature or 
credibility to be a viable candidate for 
governor, and I thought George did The more I 
worked with George, the more I recognized what 
a unique, at least in my view, and talented 
individual he was It is true, no one working 
with George would have thought he wanted to be 
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governor because one of his central qualities 
that makes him so unique is his humility I 
mean he really is humble He is not a 
pretentious individual He is not egocentric, 
like most politicians He is not dysfunctional 
like so many people in political life He has 
his priorities straight He knows what's 
important 

What do you mean by dysfunctional qualities^ 
Well, I don't want to mention any names, but I 
would say, as a class, there are obviously many 
exceptions to this, but as a class, many people 
m political life are dysfunctional m my view 
Side A] 

4, Side B] 

Dysfunctional m the sense that there is 
something lacking m their lives that caused 
them to pursue the acquisition of political 
power, not necessarily for the purpose of 
serving, but for the purpose of acquiring more 
and more power Now, one example of a person 
who I liked a great deal, and who I respect for 
his intellect, but I always felt that there was 
a big chunk of his brain missing, was Jerry 
Brown And with Jerry, who is a very smart 
guy, and who I knew very well 
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And you liked him 

And I liked him, that's absolutely true There 
was a part of his brain missing, and it was 
that part that has to do with interpersonal 
relationships It has to do with human beings 
Jerry could like people m the abstract, but 
not anybody individually Jerry could dislike 
people in the abstract, but not anybody 
individually Politics filled a void in his 
life I mean, look at how many people in 
political life at a high level don't have any 
children Jerry Brown wasn't married, didn't 
have any children, Pete Wilson has never had 
any children, Ronald Reagan, while I think he 
is a wonderful husband, I think his attempt at 
fatherhood which has been written about 
extensively, and I think most people think and 
he would acknowledge himself that he's had some 
very serious difficulties I think that’s 
because there's a need that running for office 
fills m so many of these folks 

George Deukmejian has a wonderful wife, 
wonderful children He knew what was important 
to him, and what was important was family, and 
religious faith, and his country And I saw 
that as something that made him very special 
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and very unique I worked on him to consider 
that he would have to step out and put his neck 
on the line because the alternatives were not 
very good, and he was the right guy for the 
moment But, I could see where I am sure that 
nobody would have anticipated that because, 
again, he was not a person consumed, and is not 
a person consumed with political ambition for 
himself George Deukmejian almost became a 
priest That was his career choice When he 
was young, he seriously considered the 
priesthood, and I think politics was his way of 
serving, and even today, after eight years as 
governor, and four years as attorney general, 
if you talk to his most violent enemies, the 
people who dislike him the most, they will tell 
you privately how much respect they have for 
him because he is a man who had strong views, 
stood by those views, didn't waiver, and what 
you saw is what you got 

He is an individual, for example, that 
would have the courage to force the University 
of California to divest the South Africa stocks 
even though that was fundamentally not popular 
with the general electorate, and fundamentally 
unpopular with his Republican base He was an 
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individual who had the courage to sign the 
automatic weapons prohibition m this state 
that Senator [David] Robert 1 was just attempted 
to be recalled on Well, that bill was signed 
by George Deukmejian, who was very close to the 
so-called NRA [National Rifle Association] and 
the gun lobby Well, why did he sign it° 
Because he knew that while the constitution 
does give people the right to bear arms, nobody 
contemplated that right to include Ml6's or Uzi 
machine guns, and so he was a man who really 
did what he believed was right If you were to 
talk to [Speaker of the Assembly] Willie [L ] 
Brown [Jr ], he will tell you that he was a 
very predictable governor because he knew where 
he was philosophically and that's where he 
would be But he was a very unusual man m 
that regard I mean he didn't belong in 
politics 

I mentioned to you earlier that I did not 
want to get back into politics, and I didn't 
It wasn't a ploy, it was very real The reason 
I didn't was because I had seen too many things 
as a young man when I was twenty-one, twenty- 
two, that discouraged me about the nature of 
politics and the nature of seeking and holding 
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political office I would say, and I don't 
want to get too idealistic here, or too 
Pollyannish here, but I would say that George 
Deukinejian, for myself, had a very therapeutic 
impact on me personally because watching him in 
the attorney general*s office and watching him 
make decisions, basically, restored my 
confidence in the political process, restored 
my faith in the political process, and caused 
me to give a substantially larger portion of my 
life to public life and public service than I, 
otherwise, would have given So he was, and 
is, a very rare politician, and even his 
enemies with whom he philosophically disagrees 
will tell you that I don't think you will 
find a member [of the legislature] over there 
that served with him, or that worked with him 
as governor, that would not tell you they have 
profound respect for the way he went about his 
business In my view, we need more people like 
that m public life, but we're not going to get 
them, because they've essentially opted out of 
public life 

He spent a long career in politics 
Absolutely 

He was elected to the assembly m 1966 
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1966, yes, thirty years in politics, over 
thirty years 

But, as you're talking to him about becoming 
governor, and suggesting maybe we can do more, 
get more of these things done, however you're 
putting it to him, he's amenable, I take it, to 
these discussions 

Slowly I had to push a little bit I was 
clearly a pusher 

How would you influence him 9 Everyone is 
different, and subordinates who know their 
chief well know how to influence them 
How would you approach him 9 

I would just talk to him as, I think father 
figure is too strong, like a brother figure 
and he was really a mentor It was true that 
during the period of time that I worked for him 
in the AG's office, I was clearly a 
subordinate I mean m a sense that he was my 
boss It's also true that he never treated me 
that way He treated me more like a partner 
We operated much more like a partnership He 
never made a decision, particularly as 
governor, that I was not fully a part of, and 
I can hardly ever remember him making a 
decision that I disagreed with I think there 



137 


SENEY 

MERKSAMER 


SENEY 


MERKSAMER 


may have been one or two times, and that was 
fine It was his decision ultimately to make, 
but it was done almost as partners 
He always asked your opinion 7 

On everything, absolutely, and we communicated 
on everything together We'd talk about life, 
it wasn't just a business relationship where 
you come and do the daily work of running the 
governor's office and go home We'd talk about 
our children, and we'd talk about our families, 
and we'd talk about various personal problems 
that we may be having, and we'd talk about our 
parents, and we'd talk about our grandparents, 
we were friends That's a much better way to 
describe it We were soul mates And I think 
the word "soul mates" is the best way to 
describe it 

Didn't this happen pretty quickly once you 
began to establish a rapport with him 7 Did it 
take very long to come to this point 7 
It happened very quickly, it happened 
within a year, I would say You go through the 
fire with someone, and we certainly went 
through our share of fires—in the attorney 
general's office, a very tough primary campaign 
for governor against Mike Curb, a tough general 
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election campaign against [Mayor] Tom Bradley 
the transition and especially the first year in 
the governor’s office, which was very 
difficult—and a bond is forged The 
relationship was really formed in the first 
year 

I guess when I asked you about how you would 
approach him on a question, and I don’t want to 
belabor this, but it is of interest I think, 
you come in and, I guess, you'd say, "George, 
we’ve got this problem and this is the 
situation and this, I think, would be a good 
solution " 

Most of the time, I would say, "George," just 
what you just said, "George, here's the issue, 
here's the problem, here's how I think we 
ought to handle it, what do you think 7 " So, 

I’d explain the issue, and I’d give him a 
solution Sometimes, I’d explain the issue, 
and give him two or three solutions "We could 
do this, we could approach it this way, the 
upside of that is, the downside of that is, we 
could approach it this way, the upside is, the 
downside is Which gives you the most comfort 7 
Which makes the most sense to you 7 " Most of 
the time, 95 percent of the time, that’s how I 
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would approach it Five percent of the time 
I'd go m and I'd say, "Well, I'm glad you’re 
governor, and I'm not because here’s our 
problem and I don't know how to deal with it 
Give me a little advice What do we do 7 " So, 
once in a while, I’d bring him a problem that I 
truly couldn't answer Remember, at this 
point, I am only a chief of staff I’m only 
thirty-four years old, thirty-five years old, 
and I know what I don't know But the good 
news is he's been around so long, and been 
involved m so many things—he was the 
Republican leader of the senate—he would tell 
me how he wanted to handle it But, again, it 
wasn't like, "OK, do it this way, one, two, 
three, four " It was like, "Well, here's an 
approach, what do you think of this 7 " We'd 
talk it out We literally 
spent hours together every day 
Would he make a decision pretty quickly 7 
No, slowly He would rarely make a decision on 
the spot He would say, "Let me think about 
it, give me a night, give me two nights, and 
we'll talk about it tomorrow " In the 
governor's office, now, we met every day on a 
regular basis m a formal way I had a senior 
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staff meeting at nine o'clock and then I'd go 
see the governor about ten-thirty, and I'd see 
the governor from about ten-thirty to noon 
Well, it could be ten-thirty to eleven Most 
of the time, it was at least an hour We'd go 
through everything, and then during the rest of 
day, I'd see him I had lunch with him, and 
we'd be working in and out the rest of the day 
and then at the end of the day, I'd spend 
fifteen minutes with him, kind of getting 
caught up on the day's events So, we really 
spent a great deal of time together, and I was 
always extraordinarily honest with him and 
blunt 

He wanted that, did he 7 

Yes and I wanted it because I felt that the 
worst thing that could happen to a governor or 
a president is to be isolated, and that you got 
to tell him that he's screwing up, and if 
you're his friend, and if you can't tell him 
that he's screwing up, then nobody can And I 
did although I wouldn't tell him that in front 
of other people We'd have our screwing up 
conversations privately, but we had them And 
he had them with me, too To the extent that 
he felt that, and it was rare, but it happened 
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Where I tend to be very blunt, and get to the 
bottom line, matter of fact kind of approach, 
his approach is much more circuitous, I mean he 
is more polite than I am, and has much more 
difficulty laying it out, and so you have to 
know how to read him a little bit Like if he 
says to you, "Steve, I'm worried, I'm starting 
to hear a little bit of criticism about this, 
and what do you think about it’" That means 
that he's really troubled by something, and you 
better knock it off Whereas, I would say, if 
I were talking to me, I would say, "Hey, you're 
acting like a jerk, knock it off " It's just 
that you learn, he knew how to read me and I 
knew how to read him I don't know if you've 
talked to anybody about us as a team, but I 
think most people would tell you that we worked 
well together, our chemistry was remarkable I 
could anticipate what he would do m almost any 
situation 

Well, a good chief of staff needs to do that, 
that's the qualification for the job 
Right, that's the primary qualification for the 
job 

I want to go back to talk about running for 


governor 
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OK 

Because Curb is the heir apparent 
Absolutely 

This is again the people we talked about 
before, some of the Republican king-makers, 
they settled for whatever reason, maybe you can 
enlighten me there, but for whatever reason, 
they settled on Mike Curb But why do you 
suppose they did? 

Well, with all candor, without trying to be 
disrespectful to these folks—many of them are 
not alive any more—I think they settled on 
Mike Curb primarily because they felt they 
could control Mike Curb, and they felt they 
couldn't with George Deukmejian The only 
force that I knew him to be subordinate to was 
God I remember a conversation that he had 
with the kitchen cabinet when he decided to 
challenge Curb They called him up They 
said "Look, it's crazy, you're going to lose 
I'll tell you what, we'll make you senator, 
we'll back you for United States Senate, and 
you'll be our senator " And he basically told 
them to go jump in the lake, and those were 
very strong words coming from him 
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Now, the outside impression is that among the 
Republicans, as opposed to the Democrats, the 
fund raising is pretty centralized 
Individuals like this have made good on the 
kind of statement you have just quoted 
Absolutely, but George Deukmejian had an ace m 
the hole, and it was called the Armenian 
community The Armenian community had been a 
disenfranchised, dispossessed community, we 
know their history, their national history, and 
this is an opportunity They are a substantial 
community m California, prosperous, and this 
is an opportunity to elect someone of Armenian 
heritage to the highest post in the state If 
he was not Armenian he would have lost the 
primary, because he would not have had the 
financial resources to put on the campaign that 
we did The Armenian community stepped up to 
the plate, and in addition to their time and 
their energy they put a tremendous amount of 
money into the campaign 

Do you have any idea, in rough terms, of how 
much'* 

Yes Roughly six million dollars 
From the Armenian community' 3 


SENEY 
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Well, I would say six million dollars for the 
primary, to run the primary campaign, and I 
would say 80 percent of that from the Armenian 
community 

The first of the money 

Clearly, the first of it, clearly the first of 
it 

Did you ever meet with him and members of the 

Armenian community 7 

Sure 

How would that work 7 

Well, most of them thought I was Armenian 
You do look, if I may say so, as though you 
could pass for Armenian 

Right, most of them thought I was Armenian I 
did have, and continue to have, a very good 
relationship with many of the Armenian leaders, 
and I would go to those meetings Well, George 
would have some private meetings with a fellow 
by the name of Karl Samuelian who became his 
principal fund raiser who helped him He is 
still a very prominent fund raiser m 
California, who was emerging and becoming a 
major player, not particularly m the Armenian 
community, but generally m the fund raising 
community Karl would be the principal liaison 
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to the Armenian community from the governor' s 
political point of view, not myself, although I 
was viewed as the governor's sort of right-hand 
man But I didn't fund raise per se But, 
sure, he would not have been a viable factor 
at all but for the Armenian community 
Did you work on the 1982 campaign*? 

Yes, in '81 after he sort of decided he was 
going to run, X remember a meeting that we had 
in Long Beach m which he asked four or five of 
us to join him, and he said he decided that he 
was going to run Then he asked me if I would 
consider taking a leave of absence from the 
attorney general's office, to direct policy for 
his campaign, put the policy apparatus 
together I said, "I won't take a leave of 
absence I've been trying to get out of this 
place for the last three years, but I'll leave 
and go do it " He said, "Yes, but you don't 
understand, if I lose this election, you're 
going to want a place to come back to, so why 
don't you make it a leave of absence You can 
come back to your position " I had civil 
service status, as well I said, "George, you 
don't understand, I wanted to leave here three 
years before I do not want to make a career 
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of this office, and I am willing to take my 
chances If you lose, I'll just go out and 
practice law " So, I resigned I did not take 
a leave of absence, and I became the policy 
director of the campaign And I put together 
task forces of people and basically educated 
myself and educated the attorney general, as to 
the various policy needs of the state m a host 
of different areas education, crime, budget, 
health and welfare, the environment 
Ultimately, we put together position papers 
that became the position papers in the 
campaign I wrote them on all these different 
subjects, and that was my role during the 
primary That was my role during most of the 
campaign, although my role was ultimately a lot 
bigger than that because I was also a principal 
advisor It was broader than just running 
policy I traveled with him and I was his 
advisor and friend 

Can I move back to the policy statement 9 
Governor Deukmejian took a very great interest 
in higher education which had been neglected 
under Jerry Brown This came out, I take it, 
in these position papers 9 
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It did Both of us had a very strong view that 
higher education had been neglected both by 
Jerry Brown and Ronald Reagan, that there 
needed to be a renewed emphasis on restoring 
the University of California and our state 
college and university system to preeminent 
status It was very important They are both 
treasures of the state, and both very important 
for the economic development of the state I 
mean, how can you develop economically without 
a well-educated work force 9 We need engineers, 
we need teachers, and we need physicians and 
people like that If we have a second-rate 
university system, we*re going to have a 
second-rate state So we felt that a great 
deal of effort ought to be put into restoring 
the luster of the University of California and 
the state college and university System We 
also felt the same way about the community 
college system, but we also felt that there 
ought to be some modest fees imposed At that 
point, there weren't any community college 
fees, and we did impose a $50 fee 

Now, I think, frankly, my own view is, you 
didn't ask this, but I am very upset with the 
way things are today I think fees are way too 
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high for the state college system and the 
University of California and community 
colleges I think we are reaching the point 
where children from middle class homes and 
lower middle class homes are actually being 
deprived of their ability to get an education 
I think it is very unfortunate the policy 
direction of the state, where we are heading 
right now But, anyway, having said all that, 

I was primarily responsible for putting 
together his positions on the various issues 
that confronted the state 

How did the campaign against Curb go 7 That was 
a tight campaign 
Very tight 

What do you think made the difference'* 

George Deukmejian comes across as sincere and 
credible, and Mike Curb came across as 
insincere and not ready for prime time I mean 
there were different issues, but that, m a 
nutshell, was what it was all about 
When Curb was lieutenant governor, and Jerry 
Brown would leave the State, as he did 
frequently, running for higher office, there 
were incidents when Curb would appoint judges 
and so forth, and Brown would come back and 
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reverse those things Do you think that hurt 
Curb 9 

Sure, it’s silly [Lt Governor] Leo [T ] 
McCarthy never did that to George Deukmejian 
Leo McCarthy conducted himself with great 
dignity and the fact is, and I worked for the 
lieutenant governor [Remecke], the fact is the 
lieutenant governor's office is a useless 30 b 
My own view is they ought to abolish it It 
doesn't provide any role at all of any 
substance, except as a place for the successor 
to be should the governor die in office Well, 
you could have the secretary of state, or the 
attorney general, or some other constitutional 
officer succeed to the governorship in the 
event something unfortunate like that happened 
And Mike Curb was just poorly advised m my 
view, and he used to make mischief, and that's 
what he did He became an irritant, I thought 
rather infantile And so, anyway, I think that 
all contributed to his ultimate demise 
Once the primary was over, did Justin Dart or 
the others come around and give money to Mr 
Deukmejian's campaign 9 

Yes, but they were never close to Deukmejian 
They did, they supported him 


MERKSAMER 
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Could I stop you for a minute 7 From what I 

understand about Mr Deukmejian, their approach 

was the wrong way to approach him 

Totally, he was furious 

He doesn't get over that 

Never He never forgets 

He must have felt insulted 

He did, he felt very troubled about it He 
felt they were trying to buy him, or own him 
And they were 

Right I wasn't there when he got the call, 
because he took the call in private, but I was 
there when he walked out and he told me about 
the call 

What was his demeanor 7 

He was as angry as I've ever seen him George 
Deukmejian was a proud man and, as I say, 

George Deukmejian yields to no one other than 
God I've always had this theory because the 
truth is that I really worked very hard to try 
to convince George to run for governor George 
really had a lot of doubts as to whether he 
should, whether it was the right thing to do, 
and one of the things that moved him to 
actually making the irrevocable decision to go, 
was the phone call 
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It backfired on them 

Yes, because I think he just said, "My God, who 
do these folks think they are 9 " And he got 
angry And, I've always felt that that 
contributed to his decision Because up until 
that point, he had not actually made the 
irrevocable decision to go, he was making 
noises to that effect, and was taking 
soundings 

What do you mean by taking soundings' 9 
Letting people know that he was thinking about 
it, what do you think* 9 Would you be willing to 
support him 9 How much money would you give 9 
Sort of getting people's views 9 
And that got back to Dart and those guys and 
then that's when they called Deukmejian and 
tried to basically back him out of the race I 
think if George Deukmejian had any doubts as to 
whether or not he should go, I think that that 
caused him to resolve the doubts in favor of 
going, and he never had a good relationship 
with them ever, I mean from that point forward 
I would say that out of all the members of the 
kitchen cabinet, Bill Smith, because he was an 
attorney, U S Attorney General, had a 
relationship with Deukmejian, and he was also, 
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out of the group, the more gentle, the more 
considerate Some of these guys were real 
hard-charging types 
[End of Tape 4, Side B] 
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I wanted to ask you [just one more question that 
wasn't on the list that I gave you on the 19th 
pertaining to the 1982 election and that is, m 
the last month. Bill Roberts held a press 
conference and essentially raised, for the 
first time, the race issue Tom Bradley is 
black, and my understanding is that Mr 
Deukmejian took great exception to that 
reference and maybe you can tell me what 
happened as result of that 
Well, let me start my putting it this way 
Obviously, the fact is that George Deukmejian 
is Armenian and Tom Bradley is black, and while 
people can take note of the reality of the 
racial or ethnic background of a particular 
candidate, those issues should be irrelevant 
In the case of Deukmejian, he felt very 
strongly that they ought to be, and he had 
specifically instructed his campaign manager, 
Bill Roberts, and everybody else associated 
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with him, that race is simply a taboo subject 
It is not something that can be raised, should 
be raised, if it was to be raised, George 
Deukmejian would find that to be extremely 
offensive to him Despite that, Bill Roberts, 
in what I still believe personally to be an 
innocent way, raised it at a press conference, 
and he raised it m this context If you 
recall, Deukmejian was down in the public 
polls I think he was somewhere between ten 
and fourteen points behind Bradley, and Roberts 
said, "Look, a lot of people aren't honest with 
pollsters and they're not going to say how they 
really think, and I think that's worth an 
additional five points," or words to that 
effect, and that hit the news media 
I happened to be traveling with 
Deukmejian We were m Santa Barbara in 
Ventura County when that happened, and George 
was, well to say that he was furious or as 
angry as I've ever seen him would be an 
understatement He felt that the issue should 
not have been raised, that while Bill may have 
acted innocently, it was intolerable The 
bottom line is within twenty-four hours or so 
Bill submitted his resignation from the 
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that resignation, came the resignation of the 
deputy campaign manager, Fred Karger, and the 
scheduling folks and the media folks because 
they were all part of Bill's operation 
essentially I was the policy director of the 
campaign, and George asked me to step m and 
become the campaign chairman and campaign 
manager I indicated that I would 

I had to move My home was in Sacramento, 
and I actually had an office here in Sacramento 
from which I directed all policy I did travel 
with George a lot, and so, I moved down to Los 
Angeles for the last five weeks or so of the 
campaign Basically the campaign headquarters 
was in kind of a shopping center complex, very 
close to the Los Angeles airport and there was 
a hotel right across the street from it, and 
that was my home So, I had to you know, leave 
my wife, we had a little baby at home and 
essentially didn't see her for five weeks And 
I went down there and worked, and the first 
thing we did was we had to bring m a new media 
team because, as I said, the media team left 
I assumed the responsibilities of the campaign 
manager, and the deputy campaign manager, but 
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we had to bring m a new media team I brought 
in Sal Russo who had a consulting firm here m 
Sacramento, called at that point Russo-Watts, 
to assist with the media Some of the original 
elements of our team, Ken Khachigian, who was a 
campaign consultant and speech writer based m 
San Clemente, and Lance Torrance, who was our 
pollster, remained with the campaign 

We convened literally three days of 
non-stop reorganization of the campaign, and 
when I say non-stop, I mean non-stop The 
first day of this, which was maybe the day 
after I became the campaign chairman, we began 
meeting at one or two o'clock in the afternoon 
and our meeting did not end until eleven or 
twelve o'clock the next day We went all 
night, and then we took a break, had something 
to eat, got two or three hours sleep, and 
reconvened again about five o'clock and went 
another twenty or twenty-two hours 
Were you taking a whole different approach’ 

Yes, absolutely We stopped all of the 
campaign commercials that were running We 
stopped all of the direct mail that Bill was 
doing We just wanted to change the entire 
theme of the campaign, and we did In about 
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seventy-two hours of literally non-stop work 
the five of us reconstructed the entire 
campaign and wrote a whole new set of 
commercials, a whole new set of mail, a whole 
new set of campaign themes, and new basic 
speech material for George The public noted 
because, as I said, we were anywhere from ten 
to fourteen points behind, and immediately once 
we had a new media head [we] began to move up 
quite dramatically 

SENEY How did it differ, the new media, from what Mr 

Roberts had been doing 7 

MERKSAMER We tried to highlight the differences between 
Tom Bradley and George Deukmejian On the 
issues that the people of this state presumably 
cared about—the issues of taxation, on the 
issues of law enforcement, criminal justice, on 
the issues of education—we tried to highlight 
on the differences on those issues In terms 
of mail, Deukmejian was supportive of the death 
penalty—had helped write the death penalty 
law—Bradley was not Deukmejian had ruled out 
essentially raising new taxes, Bradley did not 
Deukmejian was against the gun initiative 1 


Proposition 15, November 1982 
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that was on the ballot that year, Bradley was 
m support of it Deukmejian was very much 
opposed to Cesar Chavez and what was happening 
in the fields at that point, Bradley said that 
Chavez should be nominated for the Nobel Peace 
Prize Those were the essential differences, 
and there were others We had ads m which we 
also put Deukmejian on the air The original 
ads did not have Deukmejian talking These ads 
were George Deukmejian's essentially saying, 
"Look, there's a lot of differences between me 
and Tom Bradley on the issues that you care 
about I support the death penalty, he 
doesn't I am going to stand firm against 
raising taxes, he won't," those kinds of 
things, and that was the essential thrust of 
the campaign Then we redoubled our efforts, 
and we went to a twenty hour a day campaign 
schedule, seven days a week, and by the weekend 
before the Tuesday election, we had caught up 
I knew we had caught up 
You could feel it 9 

I knew it I saw the survey data We were 
polling every day, and I so the press didn't 
know it, and remember the public opinion polls 
The L A Times polls essentially stop on 
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Wednesday or Thursday before the election 
Well, we were polling Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday, and I knew Sunday night that we were 
neck and neck, but that doesn't mean you 
necessarily win I knew it was going to be 
within a hundred thousand votes And it turned 
out, it was The good news for us it was a 
hundred thousand votes our way 

How was the money at that point in terms of the 
campaign funds available^ Obviously, it was 
expensive to change course this way You must 
have had the money or were able to get it 
Yes, first of all, we had the money We had 
talked about this earlier He had a very 
strong core of support among the Armenian 
community, and then secondly, the public 
opinion polls were narrowing In other words, 

I think the last poll out before Bill left was 
fourteen points or so, and I think the last 
Field poll or L A Times poll had us about 
seven points out So, it was clearly narrowing 
in those polls, and politics being what it is, 
people want to get on a bandwagon when they see 
the bandwagon moving, and money was not a 
problem We had enough money to do what we had 


to do 
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A lot of people who write about that election 
stress the importance of the absentee ballot 
That's true, and for that, you really have to 
give Bill Roberts and the state party a great 
deal of credit because Bill, together with the 
party, came up with that idea It was one of 
the first times, maybe the first time that a 
major absentee ballot program was done, and 
there is no question that Deukmejian won it 
with the absentees You know, Republicans 
normally do better with absentees, but if it's 
fifty-five—forty-five, it's generally not 
enough to make a difference But to be 
sixty-five—thirty-five and a close election, 
it can, and it did make a difference In fact 
that started a whole new trend Now, I forgot 
what the numbers were, but I think something 
like 25 or 3 0 percent of the public are voting 
absentee now 

You know, on Mr Roberts, it is my 
understanding that while you used the word 
"resignation," that Mr Deukmejian fired him 
Yes, well, you know 

And while this will sometimes happen m 
campaigns, someone will be sent out to say 
something the candidate doesn't want to say, 
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the candidate will then with great fanfare fire 
him It is my understanding that this was 
genuine on Mr Deukmejian's part 
Totally genuine 

Firing would be the right word here, would lt^ 
This happened in 1982 and this is 1994, I mean, 
the fact is that it was not contrived 
Deukmejian was, as I say, as angry as I've ever 
seen him And as hurt as I have ever seen him 
And he let Bill know it, and while we 
characterized it as a resignation because in 
the course of the campaign, that is, for Bill's 
sake and for the person involved's sake, that 
is a nicer way to do it I think that everyone 
at that time knew and everyone today knows that 
he was asked to leave 

Or it was made clear that's what was wanted 
It was made clear that he had no choice, but to 
leave, and of course, Bill is no longer living 
Well, he was a very legendary political 
consultant 

Bill Roberts was an outstanding political 
consultant and actually was quite a decent 
human being who felt again, from his point of 
view, was innocent He felt he was making a 
political observation, and he did not 
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appreciate or understand the sensitivity of 
Deukmejian on that subject That goes back to 
what you and I talked about m one of our 
previous sessions, which is the sensitivity 
that George feels toward anything that could 
remotely be construed as ethnic or religious or 
racially motivated prejudice 
Isn't maybe the case too that a political 
consultant might play a little harder form of 
ball than the candidate might 9 

Yes, that’s true Again, m Bill’s case, I did 
discuss it with him, not at the time, but years 
later, because it created a lot of ill will I 
mean Deukmejian and Roberts, and frankly 
Roberts and myself didn’t really talk to one 
another for two or three years 
He was a very important man 

Yes, but, as I say, we didn't really talk to 
one another for about two or three years, but 
certainly before he died, we did And he, you 
know, felt that it was an innocent thing, and 
he was wrongly blamed for it, or motives were 
ascribed to him that were not real But the 
fact is that a lot of folks felt that he did it 
deliberately I don't know whether he did or 
didn't, but I know that it was viewed as 



163 


SENEY 


MERKSAMER 


unacceptable and steps were taken to sever his 
relationship from the campaign And he had no 
role from that point forward ever with the 
governor 

But it turned out to be very helpful, did it 
not, at least in the sense of raising the 
issue 

I don't think it turned out to be helpful m 
the sense of raising the issue I don't think 
Deukmejian won because Tom Bradley was black 
Everybody knew Tom Bradley was black, wherever 
Tom Bradley went, his skin is what it is He 
was running commercials with himself on the 
camera, so everyone knew he was black What it 
did have the effect of doing was, quite 
frankly, the campaign was not making headway, 
the campaign was lethargic, and it infused the 
campaign with new leadership and new themes and 
new enthusiasm I think it caused everybody 
who remained with the campaign to redouble 
their efforts, including George Deukmejian I 
would say that the Roberts situation by raising 
the so-called race issue, I don't think that 
helped the campaign one bit, and I don't think 
race played a part m that campaign 
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There are those who would argue with you about 
that The L A Times poll, for example, said 
that Proposition 15, the gun control issue, 
brought out a certain kind of voter to whom 
race might have made more difference 
I think that gun control was a decisive factor, 
but I don't think it was because of race I 
think it was because of his position on gun 
control I think if he had a different position 
on gun control, I think it would not have been 
an issue I don't know what Bill Roberts 
intended with his remark, but I know he didn't 
intend it would cost him his relationship with 
George Deukme^ian What it ended up doing, as 
I say, was causing a new team to be put m 
charge, and with different ideas, and an 
infusion of energy that was quite overwhelming 
I would say this, I have never had a more 
difficult, challenging and invigorating 
thirty-five or forty days as that thirty-five 
or forty days I recognized that after the 
first three days, in which I literally did not 
have sleep For three days while we redid the 
campaign, and from that point forward, I would 
arrive at the campaign headquarters at about 
six-thirty in the morning and I would leave 
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about twelve or one at night, seven days a 
week 

That's exciting though, isn't it" 5 

It is As I say, I don't think I could do it 

today at age forty-six, but at age 

thirty-three, it was challenging, and as I say, 

invigorating 

What was election night like as you watched the 
returns come in’ 5 

Election night was very interesting for me 
George actually thought he was going to lose 
You felt differently* 5 

I felt that we were going to win He was a 
very private man, and we had a suite at the 
Century Plaza Hotel, but he was with his family 
at an undisclosed location, although I knew 
where he was in the sense I knew how to reach 
him, I had his phone number And, of course, 
the tracking surveys done by Field and done by 
some of these other so-called objective, 
independent survey folks, had Bradley winning 
the election They did the exit polls I 
remember, Mervin Field got on air about 
eight-thirty or nine o'clock and said, "Tom 
Bradley will win this election by eight 
points " And I talked to Deukmejian shortly 
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after that, and he said, "Well, it looks like 
it's all over," and he was very down I said, 
"It's not all over, that exit poll is wrong " 

He said, "Well, how do you know it**" I said 
"X just know it, it * s wrong, and let's wait a 
few hours " Of course, the returns kept coming 
in and it was very neck and neck, and at about 
eleven-thirty or twelve o'clock we talked 
again He said, "Well, the exit polls say that 
I'm losing, but it doesn't appear that way from 
the vote, it's still very close " I said, 
"That's right, and Orange County hasn't come in 
yet " 

You still have the absentee ballots which have 
not been counted yet 

That's right, and I said, "We're going to do 
well with the absentees " He said, "Well, 
we're not going to know this thing until the 
morning " I said, "That's right, I don't think 
I'll know this until four or five m the 
morning, so why don't you just go to bed 
We're not going to have anything to say to the 
press tonight and I'll go out there and I'll 
say, we're very confident we're going to win 
We don't believe the exit surveys by Mervm 
Field and you guys all go home and we'll see 
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you in the morning George has gone to sleep " 
And I did I went on statewide television and 
said something along those lines Then, of 
course, I was up all night talking to the 
secretary of state’s office, and I would say 
that about four in the morning, I knew that we 
had won it It was close, but the returns had 
actually come in from Orange County and we were 
at that point, fifty or sixty thousand votes 
ahead and there was no way that he [Bradley] 
could have won I remember saying to my wife 
that it’s going to be a very interesting ride 
because he's won, and I think I called him 
The last time I talked to him, I could be 
wrong, but I honestly think that the last time 
I talked to him was about twelve or one o 1 clock 
when I said, "Go to bed " I went to bed about 
four or four-thirty or five, got up about seven 
or seven-thirty, called him about eight and 
told him he won, and said, "You better get over 
here for a press conference and we'll do a 
press conference at eleven o'clock, or 
thereabouts," and we did 
What was his mood when you saw him 7 
He was very happy Very jubilant and very 
happy 
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It was a hard campaign, wasn't it 7 

Yes, it was a very hard campaign, incredible 

campaign 

Did you know that you were going to be chief of 
staff 9 At what point did those discussions 
come about and discussions about your role m 
the transition 9 

The answer is, "No, I didn't " 

You didn't know you would be chief of staff at 
that time 9 

I'm trying to remember when he told me You'd 
think that I would remember, but I know I had 
no conversations about it before the election 
Did Franchetti tell you about this 9 I have a 
vague recollection that when George came over 
to the hotel that morning at the Century Plaza, 
Mike and I met with him This was before the 
press conference and he said, "I've made some 
decisions that I want to announce today if you 
guys will agree " And I don't remember if he 
had this discussion with me alone, or if Mike 
was there My best recollection is that Mike 
was there 

Mr Franchetti didn't discuss it in this 
detail He simply said that he intended to 
leave and go into private practice and that 
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the governor prevailed upon him to stay His 
view was that you were the man for chief of 
staff all along and that there was no conflict 
between him and you on who would have what 330b 
There was never a conflict between Mike and I 
But we had never really discussed it, and 
George and I never discussed it, and then that 
morning he basically said, "Steve, I would like 
you to chair the transition, and I would also 
like you to be my chief of staff," and he asked 
Mike to be his director of finance I agreed 
and Mike agreed He said "I'd like to 
announce that at my press conference " 

Did you have any doubts about being chief of 
staff or heading the transition 7 
None, remember I had been chairing his campaign 
for the last five weeks or so, and before that 
I had been very active and to a large extent I 
felt that at that point in my life, most of my 
life had been devoted to preparation for a 30b 
like that I mean, here I was, and while I was 
young—I was thirty-four—I had essentially 
participated at the highest levels, and 
actually ran a gubernatorial campaign, I had 
been special assistant attorney general with 
the state of California I had been a deputy 
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attorney general of the state of California, I 
had been assistant to the lieutenant governor 
of California for three and a half years, I had 
been assistant to the speaker of the state 
assembly, so if I wasn't prepared for a job 
like this, who was 9 I felt totally prepared 
and totally confident of the job, it did not 
overwhelm me at all 

Did you think that the campaign experience, the 
gubernatorial campaign, was especially critical 
to being chief of staff 9 

I think it showed George that I could pull 
something together I mean, after all, his 
campaign was in disarray, and I mean, he knew 
that I understood the policies that confront 
the governor's office because I had been the 
policy director of the campaign and, basically, 
written most of the policy statements that we 
utilized He knew that I was a reasonably 
competent attorney, and that I had represented 
at one time or another in my career, most of 
the state agencies So, I was very familiar 
with state government, but he probably didn't 
know until he asked me to chair the campaign, 
that I was capable of leading an organization 
I don't think I knew it, because I had never 
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really done that I was always m more of a 
senior staff position, and not really in an 
executive position where I had many, many 
people depending upon my leadership, and so, I 
would say that my guess is that in George's 
mind, if he were to win, the idea of me 
becoming his chief of staff, my guess is, was 
cemented during the last five weeks of the 
campaign when he saw how that was pulled 
together although I don't know because, as I 
say, we never discussed what role, if any, I 
would play if he were elected 

What do think made him select you to be chief 
of his campaign at this critical point'? 

I have no idea, other than he asked me to do 
it As you know, we had an extremely close 
relationship, we thought alike, and, to my way 
of thinking, he probably took a chance I 
mean, here I was, I'd never really directed [a 
campaign] I'd worked on campaigns and I 
actually did run a congressional race, as you 
know, many, many years earlier when I was a 
kid, but running a congressional race and 
running a gubernatorial race is sort of the 
difference between being a priest and being the 
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Pope I mean you can't compare the two, so he 
took a chance, and it worked out 
What did it mean to be head of the transition 7 
What did that entail 7 How did you start on 
that job and what did you do 7 

I knew exactly what I wanted to do and that was 
also a very exciting time Well, the first 
thing we did of course, was we had a press 
conference and he announced me, and he 
announced Franchetti He announced Ken 
Khachigian as sort of a consultant or advisor, 
and there was a famous picture that was taken 
which actually went worldwide It was on the 
front pages of most of the newspapers of the 
country, not only the newspapers in California, 
and many of the newspapers in the world 
Side A] 

5 , Side B] 

It was sort of the Groucho Marx picture, we all 
have dark hair, we all have moustaches—well 
Deukmejian did not have a moustache—but 
Franchetti, myself and Khachigian 
Well, there were the three of you m the famous 
picture, you and Khachigian and Franchetti 
And Deukmejian He was m it, he was m the 
middle and we were sort of like all around him, 
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and it was quite a picture, and we didn’t 

realize it 

Sure 

Where were we now 7 

We were talking about the picture with you and 
Mr Khachigian and Deukmejian 

Right Anyway, so that was sort of a humorous 
picture The National Governor’s Conference 
actually puts out some books on transitioning, 
and first thing I did was read them, and I read 
them, essentially, overnight And then, I had 
prepared for the transition Franchetti was 
not with the campaign, and he remained as chief 
deputy attorney general, and in his spare time 
prepared a transition book, and one of the 
things I did was in addition to that 
By a book, do you mean a book of prospective 
appointments 7 

Not prospective appointments by name, but how 
each agency is run and those kinds of things 
What I did was, I sent one of my clerks, one of 
my interns, to the library, which I do whenever 
I get into an issue, and I pulled every 
transition story that was written on Pat 
Brown’s transition, Ronald Reagan’s transition, 
Jerry Brown's transition It was a book that 
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was probably five or six inches thick, prepared 
for me almost instantaneously, and I read that, 
as well I think a major mistake that people 
make—frankly, I don’t want to be critical, and 
I probably shouldn't say this I don't want to 
be critical of this administration [Pete Wilson 
administration], but I think they made this 
mistake—and I think it's a major mistake that 
administrations make—they think that history 
begins with their own election, and they've got 
nothing to learn from the past My approach 
has always been just the opposite I feel that 
virtually everything that has happened or can 
happen has already happened m one degree or 
another, and you'd be a much wiser person if 
you spent some time learning about it, and I 
did And so, I read 

What leads you to make that statement about the 
current administration'’ 

I think they've had a much better year or so, 
but the first two years were very rocky in 
terms of legislation, it was very rocky in 
terms of how they handled the budget, rocky in 
terms of how they handled disasters I think 
that had they spent some time discussing these 
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issues with people that have been through them 
in the past, it would have helped them 
You were never called 7 

No, I wasn't consulted, but neither was anybody 
else So, the fact that I wasn't consulted 
doesn't bother me, but the fact that nobody 
that I know of was consulted Now, m my case, 
I literally spent hours with Gray Davis I 
spent hours with B T Collins, many hours 
Were they helpful 7 

Yes, very helpful, I spent some considerable 
amount of time with Meese I spent a 
considerable amount of time with Bill Clark I 
spent a considerable amount of time with a 
fellow by the name of Ed Thomas, who was for a 
number of years cabinet secretary to Ronald 
Reagan I basically picked their brains I 
did this during the transition 
What did they tell you that was valuable 7 
X don't remember any special individual advice 
They all basically said the same thing In 
terms of the transition, the only thing that's 
important to really focus on is the budget 
because you have to submit a budget in January 
which is only eight or nine weeks away from the 
November election In our case, we had 
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inherited a billion and a half dollars deficit, 
and it had to be a proposed balanced budget, 
and a mechanism for balancing it, and 
personnel And B T Collins emphasized that 
there is nothing more important than personnel, 
that all of their mistakes were made by picking 
the wrong people and take your time m picking 
the right people And, so I spent a great 
deal of time with every former chief of staff 
down to Ronald Reagan's administration Gray 
Davis was very helpful to me, he organized a 
series of meetings for me with key members of 
the legislature which he actually put together 
and hosted Over the course of the next six 
months, I met with, I don't know, maybe thirty 
or forty Democratic members I spent a great 
deal of time with Jesse Unruh I spent a great 
deal of time with Bob Moretti 
Was Unruh helpful 7 

Very helpful, oh, extremely helpful He almost 
became a mentor I mean we got very close, and 
he gave me excellent advice The best advice 
he gave me, and it's really interesting, Bob 
Moretti's said almost the same thing in almost 
the same words to me about Willie 
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Yes, because I didn't understand Willie He 
was giving us a bad time, initially I wanted 
to get on top of that relationship and try to 
figure him out, and Jesse said, and Bob said, 
essentially the same thing, "Don't waste your 
time Don't try to figure Willie out We're 
his best friends and we don't have him figured 
out Willie is like an onion, you pull off a 
layer, and there's another layer You keep 
pulling off, and you finally think you got to 
the inner core of Willie Brown and there's 
another layer You can't figure him out What 
you need to know about Willie Brown is that 
he's not nearly as liberal as he's been made 
out to be He has the potential for being very 
responsible, particularly on budget matters, 
which he cares deeply about He was the 
chairman of the assembly Ways and Means 
Committee for many years, he understands the 
budget process backwards and forwards, and 
Willie will never lie to you It's very 
difficult to get him to give you his word, but 
if you get him to give you his word, he'll 
never break it But with Willie, you've got to 
make him a player In other words, he's got to 
share m the credit, and share in the glory. 
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and if you're willing to do that, you can work 
with him M And that was the best advice I got 
on Willie Brown, and we followed it As you 
know, he and George Deukmejian had a very 
productive, very good relationship, and still 
do And Willie and I had, and have, a very 
good relationship I remain, to this day, a 
strong admirer of the speaker And I have said 
that publicly and, m fact, he was instrumental 
m helping us resolve the 1983 budget crisis 
which I'll get into at some other point m this 
tape if you want But, no Jesse Unruh was 
extremely helpful to me I used to go to lunch 
with Jesse, probably once every five or six 
weeks This was after the transition and you 
probably want to get back to the transition, 
but I had a regular luncheon pattern I mean, 

I would have lunch with Jesse Unruh once every 
five or six weeks 
Just to gossip 9 

Get his opinion, and tell me what I'm doing 
wrong "Jesse, I want to hear " 

And he would be candid 9 

Yes, what am I doing right, what am I doing 
wrong I want to hear The whole thing, and 
he would be extremely candid I had the same 
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kind of relationship with Gray Davis B T 
Collins and I would probably go to lunch once 
every three or four weeks 

How would you characterize Gray Davis, who was 
Mr Brown's chief of staff, prior to B T 
Collins 9 

Well, you know, Gray's a very difficult guy to 
get to know, and a very difficult guy to talk 
to, but he was always very straight with me, 
and very honest with me While we were never 
close, m the sense that I got close to Jesse, 
or even close to B T , we always respected one 
another, and helped one another He clearly 
made an effort to be helpful to me, and I 
clearly relied upon his advice 
B T Collins, of course, was a Republican 
working for a Democrat, and Jerry Brown was a 
Democrat But Gray Davis and Jesse Unruh were 
Democrats 
And Bobby Moretti 

And Mr Moretti Are you giving me the sense 
that at this upper level, there is a good deal 
of collegiality and that party doesn't count 
for so much 9 

Absolutely You know, the public sort of has 
this idea that Republicans and Democrats hate 
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each other because they disagree on issues 
Actually some of my close friends in politics 
today are Democrats [Congressman] Vic Fazio, 
who is actually the fourth ranking Democrat m 
the House now, and I go back twenty-five years, 
and I talk to him frequently I talked to him 
three weeks ago [Congressman] Bob Matsui, 
Congressman Matsui, is a very close friend I 
was talking to Bob three weeks ago Many times 
when I go to Washington D C I end up seeing 
and having dinner with Bob and Vic Of course, 
Jesse Unruh and Bob Moretti were good friends 
[Congressman Anthony] Tony Bielenson was, and 
is, a very good friend of mine [Congressman] 
Howard Berman is a good friend Willie Brown, 

I consider to be a friend I wouldn't 
characterize any of them as my best friends, I 
have other best friends Most of my best 
friends are not m politics per se, but they 
are very, very good friends, people with whom I 
go back twenty, twenty-five years, and have a 
great deal of respect for I like to think 
that they have some respect for me, and so I 
have good relations with the Democrats In 
some respects I have better relations with the 


Democrats than I did with some of the 
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Republicans because I wasn't viewed as partisan 
enough by some of the more conservative 
elements of the Republican caucus in the 
assembly But my relationship with the senate 
Republicans was good 

Well, they were a more moderate bunch There 
were some exceptions — [Senator H L ] Mr 
Richardson and [State Senator John] Mr 
Doolittle 
Right 

But, by and large more moderate than, you are 
now talking about what are more commonly called 
the Prop 13 babies 
Right 

The 1978 Republican assembly electees 
Right, and while I was philosophically in tune 
with them, I was not in tune with their style 
Very confrontational, bomb throwers, as they 
are sometimes called and call themselves 
See one of the problems with Sacramento, and I, 
to some extent, blame Proposition 9, 1 blame 
the Political Reform Act for this The third 
house, the lobbyists, played a pretty important 
role in the sixties 
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things that were different then it was a 
part-time legislature, which m many respects, 

I would like to go back to, and lobbyists were 
able to do the Moosemilk and do some of those 
things Moosemilk is a club, where they, 
basically, put on a lavish lunch, and all the 
legislators would come over No one was 
allowed to lobby anybody or to talk business, 
but just socialize Well, you need to have 
that kind of convivial relations You need to 
have that kind of communication I think the 
third house, to some extent, contributed to 
that 

Now, Prop 9 came and basically said 
lobbyists can f t spend more than ten bucks on a 
person So, that all ended That was 
theoretically to clean up a corrupt system, 
when, m fact, now what we have is that people 
can't buy a legislator a lunch for twenty 
bucks, but they can give him a thousand dollars 
at a fund raiser So, I think the whole thing 
was ludicrous I would like to eliminate the 
thousand dollars for fund raising, and go back 
to the twenty dollar lunch But, the point is, 
it was a different legislature, and there was a 
different spirit Remember, that's the spirit 
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I grew up in It was still a part-time 
legislature, and while it was in the late 
sixties and early seventies—they changed the 
legislature in 1 66—the people that were there 
were still the part-timers who had now become 
full-timers In reality they were still 
part-timers, people with real careers, people 
with real lives, people with real families, as 
opposed to the legislature today, which is, you 
know, basically people who have spent their 
entire adult life in politics, one way or 
another I feel that's not a good thing I 
think that to some extent they've lost a lot of 
their essential connections with the community, 
and this kind of thing But I guess the point 
I'm trying to make is, the relationship I had 
with a lot of these folks was very good and 
very helpful Also, to me, in terms of being a 
chief of staff, I got very good advice 
I would think that once Mr Deukmejian 
announces, "Here's Mr Franchetti, here's Mr 
Merksamer Mr Merksamer is going to be head 
of the transition," as soon as your phone 
number could be found, I would think it would 
have been ringing with people who had good 
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suggestions, perhaps even including themselves 
for positions m the administration 
That 1 s true 

Tell me how that worked 

Well, I got hundreds of calls a day, and I was 
solicited everywhere I couldn't go to the 
supermarket without people coming up to me, 
asking for something I'll give you one 
example of something that really offended me, 
and this was not during the transition, it was 
in the administration You've heard me talk 
about my grandfather on an earlier tape There 
was a funeral bill to regulate the funeral 
homes, and at my own grandfather's funeral, 
after we buried him, one of the representatives 
of the funeral parlor came up and said, "You 
know I realize this is probably not a good time 
to talk to you about this, but I would like to 
lobby on this bill " 

Did you tell him this was not a good time' 3 
I told him that, yes, that it was not a good 
time, but I got that all the time My father 
would get calls from people who he hadn't heard 
from in twenty years, you know, could you talk 
to your son about me 9 I'd like to get 
appointed this My mother got calls 
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People can be very aggressive, but 
basically we set up a very formalized structure 
to handle that First of all, X brought in 
Dave Caffrey who helped me administer the 
transition and set up the office space, and did 
some of those kinds of things, got the 
telephones working Art Scotland, who is now 
an appellate court judge, who was my assistant, 
would help me organize some of the policy 
apparatus, and, of course, my secretary Elsie 
[Nakamoto] 

She has been with you a long time 9 
She's been with me for This year will 

be our twentieth anniversary She's been with 
me since she was the secretary assigned to me 
when I joined the attorney general*s staff m 
1974, and she's been with me the whole time 
So, it's been quite an interesting experience 
for her She was a civil service secretary m 
the AG's office, she got assigned to this 
young, you know, twenty-eight year old lawyer 
to work with Of course, we ended up moving up 
the ranks in the AG’s office, doing the 
campaign She came over with me in the 
campaign, and along with someone by the name of 
Bobby Jones, who was also with me, and now 
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retired, and then into the governor*s office, 
and now she's here with the law firm But, 
anyway, we brought in a fellow by the name of 
Ted Brunsma Ted Brunsma was the Dean of the 
Loyola Law School, and had actually run for the 
[United States] Senate and lost, but was viewed 
pretty credibly by the business community We 
made him sort of the interim appointments 
chief, and we worked out a process where he 
would do the screening The governor and I 
asked that we get five names for each major 
post, and our goal by swearing-in day, 

Inaugural Day, was to have the cabinet picked, 
and some of the key department heads We were 
able to meet that goal 
You said people were calling you for 
appointments Who did you call and ask for 
suggestions about people they might recommend 7 
Well, I talked to a number of business leaders, 
I talked to people I had met 
Could you name a few 7 

Sure, I talked to John Hay, who was the 
President of the California Chamber of 
Commerce, and I talked to Ed Meese, and I 
talked to Bill Clark I forgot all the folks 
who I talked to, but Bob Monagan, who at that 
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time was the President of the California 
Manufacturers Association Kirk West, who was 
asked to ]oin the administration, we solicited 
Kirk He at that point was the Executive 
Vice-President of the California Taxpayers 
Association, and I had known Kirk for a number 
of years In fact, at one point I interned for 
Kirk, when I went to work for the legislature 
as intern in 1967, he was one of the principal 
assistants to Bob Monagan, and I served as his 
intern But, we brought him m as Secretary of 
Business, Transportation and Housing I 
remember Dave Swoap from my days working for Ed 
Remecke and Ronald Reagan He was the 
Director of Social Welfare 
How did he come to your attention 7 
I knew him 
You just knew him 7 

I actually came up with that idea and solicited 
him when he was at that point Undersecretary of 
Health and Welfare for the United States of 
America [the second person in charge] 

That would make him a Reagan appointee 7 
He was a Reagan appointee, he was 
Undersecretary of Health and Welfare, and I 
remembered him as Director of Social Services 
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for Ronald Reagan when he was governor So I 
asked George if I could call him and see if he 
would have an interest, and he came out, and he 
sort of had an interest and sort of didn't, we 
just kind of talked him into it I actually 
went to Ed Meese and asked Ed Meese to call and 
urge him to take it Ed Meese, at that point, 
was the Counselor to the President of the 
United States, and Ed did, as a favor to us 
He was solicited, he did not apply A number 
of our people did not apply Gordon Von Vleck 
applied He wanted to be considered He was 
the Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce, and he 
was a rancher, and I think what he wanted to be 
was Business, Transportation and Housing 
Secretary 

Didn't he become Resources secretary 
He became Resources secretary 
What kind of a guy is he? 

Very interesting, very low key, very solid guy, 
very prosperous rancher, understood resources, 
and at that point, we were trying to bring 
balance back after Jerry Brown We were not 
ant 1 -environment, but we were not going to 
protect the environment at the cost of jobs 
We were going to try to find a balance between 
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the environment, the need for jobs, and the 
need to protect the environment, and so, he was 
selected for that job That's kind of how we 
went about it 

I would think, and correct me if I'm wrong, 
there were several things you had m mind, and 
one is compatibility with the governor and his 
style 
Yes 

Some rapport with the governor Another might 
be executive leadership, the ability to run one 
of these big departments 
Right 

And handle that kind of thing, and another, I 
would think, would be a reputation for 
propriety You don't want someone who would 
have things rattling around m the closet 
Right 

And another would be the ability to get the 
governor's message across, to handle the press 
Right 

Anything I'm missing here? 

No, you've got them all, and I would say the 
most important was the reputation for 
integrity, that was of fundamental importance, 
not only to the governor, it was of fundamental 
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importance to me, as well But the governor 
was the ultimate decision maker, and I would 
say that was of the most importance to him 
Also, the ability to work with him and, 
frankly knowledge of the subject area and the 
ability to lead a major cabinet level 
department 

There are some on this list that we are both 
looking at here, and we’ve talked about Mr 
Swoap and Mr Van Vleck, and there’s Shirley 
Chilton who became Secretary of State and 
Consumer Services and Chairperson of the 
California Chamber of Commerce and consultant 
in real estate, and so forth How did you come 
to pick her*? 

She was Well, obviously, we were also 

looking for gender balance, and she was 
chairperson of the California Chamber I think 
she was the first woman chairperson of the 
California Chamber, she was a successful 
businesswoman, and we did not know her, but she 
came to us by way of John Hay He was the 
president of the California Chamber who 
recommended that we interview her, and we did 
I think also she was interested m Business, 


Transportation and Housing, but we offered her 
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that post and she took it She actually stayed 
the entire eight years 

There are two others I want to ask you about 
You mentioned Mr West, and Gordon Duffy was 
the Environmental Affairs 
Could we take a quick break 7 
You bet we can 
[Interruption] 

I wanted to ask you about Mr Duffy in 

Environmental Affairs 

Right 

And Secretary of the Air Resources Board 
Gordon was a legislator, ex-legislator, he was 
close to Deukmejian and the legislature He 
was actually chairman of the health committee 
He wanted to be Secretary of Health and 
Welfare You know these guys, they come m 
[and want something else] You know he had run 
for Secretary of State and lost He was a very 
able guy, part of the moderate to liberal wing 
of the Republican party George thought that 
he would be better in the environmental arena, 
and particularly since we had Swoap who had all 
this solid welfare experience in Washington 
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And you needed someone xn that position who 
understood the federal side of regulations and 
Swoap did 

Yes You know half of the funding of the 
California welfare program, Medi-Cal, whatever, 
is federal money anyway, and you have to get a 
lot of waivers if you want to make changes, and 
we wanted someone like that 

It is interesting to me, and I meant to ask you 
at the time we mentioned Mr Swoap a minute 
ago, being the number two man in the federal 
department would seem almost more important 
than being the number one man in the state 
Well, I sense that is why he debated it 
Originally, he actually said no And we 
basically talked him into it As I say, I had 
to go to Ed Meese, and ask Ed to talk to him 
We used our powers of persuasion to get him to 
come out here and do it But he actually said 
no initially And so, anyway, who else did you 
want to ask about’ 

I wanted to ask about [State Senator] Clare 
[L ] Berryhill, who was Food and Agriculture 
Secretary 

Yes, he was a member of the legislature as 
well, and obviously George felt very strongly 
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that somebody m that position should come out 
of agriculture and should be a farmer Clare 
was a farmer and he had a lot of legislative 
support for that position [State Senator] Ken 
Maddy, who was a very key member of the 
legislature, particularly as it related to 
agriculture matters, strongly supported 
Berryhill and he felt that Berryhill would be 
the right guy 

My understanding of Mr Berryhill is that he's 
a very canny man, very clever, not m the 
negative sense, but a very sophisticated 
individual 

I think he was a very good director, and m 
fact, looking back at those folks, I think that 
for the first term, certainly the first term 
cabinet, it was a strong cabinet 
Anybody turn you down^ 

No not that I recall 

I wanted to ask you about a couple of people 
that were down a little lower on the rung 
Sure 

And that is Sal Russo and Doug Watts, who were 
brought in, and let me change the tape 
, Side B] 


[Begin Tape 6, Side A] 
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I want to ask you about some people a little 
lower on the appointment level, and that's Sal 
Russo and Doug Watts, who were really political 
consultant type people What was their purpose 
in the administration^ 

Well, quite candidly, one of the things that I 
had come to realize during the latter stages of 
the campaign, and the first few days or so of 
the transition was that Sacramento had changed 
What I mean by that is this, when I was growing 
up politically with Bob Monagan and Hugh 
Flournoy, Sacramento was, and we touched on 
this earlier, a different place I mean [State 
Senator] George [R ] Moscone and George 
Deukmejian were the closest of friends 
Moscone was the senate Democratic leader and 
Deukmejian was the senate Republican leader, 
and they could fight all day in the House, 
disagree on policy, and then go out and have 
dinner together and be the closest of friends 
If I can interrupt you to say one thing, one of 
the things that people who we have interviewed, 
who sort of bridge this period of transition m 
the legislature m the sixties, say that the 
fundamental change came—Prop 9 certainly had 
something to do with it—was when the 
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legislature became full-time, and the members 
moved their families to town, as opposed to 
living in motels and hotels, sharing rooms, 
apartments, and socializing across party lines 
That's true, that's exactly right That is the 
fundamental change, and that's what I've 
already said on tape here that I am in favor of 
going back to a part-time legislature But 
anyway, because their families were not m 
town they would go out to dinner at night, go 
to the Broiler, and go to places like that, 
talk and become friends I am told, I wasn't 
there but I was told that the most moving 
eulogy at George Moscone's funeral when he was 
assassinated, was the one given by George 
Deukmejian, who broke down in tears There 
were many fine relationships, many fine 
friendships, during that period 

Well, the legislature when we came m 1983 
was much more partisan The relationships were 
not there, and it was a different place, and I 
knew that I knew it intuitively, but I also 
had people that I respect like Unruh tell me 
that, and I felt that we needed a political 
presence, and I intuitively believed that 
ultimately we would have to go over the 
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legislature's head Deukmejian disagreed with 
me, and in fact he resisted me bringing m 
Russo and Watts, probably for the same reason 
that you asked the question, because the fact 
is they were and are to this day, political 
consultants I was very close to Sal Russo and 
still am Sal and I have been friends since 
1969, and we are still very good friends today 
But Sal is a political consultant, that's his 
job, and I felt that I wanted that edge If we 
were going to have war, so to speak, if things 
were going to get partisan, I wanted to win it, 
not lose it 

Did you have some early hints that you were 
going to have trouble with the Democrats m the 
legislature” 7 

Yes, I did We were putting out feelers I 
remember the first time, you asked me what we 
did the morning Deukmejian won, and I said he 
asked me to be his chief of staff and chair the 
transition, he asked Mike Franchetti to be 
director of finance, and begin the process of 
preparing a budget, and held a press 
conference But he also called the speaker, 
and I was with him when he did it in a suite in 
the Century Plaza He called President Pro Tern 
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David Roberti and offered to work with him 
closely on a bi-partisan basis I had given a 
number of interviews He wasn't really talking 
to the press other than the press conference 
I had given some interviews and basically said, 
"You know, we want to work with the 
legislature," and the stuff that they were 
putting out was, let's say, less positive 
If I could say this, there was some shock that 
Bradley had lost 
Yes 

With the shock came a real disappointment among 
the Democrats 

Right and I also felt that to some extent, 
there was a little bit of envy towards George 
Deukmejian If you were to talk to members of 
the legislature, or put it this way, if you 
were to take a vote in the late sixties, the 
legislator least likely to be elected governor 
I would guess that George Deukmejian would have 
won that vote, and that's because the man is 
virtuous He is a man who has tremendous 
personal integrity tremendous virtue, is 
introverted to some extent You know, his idea 
of a good time is not calling in a number of 
legislators, opening up a bottle of whiskey and 
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BSxng about women and legislative gossip, and 
things like that His idea of a good time is 
having an ice cream soda with his children and 
his wife on Sunday afternoon 

Remember, we were in a period of time m 
which people outside of Sacramento had been 
elected governor Pat Brown was the District 
Attorney of San Francisco, was never m the 
legislature, followed by Ronald Reagan, who 
was, God forbid, a movie actor, never m the 
legislature, followed by Jerry Brown, who, the 
only reason he got there, most people were 
saying, was he was Pat Brown*s son And this 
is after members, quality members of the 
legislature have sought governor, and lost 
Bob Moretti ran for governor and lost, Jesse 
Unruh ran for governor and lost. Bob Monagan 
wanted to be governor and lost Hugh Flournoy 
came very close to getting elected governor, 
but lost George Moscone ran for governor and 
lost All of these folks had legislative 
backgrounds and were considered legislators who 
were capable of being governor and had the 
personality, had the ambition to get there 
George Deukmejian was extremely 
well-respected I will say this if you were 
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to say who was the most respected member of 
legislature, my guess is he would have been 
number one or number two, but he would have 
been voted least likely to be elected governor 
because of these other attributes of his 
personality My own view is that there was 
some envy there Remember, most of these guys 
in the legislature, they get up in the morning, 
and when they shave, they look in the mirror, 
and they don’t see assemblyman X, they see 
governor X Well, how did he get there* 3 

I think that was part of it, and I just 
saw some signals that I got, nothing explicit, 
just my own hunch told me that I'm going to 
need around us some political operatives I 
also felt, quite frankly, that we needed a 
press operation that was first class, and I am 
not trying to be critical of the press 
operation that we had in the campaign, or 
anybody that was associated with the governor 
when he was attorney general In fact, all of 
those folks, in my view, were competent, and 
they all ended up within the administration m 
various roles, but I wanted to get to the next 
level I actually went out and recruited a 
fellow by the name of Larry Thomas, who 
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actually had been Pete Wilson*s press secretary 
when he was mayor of San Diego, was a reporter 
prior to that, and now was the Director of 
Public Affairs for Bechtel [Group Inc ], to be 
the press secretary We recruited a fellow by 
the name of Jim Robinson from Washington, D C 
to come and be the lead speech writer So I 
really went outside, and tried to bring m a 
first-rate political team in the event that we 
would need it And as it turned out, we did 
need it 

Were you inspired at all by President Reagan's 
going over the head of congress to the people 7 
Totally I felt that ultimately we did not 
want to do that, I don*t think that's the best 
way to govern, but I felt that we may 
ultimately have to do that I wanted people 
around who knew how to put together statewide 
television networks, and knew how to do that 
kind of thing As it turned out, we needed it 
And when it's time for you to ask about the 
budget fight of 1983, and how we were able to 
essentially achieve our first term goal with a 
great deal of legislative opposition, I will 
get into how we did it and, obviously, 
television and radio played a major role m it 
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All right, let me ask about that because the 
whole first year is one big quarrel with the 
legislature 
Right 

And you know, there were some, I think, 
legislators who thought that well, Jerry Brown, 
as you say, did not come out of the legislature 
and didn’t really get along very well with the 
legislature, although he let the legislature 
have its head, he let them do a lot of things, 
gave them a lot of power they never had before 
Now comes a new governor former senator, 
former attorney general, George Deukmejian 
People say, "Ah, here's someone who knows how 
the game is played," and yet, there was a great 
deal of conflict Some people have said, and 
these are people who were on Mr Deukme^ian’s 
side of the quarrel, that what Deukmejian was 
doing was reasserting the governor's 
prerogatives 
Right 

That Jerry Brown had let slip 
Right 

I wonder if you could address this 
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Well, I would say that whoever told you that 
was telling it to you accurately Jerry Brown 
was in the clouds 
And you like him 9 

I like him very much He was a friend of mine, 
is a friend of mine We got to be close He 
asked me to play a role in his campaign in 
1974, and I declined, but we were friends, and 
the reason we were friends, I don't know if we 
talked about this 
No, you didn’t 

When I was m the lieutenant governor's Office, 
my office was on the first floor of the 
Capitol and his office was right next door to 
me 

As secretary of state 9 

As secretary of state, and when he was elected 
m 1970, he was the only Democrat up here 
Everyone else all of the constitutional 
officers were Republican, and there was a great 
deal of antipathy toward him from the 
Republicans I felt that that was silly and 
infantile, and I went into his office and 
introduced myself to Tom Quinn, who was his 
chief deputy, and he became a good friend and 
played a major role, ultimately, m his 
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gubernatorial administration I introduced 
myself to Jerry Brown, and said, "Look, I know 
my way around here, I've been here for four or 
five years, and if you need any help, I'll be 
happy to help you, with office space, with the 
budget," you know, sort of like a good neighbor 
kind of thing Well, we got to be friendly 
We used to go out and have talks I remember 
having a talk with Jerry until two or three in 
the morning 

People describe him as a real intellect, would 
you describe him that way** 

Absolutely, he was a brilliant man, but I would 
also say that there was a part of his brain 
that was missing, and it's the part that has to 
do with interpersonal relationships He had an 
inability to connect or to relate to people 
directly He was fascinating to be with 
because he could converse about a wide variety 
of subjects and he had strong views, and in 
that respect, he was fun to be with, but he's 
incapable of connecting emotionally with 
anybody He, obviously, as a youngster m my 
view, was emotionally deprived My guess is 
his dad was out running for the office whole 
time and he probably could have benefited from 
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more attention I don't want to get into the 
psychology of it I'm not an expert m those 
kinds of things, but I will say that Jerry was, 
and is, an extraordinarily brilliant human 
being with a great deal to offer, but there was 
a part of him that was missing, and it was the 
part that allows you to relate as one human 
being to another Having said all that, we 
were friends, and so, anyway, where were we 7 
My question had to do with him as governor 
permitting the power to flow to the 
legislature 

Because his head was kind of in the clouds, 
Jerry was interested m big issues, he didn't 
care whether the legislature had more 
appointments to boards than the governor He 
didn't care about the essential relationship 
between the executive and the legislature He 
didn't care if the members or the chairman of 
the [California State Assembly or Senate] 
Transportation Committee essentially began to 
run Cal Trans [California Department of 
Transportation] or try to run Cal Trans because 
those things were irrelevant to him He cared 
about broader esoteric kinds of things, so he, 
essentially, allowed the legislature to do its 
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own thing He allowed the legislature to write 
the budget He would, say, "Look, we*re going 
to spend X billions of dollars Write it and 
I'll sign it I don't care what you put m 
it," totally abdicating his responsibility as 
governor A governor's job is to propose a 
budget, and the legislature's job is to modify 
it as it sees fit Then the governor is to 
sign it, or veto it, and blue pencil out what 
he disagrees with If the legislature, by a 
two-thirds vote, disagrees with that, then they 
can override the governor, and put it back m 
That's the process 

Jerry abdicated that process, and he 
abdicated a lot of those kinds of processes, so 
that's when George Deukmejian came in, he said, 
"Look, I'm going to be governor " To quote 
somebody out of the Iran-Contra era, "I'm not a 
potted plant, I'm going to function as chief 
executive " I think that a lot of the key 
members of the legislature resented that 
because it's sort of like children who have 
permissive parents, and are allowed to get away 
with murder, and then all of a sudden, they get 
a strict parent, and the parent says, "No, 
you're not going to stay up 'til two, you're 
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going to go to bed at nine, and you're going to 
do your homework, and you're going to clean 
your room and you're going to play by the 
rules " Well, they rebel That's exactly what 
happened 

And this began with the budget as the governor 
tried to assert himself 

Yes, he wrote the budget, and he felt very 
strongly He made a campaign promise that he 
would not raise taxes, and the cry was that you 
had to raise taxes There was a billion and a 
half dollar deficit, and the only solution that 
was being proposed was to raise taxes We also 
had 11 5 percent unemployment The governor 
felt, correctly m my view, that to raise taxes 
with 11 5 percent unemployment would be 
extraordinarily damaging to the economy It 
would prevent us from recovery, and so he held 
the line on taxes, and that created a great 
deal of animosity between him and the 
legislature I remember one of the first 
meetings that took place When I knew things 
were changing, I mean when I knew that it was 
going to be a very difficult first year was in 
the second or third week of the administration 
The governor, and this, by the way, was the 
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only time the governor ever did this, he 
invited the key members of the legislature 
down—this is when he thought it could be done 
the way it used to be done—into his office for 
a meeting to discuss the budget, and with not 
only the speaker, the president pro tem and the 
majority leaders and minority leaders of both 
houses, but it also included the Chairmen of 
the Budget Committees, [Assemblyman] John 
Vasconcellos, [Senator Alfred] A1 Alquist 
Some of those folks proceeded to talk to the 
governor like, you know, they're calling the 
shots, and he could just do what they wanted 
him to do, and he got into a heated shouting 
match with Alquist and with Vasconcellos 
Ultimately, I think, Vasconcellos or Alquist, 
or both of them, I don't remember, walked out 
and the meeting blew up That's when I knew 
then that this was not the old legislature 
And this wasn't so much a quarrel over the 
specific amounts of what should be m the 
budget but, essentially, who should control the 
budget 9 
Exactly 
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And it was, if I'm not mistaken, Senator 
Alquist who created the most problems over the 
mansion question 

I happen to have a decent relationship with A1 
Alquist, but at the time, he was quite angry 
and the governor didn't have a place to live 
In fact, the governor for the first two or 
three months up here stayed in the Holiday Inn 
right over there in Downtown Plaza And he 
wanted to live in the Governor's Mansion Not 
that he was a pretentious man, he was totally 
unpretentious, but he felt the governor should 
have a residence, and Alquist basically denied 
him the mansion, even though the assembly 
passed it That and one other situation which 
I'll describe in a minute, convinced the 
governor that the only way to deal with this 
legislature was to go over their heads and beat 
them at their own game And the other 
incident, of course, was the denial of Mike 
Franchetti's confirmation, which George 
Deukmejian viewed as a personal insult to him 
Before we get into that because that's a long, 
fairly complicated story, the public perception 
was that this mansion business was a very 
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serious thorn m the governors side, that it 

really angered him 

It did He took it personal 

Yes, exactly 

He took it personal because, you would think 
that the legislature would have enough respect 
for the governor, whoever the governor was, 
particularly a new governor, to basically 
fulfill his desire to have a residence not 
just for him, but for all governors in 
perpetuity, and the fact that they didn't, he 
took as a personal insult to him by the senate 
And that, as I say, together with the senate's 
denial of Franchetti, contributed to a very 
hostile relationship between the governor and 
the senate during the first term 
Speaking of the appointment of Mr Franchetti, 
who was a very close associate of the 
governor's, who had been his chief of staff 
when the governor was the attorney general, 
they had a close rapport 
They did 

My feeling is that it's not quite as close as 
your rapport, that it's maybe not quite as 
personal, but m terms of a professional 
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relationship, they were very solid, with a lot 
of mutual respect 

As you know, I’ve already told you this, but 
Mike Franchetti was the one who introduced me 
to George Deukmejian 

Did Mr Deukmejian have any sense that this 
business over [Lt Governor] Mervyn Dymally 
would be a problem for Mr Franchetti 7 
No 

So, briefly, when Mr Franchetti worked in the 
attorney general's office, as the chief deputy, 
actually he was not the chief deputy, this was 
still under Mr Younger 

He was the director of legislative affairs 
under the attorney general 

Information was passed from him to reporters 
having to do with the fact someone had asked 
him a question of the attorney general's office 
about whether Mr Dymally was under 
investigation 
Right 

A memo had been written stating someone was 

asked this question 

Right 

Mr Franchetti then says, "Well, the question 
has been asked," and a lot of reporting goes 
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on, and Mr Curb uses it in the 1978 campaign 
for lieutenant governor, Mr Dymally is 
defeated, and takes great umbrage at this 
Right 

Now, this is what comes back to haunt Mr 
Franchetti Do you think this was the real 
problem”? 

No 

What was the real problem”? 

The real problem was the senate wanted to send 
Deukmejian a message that he should not try to 
assert himself He should not try to bring 
back into the governor's office the executive 
responsibilities that former governors have 
had, and, if he tried, as he was trying, this 
is what he's going to get, and we will hit him 
where he is most vulnerable We'll take out 
the closest aide that he submits for 
confirmation 
Which you were not”? 

Which I was not since chiefs of staff are not 
subject to senate confirmation, and we will not 
confirm, and we'll show this guy who's boss 
As you know, I've interviewed Mr Franchetti 
Right 
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And if I may say, my impression of him is that 

he is a very able individual 

Right 

But, at the same time, a very amiable one 
That's right 

And I can't somehow believe, and I've read 
extensively about this in newspapers clippings 
and transcripts, that it had anything [to do] 
with Mr Franchetti's personality, perhaps 
rubbing the senators the wrong way 
It didn't, in fact, if anything, the 
legislators loved Franchetti He worked very 
well with the legislature He had in one year 
as director of finance, I would say, more 
influence m setting the budget policy and the 
budget tone for the next, certainly four years, 
and probably eight, than, and I'm not trying to 
diminish his successors, than anybody else 
And the supreme irony is Mike Franchetti was 
very much a "let's try to work things out with 
the legislature" kind of guy He was a very 
amiable guy He was a total victim I don't 
think it had anything to do with Franchetti, 
and I don't think Franchetti thinks it does, 
and I don't think Deukmejian thinks it does I 
think all three of us thought it had everything 
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to do with the senate being petty, and 
irresponsible, and attempting to send George 
Deukmejian a message about who's boss In my 
view, it was very infantile and very 
unfortunate 

The Senate Rules Committee actually voted to 
confirm Mr Franchetti, the nomination then 
languished on the floor of the senate and was 
actually withdrawn, the purported reason was 
because of the Sebastiani reapportionment 
initiative And then the nomination was 
allowed to expire in the Senate Rules 
Committee, the year having gone by At the 
point it was allowed to expire, Mr Deukmejian, 
in response to letters written by Mr Roberti 
and Mr Alquist, explaining essentially their 
side of the dispute, wrote, to put it mildly, a 
very strong letter of unhappiness over this 
Did you have any role m drafting that letter^ 

I remember it, but he wrote it He felt it 
very personally and he wrote it himself 
I guess the meaning of this for the Deukmejian 
administration was that this was a rocky patch 
with the legislature 

Right, and we're dealing with the senate, 
because with the assembly, as I say, the 
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relationships were really much better The 
speaker was more forceful than David Roberti 
was, and, in my view, more responsible, and the 
relationships with the assembly were much more 
normal, that is to say, we had our differences, 
but the personality problems did not enter into 
it Remember, for example, on the mansion, it 
took a vote of both houses to authorize the 
mansion or to de-authonze it The assembly 
voted that the governor should stay in the 
mansion, and Willie Brown led the fight 
In the senate, it was primarily Senator 
Alquist, the Chairman of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee, who led the fight 
against the governor, and since both had to 
agree, if one didn't, that was the game 
Right 

And Mr Roberti is quoted as saying that, well, 
he really couldn't interfere because he needed 
Alquist to run the senate, and I guess that 
shows his weakness as a leader, which is what 
you were saying 

Right I think David is a decent guy, and I 
think David didn't like what was happening, 
quite frankly, but David went along with it 
because he was unwilling to stand up to A1 on 



215 


SENEY 


[End Tape 6, 
[Begin Tape 
SENEY 


MERKSAMER 


SENEY 

MERKSAMER 


the subject, and he was unwilling to stand up 
to [Senator] Diane Watson and some of the other 
folks that were trying to deprive Mike 
Franchetti of his confirmation 
There were two other individuals who were 
rejected for confirmation One was Carol 
Hallett and the other was Victor Veysey Let 
me turn the tape over and then ask you 
Side A] 

6, Side B] 

I wanted to ask you about the other two cabinet 
appointees who were rejected, Carol Hallett, 
who was nominated as [California Department of 
Parks and Recreation] state parks director, 
what was the problem there 7 

She wasn’t liked I mean, I had and have, a 
great deal of respect for Carol Carol was the 
leader of the Prop 13 babies, Carol became the 
minority leader of the assembly, and was viewed 
as very partisan, and quite frankly effective 
And she was partisan 

She was partisan, and she was effective And a 
lot of Democrats didn't like her, and to be 
real honest with you, I don't think the members 
of the senate, on Republican side, cared for 
her that much either Her style was more 
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shrill and more partisan than theirs They 
were more the get along, go along, kind of 
folks, and I don't think they worked very hard 
for her confirmation, and so she wasn't 
confirmed 

One of her problems was the fact that she had a 

led a fight to turn down a legislative pay 

raise in 1980 and '81 

I think that contributed to it, yes 

Were you aware of that when you asked her to 

accept the appointment 9 

We knew we would have a tough time with her 
No surprise 9 

No big surprise I felt that it would put them 
m a difficult spot because she was a woman and 
because she was a member It is very rare for 
the legislature to turn down a member, but the 
fact is, they did It was not viewed as a 
personal slap at Deukmejian the way Franchetti 
was although the governor did feel that the 
legislature, and I felt this, and I do feel it 
today, no matter who's governor, I think the 
legislature should give the governor deference, 
and basically, vote to confirm his folks, even 
if they disagree I think the only grounds for 
rejection ought to be grounds that go to a lack 
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of fundamental qualification, or go to a lack 
of integrity I think philosophical 
disagreement and personality conflicts should 
not be considered I think in Carol*s case, 
had that been the case, she would have been 
confirmed 

There were Democrats at the time who said that 
they feared her appointment would not be good 
for the parks department because she would make 
enemies m the legislature, and it would mean 
rough sledding for the parks department 
Right, but I disagree with that I think she 
would have been able 

Do you think that was a smokescreen for doing 
what they want* 3 
I do 

And would you lay a lot of it on the pay raise 
business 7 

I would lay some of it on that, and some of it, 
frankly, on her personality She was, as they 
say, a more contentious person, an effective 
advocate, and sometimes you could be so 
effective as to create enemies for yourself 
She was in that category 

What about Victor Veysey, who was nominated to 
head the Department of Industrial Relations 
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Vic, again, was an ex-legislator, and very well 
respected by the members of the legislature I 
was very surprised by that, and that was one we 
did not anticipate because Vic was the chairman 
of the Education Committee, and again, he was 
very well respected He was a professor at Cal 
Tech [California Institute of Technology], and 
what we did not anticipate was that the 
organized labor movement would view the 
Director of Industrial Relations as their 
appointment Again this goes back to the way 
Jerry ran his administration Jerry would, 
basically, say to John Henning, you know, you 
pick 'em, and Henning did It was like they 
got to pick 'em Well, obviously, George 
Deukmejian was not about to say to Jack 
Henning, or anybody else, you pick 'em He 
wanted to pick 'em And organized labor felt 
that he was not their "choice," and therefore, 
they led the fight to defeat him And, again, 
that was a very sad day for the legislature who 
would permit a special interest group to do 
that, but they did 

In the future, when it came to labor matters 
would you take Mr Henning 1 s views more into 
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account, or less into account, as a result of 
this 7 

I would say, not more or less We tried to 
have a decent relationship with Jack Henning 
and, m fact, there were a number of meetings 
with the governor that I participated in, and 
they were cordial, but the relationship was 
never very good When Vic was not confirmed, 
his deputy was, Ron Rinaldi, who had been in 
the department a long time, and certainly was 
known to a lot of folks m labor, and they did 
not stand in the way of his confirmation 
Was he any different, substantively, from Mr 
Veysey 7 
No 

They were making a point, perhaps 
They were making a point, exactly No, he was 
not different and, in fact the irony is that 
he proposed Cal OSHA [California Occupational 
Health and Safety Administration] be abolished 
In 1988, the governor actually went forward 
with abolishing Cal OSHA which, in retrospect, 
was a very bad idea In fact that decision was 
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put to the voters 2 , and the voters rejected 
it, and Cal OSHA remained 

I may have my dates wrong, but was it 1988 that 
that was reinstated on an initiative 7 
I think so, yes 

Because it was up to Governor Deukmejian to 

then reinstate during his term 

Yes 

You know, as long as you brought it up, I want 
to ask you about that, labor didn't want it 
done away with 
Right 

My understanding is that the business community 
did not necessarily want it done away with, 
that there were insurance implications That 
is, if they had it their insurance rates were 
lower 

In my view, it was a dumb move, for which I 
share some responsibility because I went along 
with it 

Why did the governor do it 7 

Because we were purists, and it had nothing to 
do with being "anti-labor," or anything like 
that The fact of the matter is that many 
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states do not have their own OSHA department 
The fact of the matter is that the federal 
government has a very strong and very respected 
OSHA [Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration], and California is governed by 
those rules I happened to chair the 
Governor's Management Task Force, the principal 
purpose of which was to identify areas of 
government that could be changed, or even 
repealed, that were, let's say, duplicative of 
other areas of government, and one of the 
things it selected was Cal OSHA Because what 
Cal OSHA does, the federal government already 
does and Ron Rinaldi, the Director of 
Industrial Relations, firmly believed that it 
should be done He recommended that it be 
done, and we felt that it could be done 
legally We did it, and it was a terrible 
mistake mainly because the organized labor 
movement was essentially dormant m this state 
It had lost many, many members, and what we 
did, in almost a single stroke, was to 
galvanize organized labor, and create an enemy 
where we had none 

We haven't got started to talk m a 
serious way yet about the first term, and what 
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our goals were, and what we attempted to 
accomplish, and what in my view we did 
accomplish, because I think it was an 
extraordinarily successful four years m 
California history and I think historians will 
view it that way But the decision to abolish 
Cal OSHA was a policy mistake, I think, I'm 
still not 100 percent certain, but it was a 
political mistake, I am absolutely certain It 
should not have been done 

Were Mr Russo and Mr Watts brought in on this 
decision 9 

No They had left 

They had left by the time this decision was 
made 9 

Actually, I think, the person that frankly 

should have seen the political consequences of 

this and didn't was me 

Did you tell the governor that 9 

I have since, yes I mean, not at the time, 

because I thought it was the right thing 

Did he argue with you about that 9 

No, had it come out the other way, I mean it 

was a close call And, you can't reasonably 

anticipate everything, and it's not like I go 

to bed every night worried about it, but you 
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have interviewed me for enough to know that I 
am very much of a straight shooter, and when we 
did something right, I don't hesitate to say 
it And when we think we did something wrong, 

I don't hesitate to say that, as well, and if I 
share some responsibility, I don't hesitate to 
acknowledge it I think that is what 
responsibility is all about And for that one, 
I will acknowledge some responsibility 
In the time you and the governor were together 
as governor and chief of staff, many decisions 
had to be made Some of them you are happy 
with, some of them you are not happy with, and 
this is the way it goes 

That's right I'm sort of mad at myself for 
not being more prescient, and, as I say, those 
things happen 

Let me ask you about one other thing, a minor 
matter that was cut out by the governor, pretty 
much right out of the gate, and that was 
California Public Radio 

I supported that, and I think that was a good 
idea 

Well, it certainly didn't get you m any hot 


water 
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I supported it as a matter of policy, and I 
still do In fact, it's interesting, I was 
called a few weeks ago by a friend of mine who 
is pushing a tax here in Sacramento, called the 
A to z tax, to raise some money for the arts, 
and also some of the money will go to public 
radio, and I said I'm against it I'm strongly 
against, and the governor was against, public 
subsidies of radio or television, or for that 
matter the arts I think the private sector 
should share that responsibility Now, for 
example, my family contributes, we contribute 
to public radio, my wife writes personal 
checks But I don't think the public should, 
when we've got children m South Central Los 
Angeles that can't get their shots because 
there is lack of public funding, when we don't 
have enough money to put into our schools at 
the K through twelve level, or the higher 
education level. I'll be damned if money should 
go into public radio or public television I 
think a government has to set priorities and 
government has to make the hard choices, and 
that to me, wasn't even that hard of a choice, 
although it was a controversial choice because 
there is a whole constituency out there that 
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believes firmly in public radio, and I am one 
of them I listen to national public radio 
every day, and I listen to and I watch the 
local public television station here, KVIE, 
Channel 6, but I believe that's something that 
the private sector ought to step up to the 
plate and support, and I don't believe that 
government in an age of diminishing resources 
and increasing needs ought to put millions of 
dollars there when there are so many other more 
important needs 

Are you concerned at all about the problem of 
government influence*? 

Yes, I am That was also another issue I 
think that media, including public media, needs 
to be free of any kind of public funding 
because, inevitably, with public funding comes 
public strings You could say it doesn't 
exist, you could take steps to make it not 
exist, but whenever there is funding, there are 
strings I think the media needs to be as 
independent as it possibly can, and I think to 
the extent that it receives public funding, it 
compromises its independence 

There was not a lot of political heat though, 
was there, from this decision*? 
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No, there was in the sense that some of the 
governor’s friends and sort of the elite who 
feel strongly about it, but it wasn't like an 
issue that resonated with the broad public 
Why don't we get into talking about the 
governor's first term and what you see as the 
important aspects of the first term the 
successes and the failures, too 
OK Well I think that in analyzing the first 
term, you'll have to look at what we were 
looking at in 1983, we were looking at a state 
that was broke We were on the verge of paying 
our bills m IOUs It was at that point the 
worst fiscal situation the state had ever been 
in We were literally bankrupt, and our 
economy was m terrible shape We had 11 5 
percent unemployment People were leaving the 
state in droves, businesses were, if you 
recall Jerry Brown had this small was 
beautiful kind of philosophy, and California 
businesses were going elsewhere to locate and 
businesses around the world and around the 
country were not coming here To some extent, 
our business climate, our regulatory climate 
was considered a laughing stock 
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We were also quite concerned about our 
education system K through twelve certainly, 
but of even more important concern to the 
governor, and to myself—and these goals are 
the governor's, but I share in them 100 
percent—we were quite concerned about the 
deterioration of the University of California, 
and our system of higher education m this 
state I was, as you know from previous 
sessions, I am a very, very strong admirer of 
Ronald Reagan, but I think he really screwed up 
when it came to the University of California 
and our state colleges and university system 
I think he did not give it the attention and 
priority that it needed Jerry Brown continued 
it It was benign neglect As a result, over 
sixteen years what was once the greatest public 
university system had been allowed to languish, 
and m our view, deteriorate, and that had 
obvious consequences, first of all, for our 
children I mean what you want in a system of 
higher education is a system that is excellent 
and that's affordable That's how a lot of 
people break out of their own lower middle 
class backgrounds, and make more of a 
contribution It is also from a pragmatic 
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point of view essential to the success of a 
dynamic economy So, look at it pragmatically, 
you cannot have a dynamic economy if you don't 
have engineers and teachers and scientists to 
run that economy, and the only way you*re going 
to get that is if you have an outstanding 
public education system So, I would say, we 
cared very much about that 

Finally, we cared about safety George 
Deukmejian had devoted his career toward public 
safety We were concerned about not enough 
prisons being built, and we were also concerned 
about an inattention to public safety or at 
least what we perceived to be a lack of 
commitment to public safety by members of the 
California Supreme Court or the appellate 
courts, exemplified by Rose Bird who was the 
Chief Justice and other Brown appointees So, 
what were our goals 7 This is all by way of 
background What were our goals 7 Number one 
was to restore fiscal stability and integrity 
to the state, and to do it without a tax 
increase, a general tax increase 
Because there was some loophole plugging 
Absolutely We'll get into that in a minute 
That's part of the compromise To restore a 
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healthy vibrant business climate to our state 
If a person doesn't have a joh, you know, what 
does he have 7 If a man cannot feed his family, 
cannot take care of his family, he really has 
nothing, and so we wanted to do that We 
wanted to restore excellence to education at 
all levels, but particularly, higher education 
which we felt had been allowed to seriously 
languish and deteriorate through the preceding 
sixteen years as I have said And we wanted to 
increase people’s confidence in our ability to 
police the streets to achieve public safety, 
and by that, we wanted to appoint men and women 
to the courts of this state that would be as 
concerned about the rights of the victims as 
they would be about the rights of the 
criminals I would say that, while there were 
other goals, those were the four primary goals 
of the first term They were discussed 
directly and they were, in my view, achieved, 
and they were achieved in dramatic fashion I 
think, the fact that George Deukmejian m 1986 
was elected by one of the largest landslides in 
California history is testament to the fact 
that those goals were achieved 
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If you look back, if you go from *83 to 
*86 and look at those four goals, first of all, 
a billion and a half dollar deficit in four 
years became a two or three billion dollar 
surplus with a billion dollar reserve for 
economic uncertainties, and there were no 
general tax increases, although there were some 
loophole closings When we get into the 
details of the first budget crisis, we can talk 
about that if you want and how that was 
negotiated because it's actually an interesting 
story The unemployment rate had dropped from 
11 5 percent m January of 1983 to about 6 5 or 
7 percent at the end of this first term No, I 
take that back, I think it was 5 5 to 6 percent 
at the end of his first term 
Now, a lot of this would have to do with Mr 
Reagan's increased budgets for defense 
It did No question about that I would say 
it had to do with a number of things It had 
to do with the fact that George Deukmejian went 
around the state and around the country saying 
California is back m business We are going 
to eliminate regulatory overkill, which, by the 
way, we did I also chaired that group, and 


in the course of four years, we eliminated or 
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thousand regulations, but that was a whole 
other thing We also held the line on taxes 
which made California more competitive as a 
place to do business, but there is no question, 
the California economy, despite all those 
things, would not have come back as strongly as 
it did but for Reagan infusing this state with 
literally billions and billions of dollars of 
defense work, there's no question about that 
I would say, both the president and the 
governor deserve some credit for that 

The third element was education, and in 
Jerry Brown's last year, roughly 47 percent of 
the general fund was devoted to education at 
all levels At the end of 1986, roughly 55 
percent of the general fund was devoted to 
education That's a huge, just a huge 
increase If you were to talk to anybody 
associated with the University of California, 
be they in the administration or the 
professors, or in the state college system, 
they will tell you that Deukmejian probably did 
more for restoring excellence to UC 
[University of California] and the state 
college system than any other governor maybe 
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since Pat Brown, and his record, m my view, 
was comparable to Pat Brown*s 

Pretty much coincidentally with the governor's 
election, I may have the year a little bit off, 
but I think David [Pierpont] Gardner becomes 
the president at UC [University of California] 
Right 

You must have dealt with him a good deal 
I dealt with [him] a lot In fact, we were 
involved in his selection 

Let me ask you about that Did the governor 
play a role in his selection*? 

Absolutely 

Because he is a Trustee, of course 
Yes, a Regent, and we absolutely talked to 
David, and David, in my view—first of all, he 
was a friend, he is a friend—he was an 
outstanding president, and I thought, did a 
remarkable joh at the University of California, 
and it saddened me greatly to see the way he 
went out I frankly think that while he would 
disagree with this, I frankly think that he 
made some very serious errors m his last year 
or two m terms of his own executive 
compensation and in terms of the compensation 
and the perks for some of the key people But 
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for that, I would view David Gardner as the 
finest president of the University of 
California, maybe him with [Robert Gordon] 
Sproul But because of the last year or two, I 
think his place m the University of California 
leadership has to be diminished, and it is very 
unfortunate because he is a brilliant man, he's 
an outstanding educator and he devoted a good 
portion of his life to restoring excellence and 
luster to UC But, the fact of the matter is, 
he made a fatal mistake which I'm concerned 
about to this day because I think to some 
extent it's still being made It is very 
important to me personally, and I know this is 
very important to George Deukmejian, that we 
not only have a fine system of public higher 
education, but that it be affordable, and that 
it be viewed as responsible 

I make a lot more money m private 
practice of law, much more money than I ever 
made in public life, but I'm the same person 
That's how it should be Because when you're 
in public life, in public service, the key word 
there is service and you're not supposed to be 
well compensated for that service The same 
thing with being the president of the 
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University of California I think it's a 30 b 
that is comparable, quite frankly, to being the 
president or the CEO [Chief Executive Officer] 
of a major Fortune 500 company, but I don't 
think that because it's comparable in scope, 
that the salary should be commensurate because 
you are in fact, m public service, and you 
have to set an example 

I'm very disappointed m what's happened 
in the last four years The fees of our state 
college system and the fees of our university 
system have gotten out of hand I think they 
ought to come down I think that our 
administrators ought to be paid less, not more, 
and I think that there has to be some major 
changes in the whole system You didn't want 
to hear that, but, anyway, that's what I think 
Let's discuss one thing because under Mr 
Deukmejian for the first time you get fees m 
the community college system 
Absolutely 

And there may be some who think, this is what 
started it, this broke the dam and legitimized 
the raising of fees 

No, there were always fees m the state college 
system and the university system There were 
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not fees in the community college system He 
felt, and I agree with him, that that was 
wrong That young people should pay a bit of a 
price for their education, if they really want 
to go to school, they ought to be willing to 
pay a bit for it Now the fee that we proposed 
was fifty dollars a semester That is not an 
outrageous fee, and we felt then and, I still 
feel that fees should be a part of the system 
My problem was that the fees now at all levels 
have gotten out of hand I mean a fifty 
dollars fee to go to the Community College 
System is one thing, four, five or six 
thousand dollars a year to go to the University 
of California is another 

Wasn't the governor critical of some of the 
courses at the community colleges things like 
pet grooming and quilting 7 
Right There is also a lot of that, and 
community colleges were to some extent, a 
baby-sitting operation Community colleges 
play a very important role in the master plan 
They are a transitional experience for someone 
who is either not ready for a four year 
college, or perhaps, cannot afford it They 
could be ready for a four year college, but 
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they might not be able to afford to go to a 
four year college, and that plays a very 
important role But some of the courses that 
were being taught there, the basket weaving 
courses, and things like that, that's something 
that the taxpayers, in our view, have no 
business subsidizing I mean it's one thing to 
teach government and history and languages and 
mathematics and literature, it's another thing 
to teach, you know, pop art and basket weaving 
and some of the courses that were being taught 
I would like to go back to Mr Gardner for a 
minute You said you played a role m his 
selection Is that typical for the governor to 
play a role m the selection of the university 
president 7 

Well, no, but it is typical in the sense that 
when he's selected during the course of a 
governor's administration, sure, because the 
governor is number one, the governor, number 
two, a regent, and number three, responsible 
for appointing the regents, and that carries a 
great deal of weight 

The regents technically appoint the president 7 
Yes, they do The governor only has one vote, 


but it's sort of like 
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The biggest vote 

The biggest vote yes, that's right 
He controls the budget process What was it 
you liked about Mr Gardner, and the governor 
liked about Mr Gardner 7 

David is incredibly smart, very responsible, 
very shrewd 
Politically adept 7 

Politically adept, he was politically 
extraordinarily skilled 
Was that a major consideration 7 
Side B] 
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SENEY I did want to ask you how you describe a 

typical day, if there is such a thing, as 
chief of staff for the governor, how it may 
gave changed over time 

MERKSAMER Actually, it didn't What was typical m 

January of 1983 was the same type of day I had 
the day I left, so it really didn't change 
Are we talking about my day, or the governor's 
day 7 

SENEY Your day, really, but then maybe the 

governor 1 s, too 

MERKSAMER It related directly to the governor's 

SENEY When would you start 7 What time did you get to 

the office 7 

MERKSAMER Generally, I would get there at 7 30 [AM], 

which hasn't changed, as you know Obviously, 
when we had a major crisis, or State of the 
State [message] to do, or budget messages, I'd 
get there as early as 6 00, or 6 30, but my 
typical day would start at 7 30 From about 
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7 30 to 9 00, I would say I would devote that 
time to what I would call quiet time, which 
would be paper work I would do my paper work 
If you don't mind, what does paper work mean to 
the chief of staffs 

Well, I would probably go through two or three 
feet of paper a week, the chief of staff to the 
governor, at least the way it was run during 
the Deukmejian years, is essentially the chief 
operations officer of the state, which means 
that not only is that person responsible for 
the day-to-day management of the state, under 
the broad purview of the governor, but all the 
decisions, policy judgments, as well as 
appointments and executive orders, legislation, 
are run through the chief of staff's office 
So, for example m the Deukmejian 
administration, we had a management memo type 
of process, I actually incorporated it here m 
the law firm, we use it here and we used it in 
the attorney general's office as well Let's 
say, the Deputy Director of Parks and 
Recreation wants to do something significant 
that requires the governor's office 
involvement There would have to be a memo 
prepared by that person's staff He'd sign off 
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on it, the Director of Parks would sign off on 
it, and then it would go to the agency 
secretary who would sign off on it, and then it 
would come into the cabinet section of the 
governor's office, the cabinet secretary to the 
governor would review it, and make the input 
from all relevant agencies Let's say the 
memorandum had fiscal impact, the cabinet 
secretary would see to it the Department of 
Finance had input Let's say it impacted 
another department, the Department of Water 
Resources, for example If that had not been 
worked out at the agency level because both 
Parks and Water Resources are in the Water 
Resources Agency, the cabinet secretary's 30 b 
would see to it that the Director of Water 
Resources had his input When everything was 
staffed out, it would then come to me I would 
review it, I would have to sign it, and at that 
point, it would go m to the governor I used 
to have to go through, I would say, an average 
of five, or six, or seven of those a day, 
sometimes as many as fifteen or twenty, 
sometimes as few as one or two In addition to 
that, all recommendations on legislation 
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The existing Parks Director m the example you 
gave would have the sense of judgment to say, 
wait a minute, this has got to go up the line 
Yes, but we put out strict guidelines 
That's what I was going to ask you, there were 
guidelines 

We put out guidelines in the first week of the 
administration I put out an extensive 
memorandum to all agency secretaries, all the 
departmental directors, deputy directors, 
which, basically laid out the guidelines for 
what required gubernatorial review, and/or 
approval 

Why did you do that 7 What made you think that 
you better get this done right away 7 
Because it's very important There's only one 
individual, in our view, at least, m the 
executive branch that's elected by the people 
of the state to make policy that's accountable 
to the people of the state for the policy that 
is being made, and that's the governor, and he 
ought to be making it And while there's many 
ministerial functions that ought to be done m 
the normal course of things that certainly 
don't require gubernatorial involvement or 
review, executive judgments do, judgments which 
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affect the broad public interest do, judgments 
which have consequences, or potential 
consequences in the legislature or in the arena 
of public opinion do, and those issues should 
properly come to the governor's office, and in 
many cases, should go to the governor And it 
would be up to the people at the lower level to 
make that determination There were many 
issues that would ultimately come to the 
cabinet secretary, that he would decide not to 
bring to me, and there would be issues that, 
quite frankly, I would decide, and wouldn't 
bring to the governor So, there is a question 
of judgment that goes all the way up the chain 
of command 

You said last time that when you were getting 
ready to be chief of staff you talked to 
previous chiefs of staff, Mr Meese and Mr 
Davis and Mr Collins, did they say you had 
better get this done, and this was a good idea 7 
Well, this was sort of an Ed Meese model, it 
was very similar to what Ed Meese did No, the 
best advice I got, and all the chiefs of staff 
told me exactly the same thing, focus on 
personnel because the most important judgments 
that you'll be making are the judgments in the 
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first six months regarding the quality and 
character of the people that you bring into the 
administration In terms of my staff work I 
also reviewed personnel appointments, and I was 
the final approval person before recommended 
appointments would go to the governor Now, 
appointments that were at the assistant 
director level or below would stop at my desk 
They would be generated by the appointments 
unit, and the appointments secretary would have 
to sign off on them, obviously, the director of 
the relevant department would have to sign off 
on them, and I would have to sign off on them 
They would not go to the governor There are 
thousands of appointments Anything higher 
than that would require the appointments 
secretary's, [Marvin] Marv Baxter's, approval, 
my approval, and ultimately the governor's 
approval The appointments unit interviewed 
everybody I interviewed everybody at the 
deputy director and above level The governor 
and I, together, would interview everybody at 
the cabinet level, and many of the senior 
directors, not all directors, but most 
directors the governor, himself, would 
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interview He, obviously, personally 
interviewed every major judicial appointment 
The Appeals Court 

The Appeals Court and the Supreme Court, and 
so, the chief of staff would have to review 
that The chief of staff would have to review 
all recommendations to the governor, relative 
to legislation that would come in with the 
legislative secretary's signature, and the 
chief of staff's signature, before it would go 
to the governor So, there's a great deal of 
paper work By the way, do ask me at some 
point how we dealt with the issue of taking 
positions on legislation because I think we had 
something interesting, and you might want to 
ask me also about how we coordinated 
emergencies, particularly m light of some of 
the things that have recently happened I want 
to get back to the schedule 
OK 

However you want to do it 

Now back to the appointments Were you pretty 
satisfied with the appointments that you made 7 
By and large, but we clearly made some 
mistakes 
Did you 7 
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Yes, but I'd rather not get into [that] They 
were obvious, I mean, you know, there was the 
Director of Veterans Affairs 
What was the problem there 9 

Well, [Andrew] Andy Mendes had some problems in 
terms of allegations of misconduct and he had 
to leave We had a major problem in the Office 
of Economic Opportunity that resulted in myself 
launching an investigation, bringing in the 
Department of Finance and the attorney 
general's office that ultimately led to the 
resignation of the director The chief deputy 
director actually went to jail for 
misappropriation of funds But, by and large, 
we were very pleased with the appointments 
But, certainly, there were problems An 
appointments process as thorough, as complete 
as it is, and ours was thorough and complete, 
can't be perfect Mistakes are made and will 
be made What you try to do is minimize those 
mistakes, and when you discover mistakes, you 
act on them as quickly as possible 

So, anyway, back to my schedule, I would 
say the first hour and a half of the day, I 
wouldn't take calls, unless it was emergency 
type calls I would try to just use that to 
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keep up on the paper work At 9 00 [AM] I 
would have a daily senior staff meeting m 
which all senior staff participated, and that 
would last anywhere from half an hour to an 
hour The director of finance also 
participated, and we would, basically, plan the 
day We would go around the room, basically 
everybody would be called on to talk about 
anything that has happened m their particular 
area, so the press secretary, the legislative 
secretary, the appointments secretary, the 
legal affairs secretary, the director of 
finance, the office of personnel 
administration, right around the room, cabinet 
secretary 

To keep you abreast of things 
Keep me abreast of things, and also one 
another There were two purposes, keep one 
another abreast of things, to kind of figure 
out how we were to handle things, and to 
coordinate, and to keep me abreast of things, 
so that I can keep the governor abreast of 
things That would last about anywhere from a 
half hour to an hour, sometimes it would go as 
much as an hour and a half At 10 30 [AM], I 
had a daily meeting with the governor The 
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governor would get in about twenty to nine, and 
just like I have my quiet time from 7 30 to 
9 00, he would have his quiet time from about 
twenty to nine until 10 30, when he'd do his 
reading 

What you had put on his desk' 3 
Yes, and other things, whatever he wanted to 
do Then I would start with him about 10 30 
It would be a meeting of just the governor and 
myself which would last anywhere from half an 
hour to an hour, and I would go over the daily 
events with the governor Obviously, the stuff 
that I was getting from the senior staff, we 
would be discussing Now, the senior staff 
meeting was every day at 9 00 On Tuesdays, we 
would combine it with a cabinet meeting, and 
the cabinet would be invited to participate 
with the senior staff, it was a joint meeting 
This was again without the governor, and the 
reason I did that is I felt that in the Meese 
years and Reagan years, there was a sort of 
division between the cabinet and the staff, and 
I wanted to make sure they were integrated as 
part of one team So, we did that on Tuesdays 
We had a joint meeting on Tuesdays, and we 
would go around the room, and it worked It 
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really did work Twice a month there would be 
cabinet meetings per se with the governor, just 
the cabinet, but this was a working session 
From maybe 11 30 to noon, we would have an 
appointments meeting, or a schedule meeting, or 
a legislative meeting 

By an appointments meeting, you mean you might 
interview someone’ 

Yes Interview someone, meet with someone, meet 
with Marv Baxter, who is now on the Supreme 
Court of the state, but at that time was the 
appointments secretary to the governor We 
would go over pending appointments or we would 
have a legislative meeting, and we would meet 
with our legislative secretary and worry about 
what's going on with the legislature Then 
from noon to 1 3 0 [PM ], we generally would 
have a working lunch, and the working lunch 
could be with constitutional officers, or could 
be with agency secretaries Oftentimes, it was 
with legislators, and oftentimes, it was with 
the Big Five So, assuming this was a Big Five 
day 

By Big Five, you mean agency secretaries 7 
No, meaning, the speaker, the president pro tern 
of the senate, and the two Republican leaders, 
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and the fifth is the governor We would have a 
working lunch, and then the non-elected people 
that would be there would be generally myself, 
the director of finance, and sometimes, the 
governors legislative secretary, and let's say 
that would go on from 12 00 to 1 30 We would 
discuss basically legislative issues, problems, 
budget issues, that kind of thing Then, let's 
say from 2 00 to 3 00, if we had a legislative 
meeting m the morning, we would have an 
appointments meeting, and we'd interview 
people, or whatever Maybe from 3 00 to 4 00, 
we'd have a finance meeting That would be a 
time for the governor and myself to meet with 
the director of finance Sometimes the 
director would bring m a deputy director, or 
sometimes it would be just the three of us, and 
it would be to figure out the budget It did 
not happen once a year, it happened three or 
four times a week, where budgetary-type 
discussions were had 

You must have had, to keep up on how the 
money was flowing in and 

Absolutely, we had reports on that, 
absolutely And then from about 4 00 to 5 15, 
I would say, the governor would have his office 
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time, and I would go back to my office, and it 
was during that hour and fifteen minutes I 
would return my calls Now, you have to 
understand, I'm just giving you a schedule 
where I'm m meetings all day, and so, I did my 
paper work before 9 00, and I'm in meetings, 
essentially with the governor from 9 00 to 
about 4 00, and then from about 4 00 to 5 15 or 
5 30, about an hour and a half, I would return 
calls My secretary would have a whole call 
sheet, and I would end up returning anywhere 
from maybe ten to fifty calls It would be 
like an assembly line She'd be placing them, 
and I'd be talking to them 

Who would be important enough to get the chief 
of staff to return their calls, because you 
must have assigned some of these calls to your 
deputy 9 

I had an assistant, a deputy chief of staff and 
unless it was someone important or an urgent 
call or it was during the period of 9 00 to 
5 00, I couldn't get back to them So, unless 
it was a prison riot, or something, my deputy 
would return those calls But, it was not 
like, "I am returning the call for Steve and 
you can't talk to Steve " It was, "I am 
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returning the call for Steve because he can't 
get back to you until 5 00, is there anything I 
can do to help, and if I can solve the problem, 
fine If not, I'll have Steve call you at five 
o'clock " And so, I did not have people, per 
se, returning calls, and I am sure that there 
are some people that I, inadvertently, did not 
return their calls, but I, actually, tried to 
return every call I figured anybody who'd 
call me, cared enough to talk to me, I would 
try to Now, obviously, if a legislator 
called, I would first ask the legislative 
secretary to return the call if they could 
solve the problem But sometimes, they'd just 
want to talk to me, and I would get back to 
them As I say, between 4 00 and 5 15 or 5 30, 

I would return those calls, and then 
oftentimes, I would be returning calls, because 
I could not get them all done, I'd have my 
secretary say, "Well Mr Merksamer will call 
you between 9 00 and 10 00 tonight if that's OK 
with you," or whatever, and I would return the 
calls 

You took these home with you^ 

Oh, yes I would say from about 5 15 to about 
5 45, I would meet the governor again, and kind 
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of go through what happened that day and, also, 
give him a preview of what can be expected for 
the next day And that would maybe be anywhere 
from fifteen minutes to a half hour The 
governor would go home, generally around 6 00 
or 6 15 I would stay, and I would stay until 
7 15 to 7 30 That's where I would, again, get 
caught up on paper work, continue to return 
calls, have meetings, planning sessions with 
staff folks Also, I would have to go, and 
this is the part of the 30 b that I did not 
enjoy, to some receptions, and things like 
that, legislative receptions, legislators* 
fundraisers because they want the governor*s 
representative there, that kind of thing, and I 
would do that I would always try to get home 
by about 7 30, 7 45, and that was my day And 
I would be with my family until about 9 15 or 
9 30, and I'd probably put m another hour at 
home And that was my day, five days a week, 
and in the first year, I was actually working a 
day a week-end Generally, I'd take Saturday 
off, and I would work anywhere from a half a 
day to a full day on Sunday I would say after 
the first year, I would only put m a few hours 
on the week-end, other than crises 



253 


SENEY 

MERKSAMER 

SENEY 

MERKSAMER 


SENEY 


MERKSAMER 


SENEY 


MERKSAMER 


SENEY 

MERKSAMER 


Was that because you'd learned to manage your 

time better 7 

Yes 

Or did you need more time with your family 7 
No, it was because I had learned to manage my 
time better, and I did learn In that job, you 
do learn to manage time, or you don't survive 
I take it you had a great deal of faith in your 
subordinates as well 7 

I did We had a very good staff particularly 

in the governor's office, and I did have a lot 

of confidence in the people that I worked with 

Now you and Mr Thomas, the press secretary, 

were the only ones who could speak for the 

governor, am I right about that 7 

Yes, I would say that it was viewed around that 

Capitol that the only person who could speak 

for the governor on all issues, was me And 

the only person who could speak for the 

governor on let's say, press issues, other than 

myself, would be Larry Thomas, and I would say 

that's pretty much true 

Did you meet with the press very much 7 

Yes, I did I did not so much the first year, 

I did not want to, but Larry Thomas felt that 
it was very important that the chief of staff 
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to the governor meet the press He could say 
things that Larry couldn't say, that would 
carry more weight, or whatever, and I did meet 
the press As things developed, I actually met 
with the press a great deal If you were to go 
back, and look at the press clippings at the 
time, you would see that I had a significant 
amount of exposure as the chief of staff I 
would have regular meetings with the press I 
didn't have press conferences, per se, but I 
would certainly meet with the press on a 
regular basis, but it was all organized as part 
of the overall effort and coordinated by Larry 
Thomas, our press secretary 
Was one of the reasons for this that Mr 
Deukmejian really didn't like to meet with the 
press much, and you were kind of taking part of 
that burden from him 7 

Well, he didn't like it either I think that 
overstates it He certainly met with the 
press He had regular press conferences once 
every three weeks or so 

They often wanted to interview him one on one 
Yes, he didn't like to do that at all, and so 
they would be stuck with me Yes, that's true 
And I actually got to enjoy it And I enjoy it 
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now I've been out of the governor's office 
about seven or eight years now, and I am still 
interviewed every so often, and I enjoy it I 
enjoy the press people, I enjoy working with 
them I have a lot of friends in the press 
corps I think that you have to recognize the 
essentially adversarial nature of the 
relationship But having said that, I only 
remember one time m which I felt the press, 
one person in the press, didn't act 
appropriately I was always given a fair shake 
by the press 

Was this when you were called at horned 
No, that doesn't bother me In fact, there are 
a couple of reporters that I gave my home 
number to, and they still have it Most 
reporters were, at least as they related to me, 
very fair, and objective That's not to say 
that I didn't take my share of criticism I 
did, but that's part of the normal discourse 
That's part of every day life in government and 
politics That kind of goes with the 
territory 

Overall, how did you think the press treated 
the governor’ 
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Overall, I think the press was very fair to the 
governor 

How did he feel about that do you think^ 

He felt, by and large, they were fair to him, 
particularly in the first term I think in the 
second term, and remember, I wasn't there 
during the second term, and neither was Larry 
Thomas, but I think he felt that he had a 
rougher press in the second term, and they 
were, from his perspective, not as fair I can 
only speak to the first term, and in the first 
term, I thought the press treated us very fair 
Let me go back to the questions you asked me to 
raise First of all, the one on the way you 
handled legislation 

OK We instituted something that I thought was 
pretty innovative at the time, I am not sure 
it 1 s being done now We put together a 
legislative review panel, but first let me back 
up and say this The biggest problem with 
legislation is that when a bill comes up, you 
have to worry mostly about what the governor 
thinks of the bill, but in order to help the 
governor arrive at what he thinks of the bill, 
you want to know what the various departments 
think of the bill And, oftentimes you have 
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the department of finance opposing a bill, and 
the department of social services promoting a 
bill because their interests are different It 
was very frustrating to me because I felt the 
administration should speak with one voice, and 
rational people should come to some sort of 
rational decision-making about where we go on 
legislation We instituted something called 
the legislative review panel which the 
legislative secretary chaired, and included the 
director of finance and myself We would meet 
once every couple of weeks, and the legislative 
secretary would bring us the bills It would 
be in a big room, and we would have all the 
departments represented, the directors could be 
there, and basically, pitch the bills So, the 
legislative secretary would say we have this 
bill by Senator So and So which does the 
following, Department of Water Resources is 
opposed to it, the Department of Fish and Game 
is in support of it, the Department of Finance 
has no position on it These are the people 
who promote it, these are the people that are 
opposed to it 

Meaning the interest groups 7 
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Interest groups And I would say who here 
wants to speak on it 7 Department of Water 
Resources, you are opposed to it Why are you 
opposed to it 9 So and so, why are you in favor 
of it, and we'd have a little debate It would 
be almost like an adjudicatory proceeding, and 
then, oftentimes, a decision would be made on 
the spot Well, let's support it, let's oppose 
it, whatever, and then we'd inform the 
governor The governor never disagreed, you've 
got to understand we knew the governor 1 s 
thinking Between the three of us, we would 
know the governor's thinking, and you can know 
what the governor would do on a given bill, 
mostly If it was a close call, or something 
that I did not know where the governor would 
be, I would say, "We're going to have to take 
this one to the governor, and we'll give him 
all the sides, and let him decide because we 
don't know we can't read his mind on something 
like this " It was a very effective process 
for working out disputes within the 
administration and getting the administration 
to speak with one voice on legislation It was 
also a very effective process for arriving at 
gubernatorial decisions on legislation, on 
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whether the bill would be good, bad, whatever 
It also served as a trip-wire because, 
obviously, every major piece of legislation I 
would become familiar with The director of 
finance would become familiar with, the 
governor would become familiar with, as opposed 
to waiting until the bill comes down and seeing 
it m front of you 

In other administrations, the line departments 
would often complain that the finance 
department had a very large voice up or down on 
these matters Did the finance director have a 
pretty large voice 9 

Yes, but we diminished the voice because of 
this process, so see without this process, the 
Department of Finance would take the position, 
no, this has fiscal implications, and it would 
be dead 

And the departments might never have had a 
chance to make their arguments 
Exactly So this did have the effect of 
diminishing this very large role of the 
Department of Finance I am not trying to say 
they didn’t continue to play a role They did 
They are a very important department, but they 
played less of a role because of this process 
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The agencies and the departments got to play 
more of a role 

You know, as you're helping the governor set 
aside this bureaucratic structure, and you've 
got the finance department which, I suppose 
all the governors and chiefs of staff would 
probably say is a key department to all of 
them, I am wondering how you keep all these 
people happy I mean, obviously, this is one 
way, by giving them a voice, but you kind of 
have to schmooze 'em 
You do 

And I think that's what you were doing by 
having the cabinet secretaries come to talk to 
the senior staff 

Yes A chief of staff spends a great deal of 
time hand holding 

What other mechanisms did you have to do that 7 
There were three major processes at work here 
There's three types of situations that involve 
a great deal of consensus and team building 
One is legislation, and I just showed you how 
we did that Sometimes we'd have fifty or 
sixty people in the room prepared to speak and 
argue on a bill All administration people, 
all internal The other area is actually 
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writing the budget and, again, while there is 
no question that the chief of staff, the 
governor himself, obviously, and the director 
of finance have the largest roles to play, we 
would work with all the departments in terms of 
writing that budget, and we would have a 
process that was very clear The governor felt 
very strongly that you try to work it out with 
the Department of Finance, but if you can't, 
you take it to the chief of staff, and he'll 
make a judgment, one way or the other If you 
couldn't work it out there, bring it to me, the 
governor and I will work it out And that was 
a process that worked People felt, by and 
large, that they would be heard What people 
care about more than anything else is not the 
ultimate decision, they care what the ultimate 
decision is, but they want the decision to be 
fair and not arbitrary, and they want to know 
that they had their day m court, either with 
someone like myself, or sometimes that will not 
be good enough, and they want to hear it 
directly from the governor, which I felt was 
fine That was their right If an agency 
secretary said, "Steve, I just disagree with 
you on this decision, and I realize this is a 
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decision you want to make, but I want to take 
it to the governor " I would say, "Be my 
guest, let's go in and discuss it with him " I 
would not try to 30 b him, or get my view across 
because, ultimately, it's not my view, it's not 
his view, it's ultimately the governor's view 
where the public interest is And, therefore, 
my view was if someone wanted to take something 
of consequence 
Side A] 

7, Side B] 

I was saying if someone wanted to take an issue 
to the governor, that was fine with me The 
only place that I would step m and prevent it 
is if I felt the issue was inconsequential I 
mean, for instance, if an agency secretary 
wants to take to the governor the issue of 
whether his travel budget should go up three 
thousand dollars, you know, and he's got a 
travel budget of fourteen million, I don't 
think I'd let that get to the governor 
Were there times when you would make a decision 
that you knew the governor would go along with 
and you would go to the governor and say, "This 
is what I think we should do, but I think maybe 
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you should call this guy and tell him because 

Yes I'd do that a lot, and also there were 
times when I would make the decision, 
particularly if it involved a cabinet member, 
and I would say, "This is going to be the 
decision, and I don't think you should take it 
to the governor, it's not of consequence, but 
if you want to, you can " And then I would go 
tell the governor that I made the decision and 
what I told the cabinet member just to make 
certain m my own mind that the governor was 
comfortable with that position and most of the 
time he was Once m a while, he wouldn't be 
He would say, "Well, I'm not sure that was the 
right decision, why don't we take a second 
look 9 " And then we would definitely take a 
second look It wasn't like I was acting m an 
arbitrary fashion either My priority was 
clear, and that was to see to it that the 
governor's policies and the governor's 
priorities became the priorities and policies 
of the state, and not to have an independent 
agenda I worked very hard at making sure that 
I had only one agenda, and that was George 
Deukmejlan's agenda The other issue, I said 
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there's the legislative process, there's the 
budget process, the other issue is the 
emergency operations 

Let me just go back and just stop you for 
second If you went to the governor with one 
of these decisions, and he'd say, "I think we 
should think this over," obviously, that meant 
he wanted you to do something else Would you 
then, and would he want you to maybe call the 
agency secretary and say, "This is Steve, and I 
thought it over and maybe we can handle this 
another way 7 " rather than have the governor 
overrule you with the agency secretary because 
your standing was important to the governor 7 
How would that work 7 

Yes Basically like that I was not worried 
about my standing with the governor 
I wasn’t referring to that, but if you're my 
chief of staff, I want you to have a powerful 
voice, and I don't want to undercut you 
That's right, and the governor took that 
approach First of all, this happened very 
rarely We just spent the weekend together, I 
was with him all weekend, and we were talking 
about this We really think alike 
People knew this 7 


SENEY 



265 


MERKSAMER 


SENEY 


MERKSAMER 


And people knew it In order words, I didn't 
have to struggle too hard to try to figure out 
what George Deukmejian would do because, 
inevitably, he and I would think alike On 
rare occasions he would come to a different 
conclusion But because again, my agenda was 
only his agenda, I brought a lot of things to 
him people did not know I was bringing him 
They thought that it just stopped with me, but 
let's say I made the judgment, and then in my 
hour and a half with him privately, I would 
say, by the way, I talked to Secretary Such and 
Such, here's what he wanted and here's what I 
did I talked to So and so, and here's what I 
did Just to keep the governor informed and 
everything, and then I'd say, 99 percent of the 
time, he thought the way it was handled was 
fine 

But you would know when you should take 
something to him 

I would know, absolutely If I felt it was a 
close question, I would always take it to him 
This is why we got to be as close as we got, he 
knew that anything that was close [judgment 
call] I would bring to his attention, or even 
if I didn't think it was close, but it was 
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sensitive, I would bring it to his attention, 
and frankly, there were times that I didn't 
know what to do That also happened 
Can you remember any of those* 5 
Well, not off the top of my head, but I 
remember there were times when I truly did not 
know what to do, and I remember going to him, 
and I would say, "I should be resolving this, 
you shouldn't have to deal with this, but I 
need some advice, I don't know how to handle 
this " We would talk about it, and he would 
generally give me very good advice So, it was 
really a partnership And that's how it should 
be, I think, to best serve the state and best 
serve the governor 
What about emergencies' 5 

Well, that was the other area where you've got 
to make sure the right hand and the left hand 
know what they are doing The way we insured 
that is, we created something called the 
Governor's Emergency Operations Executive 
Council, which the governor's chief of staff 
chaired We met on a regular basis, once a 
month, or once every couple of months We 
would drill, we would practice for emergencies, 
on this was the Commissioner of the Highway 
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Patrol, the Commanding General of the National 
Guard, the Director of the Office of Emergency 
Services, the Director of Water Resources, the 
Director of Health Services, the Director of 
Transportation, also the attorney general 
Even though the attorney general of the state 
was of another party, John Van De Kamp served 
on this because he plays a very important role 
in emergencies We would meet and we would 
talk We would anticipate emergencies, and it 
meant that when we were actually m emergencies 
and we certainly didn't have as many crises as 
Pete Wilson has had, but we had a number of 
ma^or crises 
What would those be 9 

Well, the floods in 1986 That was the second 
worst flood fight m the history of the state, 
and we were convened, we were working twenty- 
four hours a day The governor's council 
chambers in the governor's office sets up as an 
emergency operations center Most people 
aren't aware of that It's set up to be that 
in an emergency, and even if the power went 
out, he's got emergency generating equipment, 
and things like that We coordinated the flood 
fight from the governor's office We had the 
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worst series of fires at that point, that was 
1985, in state history Obviously, the 
earthquakes and those kinds of things, and 
you've got to insure that the Highway Patrol, 
the National Guard and the Emergency Services 
are all working together One of the problems 
with the L A riots, frankly, was—and this 
came out m the report that was filed by 

These are the Rodney King riots' 5 
Yes—by a general who Governor Wilson 
asked to take a look at his emergency 
operations procedure One of the problems was 
they were not meeting on a regular basis, they 
weren't discussing things, and they had some 
problems that have been well publicized 
Did they come to you after this and ask you for 
help- 5 

Not the administration per se, but the general, 
he was the Commanding General of the Sixth Army 
who did his report, I forgot his name now, he 
came and interviewed me for a few hours and, in 
fact, recommended in his report to the governor 
that they ought to have something like an 
Emergency Operations Council I don't know if 
they have actually done that or not, but those 
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are the areas So it gets back to your point, 
a lot of being a chief of staff is trying to 
basically lead the team, trying to get people 
to work together to give one another the 
benefit of the doubt, to trust one another, 
it's team work, and you have to work twenty- 
four hours a day at that It means you have to 
be honest with one another, be candid with one 
another You've got to be forthright, and I 
worked very hard at trying to be that type of 
chief of staff, and trying to provide that type 
of leadership 

This may not be a fair question to ask you, but 

what are you like to work for 7 

What do you mean, what do I like to work for 7 

What are you like to work for 7 

Oh, what am I like to work for 7 Well, you 

probably have to ask people who work for me 

You are smiling as you started to answer that 

I think I'm real easy to work for 

Did you have much staff turnover 7 

Well, put it this way, my secretary, this will 

be the twentieth year that she's been with me 

In a number of jobs 

Yes, she was with me when I was a deputy 
attorney general I joined the attorney 



270 


MERKSAMER 


general’s office in 1974, she was assigned to 
me, and she stayed with me through that, 
through when I became special assistant 
attorney general, when I went over to the 
governor's office, and then of course, she gave 
up her state career—she was a long-time state 
employee—to come over here m private practice 
with me, and so she's been with me for twenty 
years I would say that people who work with 
me say that I'm a very demanding person to work 
with m the sense that I want things done 
quickly and I want things done perfectly But, 
I would also say that people think that I'm, 
what I've been told is very fair I think 
that in that respect, I'm very easy to work 
with because I am forgiving and I am very fair 
I'm very accessible, and I try to be a decent 
person m terms of how I conduct myself I'm 
very even-tempered, I don't get angry too 
often I would like to think that people think 
I was pretty easy to work with, recognizing 
that I've got a demanding side where I want 
things done right Art Scotland, who is now an 
appellate court judge, worked with me very 
closely for seven or eight years in the 
attorney general's office, Vance Raye in the 



271 


SENEY 

MERKSAMER 


governor's office and the attorney general's 
office It is interesting, [Robert] Bob 
Williams, who was in the governor's office for 
twenty-five years, he served four governors as 
assistant legislative secretary, when he 
retired, asked if he could come over here and 
work, which he does 
In your law firm 7 

In our law firm One of the governor's 
principal security people came over here and 
worked for three or four years, he [just 
retired My other secretary from the 
governor's office, when I left, came over here 
and worked with me for three or four years 
Now she wants to get out of secretarial work 
and is doing something else, but she was here 
for three years [Richard] Dick Martland, who 
was the chief assistant attorney general and 
when I was in the attorney general's office was 
an assistant attorney general, and more senior 
to me at one point in my early career, when he 
left the attorney general's office after 
twenty-five years, asked if he could come over 
here and work He ’ s over here now as a member 

of this law firm Paul Dobson, who was m the 
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attorney general's office for many years, is 
over here now as a partner in this law firm 
How is the governor to work for 7 
He's wonderful to work for He and I are very 
similar He is very demanding and he wants 
things done right Well, let me say it this 
way, I would only be a chief of staff for 
someone like George Deukmejian He is 
selfless, cares about his people His staff 
are his friends, he watches out for them It's 
like family, and that's how I try to treat the 
people with whom I'm associated That's 
clearly how I was treated He is wonderful to 
work for 

Quite frankly, that's how you get work out of 
people isn't it 7 

Right, you treat them properly, you treat them 
well I have never had with the people that I 
work with an employer-employee kind of complex 
My secretary, Elsie Nakamoto, who is out there, 
is my friend She may have been my secretary 
for twenty years, but she is my friend She is 
my wife's friend I would do whatever I would 
have to do to help her in any kind of 
situation, and that's how the Deukmejians 
viewed the Merksamers They were at our house 
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a lot, we were at their house at lot We 
celebrated family events together, I mean, 
weddings As I say my son is having his 

Bar Mitzvah m two weeks and George and Gloria 
will be here for it 

What is the occasion when you saw Governor 
Deukmejian this past weekend 7 
We are on a board together We are on the 
Board of Directors of the California Chamber of 
Commerce and so he was down there, and we spent 
a great deal of time together 
How is he enjoying his retirement 7 
He's loving it He is loving it, he's enjoying 
himself, he's enjoying his grandchildren, and 
remodeling his house He's just enjoying 
himself immensely He is a remarkable person 
I know an awful lot of politicians, hundreds of 
them, and I know dozens well, including, 
candidly, I don't want this to sound immodest, 
but including presidents and people like that, 
I've never met a person in politics or even 
outside of politics that is as genuine and as 
sincere and is as fine a human being as George 
Deukmejian, or for that matter, Gloria 
Deukmejian They are like saints, and so, I 
can't say enough about them Whether you agree 
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with their policies, disagree with their 
policies, and in terms of the way he conducts 
himself, as a human being, he is a righteous 
individual and I don’t say that about too many 
people 

I wish the tape would pick up the emotion on 
your face We have your words here, but it's 
very interesting to see the kind of devotion 
and, by the way, Mr Franchetti has the same 
kind of respect, not quite as deep a 
relationship, but I am sure that he would say 
that too, but he has the same kind of respect 
for Mr Deukmejian as you’re expressing here 
Let me shift gears a little bit to something 
that is maybe not so pleasant to talk about, 
and that’s the governor’s view, not on higher 
education, which we have talked about at 
length, but on primary and secondary education, 
especially problems with Mr [William] Honig, 
the Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Maybe, you could kind of give me a view of what 
the governor' s view of K through twelve was and 
what happened with Mr Honig because they were, 
clearly adversaries 

The governor's view of K through twelve and his 
view of Mr Honig are radically different The 
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governor came in to the governor's office with 
his top priority, after restoring fiscal 
stability to the state, to restore excellence 
to education at all levels And in fact during 
his first term, it is interesting, and he and I 
were discussing this this weekend actually 
When we came in roughly 47 percent of the 
general fund was devoted to education I'm 
including higher education m this number By 
the end of the first term, almost 56 percent of 
the general fund was going to education, so he 
radically moved a percentage of state dollars 
to education In 1983 he, even though the 
state was bankrupt, and even though—and we 
never got into how the budget and how we solved 
that problem—basically, he held the line on 
spending He inherited a twenty-two billion 
dollar budget from Jerry Brown and spent 
twenty-two billion dollars, but having spent 
twenty-two billion dollars, education, to my 
recollection, that is K through twelve still 
got a six or seven hundred million dollar 
increase What frustrated him, no end, was 
unlike the President of the University of 
California, David Gardner, unlike the President 
[Chancellor] of the state college and 
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university system, [W ] Ann Reynolds, Bill 
Honig wasn't interested m anything other than 
partisan politics All he wanted to do was 
create political issues and political 
divisions 

And you saw him as a potential gubernatorial 
candidate 7 

That's been overstated, I realize that that's 
been m the press, and I am sure that there was 
a period of time where we thought about the 
possibility of him running, but it was never 
serious, I mean I would have loved to run a 
campaign against Bill Honig I think what 
happened to him, ultimately is the proof of 
his character As fond and as warm feelings as 
I have about George Deukmejian, I would say 
that I have the most hostile feelings toward 
Bill Honig and the way he conducted himself 
He would say one thing to the governor, and he 
would do another, and that ultimately became 
his reputation around Sacramento 
Let me say the reports of meetings between Mr 
Honig and the governor were that they got quite 
heated 

They got heated, they didn't get as heated as 


the press suggested Honig, himself, he was an 
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excitable little guy, but m the governor*s 
office he was on his best behavior What was 
most frustrating was to have a meeting with the 
governor, and maybe they disagreed, but it was 
reasonable, and then he*d go out and call a 
press conference, and try to make issues where 
they didn*t exist 

How do you explain that 7 Can you explain that 
at all 7 

I don't know if this was just being a shill for 
the [California] Teachers Association, or what 
I think he did a terrible job for education I 
think that when you consider how much money has 
been put into K through fourteen education m 
the last ten years, billions, and billions and 
billions of dollars, incremental dollars 
Again 47 percent under Jerry Brown, 56 percent 
under George Deukmejian, and then you look at 
the quality of our education, particularly at 
the K through twelve level, you've got to ask 
yourself where did the reforms get us 7 The so- 
called reforms, where did the money go 7 My 
own view of education is that I think the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction's office 
ought to be abolished I think that there 
ought to be a statewide Board of Education that 
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sets broad policy, and I think we ought to go 
back to 

Elected or appointed”? 

Appointed by the governor, maybe with 
legislative appointments, that only sets broad 
policy, and I think that local school 
districts, with elected boards, together with 
their teachers and the parents, should be 
making policy and I think they should have 
their own revenue-raising sources, too In 
other words, revenue should be raised at the 
local level, it should be spent at the local 
level There should be some money set aside by 
the state for equalization so that wealthier 
districts do not do substantially better than 
poor districts, there's a way to equalize that, 
but having said that, right now everything 
comes to Sacramento That is not the right way 
to educate children You're a professor at the 
state university system I don't know what 
campus you're from 
Sacramento 

Do you think that some bureaucrat m the Board 
of Education should tell you how to conduct 
yourself with your class, and tell you how to 
run your class'? That is between you and your 
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students and your local administrator, at this 
level the parents are out of it And at the K 
through twelve level, it should be between 
parents, local administrators and locally 
elected board members and the teachers They 
should be making those judgments, and they 
should also be setting their own policies 
together, and they should have their own 
ability to raise their own revenue Now, my 
wife is very active, she is president of our 
school, or was last year of the Parent-Teachers 
Association, and has been very active m this 
I have very strong views A lot of this is 
Prop 13 and I'm not saying we should eliminate 
Prop 13 I believe m Prop 13, but, as we 
talked earlier on, I worked on that case 
Having said that, I think that there are 
aspects of Prop 13 that could be modified, and 
I definitely think that we ought to give the 
local school districts the ability to raise 
their own revenue, and have sufficient revenue 
to do what they need to do To have everything 
flow through the state of California through 
the Superintendent of Public Instructions 1 s 
office, or for that matter, the governor's 
office, a legislative office, and this top down 
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education is the wrong way to educate our kids, 

and with that, can I take a break 7 

Sure 

[Interruption] 

And 1 1 11 come back to Honig The governor 
didn't like him, I didn't like him, as it 
turned out, by the time he left Sacramento, 
most of the folks in Sacramento, both parties, 
didn't like him, didn't respect him 
If I were to recollect his legal problems 
correctly, he was convicted of conflict of 
interest, was he not 7 Is that the charge 7 He 
was removed from office 

Yes he was, and again, I wasn't a part of that 
and don't know what the facts were I just 
know that he was charged and convicted, but my 
problems with Bill Honig and the governor's 
problems with Bill Honig were that he had no 
sense of the overall obligations of the state 
of California to take care of the entire state 
as opposed to his little fiefdom which was K 
though twelve He didn't care about higher 
education at all, not one twit If he could 
have taken money out of the state college 
budget or the University of California budget 
or the community college budget, he would have 
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done it He didn't care about social welfare 
He didn't care about any of the other programs 
that the state was involved with I think it's 
all right to be a bit provincial, he is 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, but 
unlike virtually everybody else, including 
liberal Democratic leaders of the legislature, 
when it came time to put the broad public 
interest ahead of any parochial interest, they 
all did, and I would say Bill, for whatever 
reasons, at least in my judgment, did not 
You know one of the perennial issues and it 
was for Mr Honig, is school reform I could 
never be sure exactly what that means, these 
things are often very complicated, and 
certainly Mr Deukmejian had been m the 
legislature long enough to see a number of 
these reforms come, be passed, be implemented 
and not achieve much 
Cost an awful lot of money 
Exactly What was the perspective of the 
governor and yourself on this question of 
educational reform 7 

Then or now 7 Then it was that we needed to get 
reform for the dollars, and we did get some 


reforms 
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What was the governor's objective there' 3 
Well, actually, his objective was to get more 
accountability on the part of teachers, less 
tenure, the ability to get rid of teachers that 
were not performing, and by the same token, the 
ability to pay teachers well that were 
performing, a longer school day, and more 
rigorous requirements for kids But having 
gone through all that, I would say today the 
governor and I are at pretty much m the same 
place, and that is, while my children are m 
public schools, I think that we'd like to see 
both of us, some kind of a voucher program 
Now the voucher program that was defeated by 
the voters m the last election cycle had a lot 
of problems with it, and I'm not suggesting 
that was the way to go, but I think some way to 
begin the process of bringing private sector 
principles into this at the K through twelve 
level is the only way to inject some 
competition into the schools The public 
universities, the state college system and the 
University of California, they do compete 
They compete with the Stanfords [University], 
and the Claremonts [Claremont McKenna College] 
and private college all over, but the public 
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schools don't have anybody to compete with I 
think that a little competition would be 
useful You know, actually I remember a 
conversation, and I probably shouldn't say this 
on tape, but I do remember a conversation m 
1983 or '84 where the governor actually thought 
seriously about considering a voucher type of 
system I argued strenuously against it 
What makes you not want to say that on tape 9 
I don't know if it's good to discuss this It 
was an internal conversation, but anyway, I 
argued strenuously against it, and I did 
prevail because I felt if we ever went to the 
voucher system it would undermine the public 
school system Nothing is more important, I 
think, to the future of this country than a 
well-run, well-financed system of public 
education which is accessible and available to 
all regardless of economic circumstances 
Having said that then, and believed that then 
I have now gone full circle, and I think that 
now the only thing that could save the public 
school system from itself is a some kind of 
injection of the private sector into the public 
school system I think George Deukmejlan's 
instincts in 1983, 1984 were right, and I think 
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mine were wrong I probably helped to convince 
him, although had he got into that, it would 
have been incredibly controversial 
Let me ask you on the question of education, 
primary through the twelve, was this a 
difficult issue so far as working with the 
legislature was concerned 9 

It was, but the biggest problem was Bill Honig 
With the legislature we actually worked out our 
differences on most things And the governor 
who put probably more dollars into education 
than any governor since Pat Brown was made to 
look a scrooge when it came to education 
That was the public perception 

That was the public perception, it clearly was, 
and yet the facts belie that 

And Honig you would say would be responsible 9 
And Honig was responsible for that It was the 
big lie, and I think now the public, having 
seen what has happened in the last three years 
has a much fonder view [of George Deukmejian]— 
I mean I run into people all the time that talk 
about the good old days, even people working 
for the Teacher’s Association Yet they made a 
scrooge out of George Deukmejian The same 
thing with the public employees You know, the 
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public employees, CSEA [California State 
Employees Association] gave the governor a 
terrible time m the first few years of his 
administration, and yet he was incredibly 
generous to public employees because he 
believed that people who work in the public 
sector ought to be compensated adequately 
And, m fact, they received substantial 
increases during his time and, of course, 
people in the state college and university 
system and the University of California clearly 
did, as well, which was, m our view, how it 
should be It was nothing to be ashamed of, 
and it was nothing inappropriate People who 
are teaching at that level need to be 
adequately compensated 
Side B] 

8 , Side A] 

The public perception of Mr Deukmejian was as 
someone who was dour and humorless, and 
sometimes even mean-spirited That is not the 
man you have been talking to me about here Do 
you regard this as something of a failure, that 
is not being able to get across to the public 
what he was really like 7 
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I don't regard it as a personal failure, or as 
a staff failure, or his own failure because 
George Deukmejian was and is shy, and kind of 
introverted, and that gives the impression to 
people of being dour, and of not having a good 
sense of humor In fact, he has a terrific 
sense of humor He can be incredibly funny 
If I have a problem or a concern, it was that 
the people out on the street, and even the 
people in the news media could never see the 
George Deukmejian that I saw and that I knew 
because he would not allow that He was a very 
private human being 

Did you ever say to him, "Governor, loosen up 
here 0 " 

I did And he actually did loosen up 
There was a press conference where he came m 
with a cup of coffee and bantered with the 
reporters and that was quite noteworthy because 
the press thought that was such a change 
He definitely did, to use your phrase, loosen 
up But he could never be totally at ease with 
people he did not know, and so, I always 
regretted the fact that the average guy on the 
street didn't know the guy that I knew Having 
said that, I tell you, people trust George 
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Deukme^ian While they believe he may have 
been dour and may have believed, many of them, 
that he didn't have a good sense of humor or 
that he could even be "mean-spirited," to use 
your phrase, I think deep down, people felt 
that this man was incredibly honest, was 
incredibly sincere, and was a man who would 
take a position and stand by it, stand firm in 
his views, that he was not a finger-in-the-wind 
politician, and because of that, people 
respected him They did then, they do today 
But the other side the lighter side of his 
personality, by and large, did not come through 
because he did not permit people to see it He 
didn't allow the press into his home He 
didn't allow the press to spend time with his 
family He was very protective of his family, 
of the privacy of his family life, of his wife 
and his children, and so people couldn't see 
him interrelate with them in more human-like 
things Even though he has a wonderful family 
life, almost a paradigm of what family life 
should be 

Let me shift back to politics and policy here 
One of the issues after the census is 


reapportionment and redistnctmg This came 
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up m 1980 and was finally signed off just as 
Jerry Brown was leaving office, and the 
legislature thought it was all through, and 
along comes Mr Sebastiani with his 
initiative 1 and the governor is under some 
pressure from one side or the other Could you 
give me the governor's office perspective on 
reapportionment after 1982 and the Sebastiani 
initiative 9 

MERKSAMER Well, it was a terrible situation On the one 
hand, the governor has a role to play as party 
leader to try to insure a redistrictmg that is 
fair, and fair redistrictmg should lead to 
more Republican seats, so a fair redistrictmg 
would also have a partisan advantage to it By 
the same token, there is nothing more dear to a 
legislator's heart than whether or not he is 
going to get re-elected I learned that first 
hand I think I told you in one of the earlier 
interviews that I was the principal staff to 
the reapportionment commission, and remember 
I'm twenty-two years old and I've got 
legislators coming in to my office by the hour. 


1 Mr Sebastiani*s proposed initiative was never placed on 
the ballot and hence was never designated with a proposition 
number 
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checking m and looking at maps I learned 
then that there is nothing dearer to a 
legislator's life than his district, a nice 
safe district It's something that they fight 
to the death over The Sebastiani initiative 
and the whole reapportionment thing put us 
between a rock and a hard spot because to the 
extent that you fulfill your obligations as a 
party leader, you diminish your ability to 
achieve consensus on state policy issues It 
does stir up the pot and make it more difficult 
on other matters, and it did 
The Sebastiani initiative, just by way of 
summary, was not necessarily popular with 
Republicans either The Republicans and 
Democrats had apparently agreed on 
reapportionment The plan Brown signed off on, 
the Republicans m the assembly and the senate, 
especially in the senate, were not that unhappy 
with it 
Right 

But then, there was the congressional plan that 
[Congressman A Phillip] Phil Burton had done, 
and there was considerable unhappiness with 
that 
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Yes 
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And my understanding is that some of that 
unhappiness came from Washington, that it came 
from the Reagan administration, who would have 
liked to have seen even more Republicans 
elected m California Did you hear from them 7 
Not much, but we did hear from Republican 
members of congress, you know, [Congressman 
William M ] Bill Thomas We heard from 
Republican members of congress, but I don't 
recall 

Ed Meese didn't call 7 

No I don't recall Ed Meese called on a 
number of things I don't recall him calling 
on that 

What would Ed Meese call you on from the White 
House 7 

Well, he would call on criminal justice 
matters, if they wanted the governor to be 
aware of something, or get active m something, 
unitary tax issues, there were a number of 
issues like that 

I need to get back to reapportionment for a 
minute, the California Supreme Court voided the 
initiative election which the governor had set 
for December, 1983 The state Supreme Court 


under Rose Bird decided that since the 
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constitution set reapportionment only once m a 
decade, there could not be a reapportionment 
vote It was a very controversial decision 
Then the governor went and sponsored a 
Reapportionment Commission Did you have much 
of a part in that 7 

Well, he sponsored his own initiative 1 Well, 
we were involved m it, and then Sal Russo, who 
was at that point deputy chief of staff, left 
the office to go run the campaign 
This was on the 1984 ballot 7 
Yes 

And it lost 
Yes 

How do you explain the loss of that 7 The 
governor had put some real effort into that, 
had he not 7 

Oh, yes, we raised three or four or five 
million dollars, and put a lot of effort into 
it We ran a lousy campaign Well, I would 
explain it two ways One, the public doesn't 
care about redistnctmg, it is not an issue 
that they care about It's not an issue that 
they focus on, and they cannot relate to it in 


Proposition 39, November, 1984 
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terms of the ultimate making of public policy, 
they don't see the relationship between 
districts and who ultimately gets elected It's 
too difficult a connection for the average guy 
to reach, even though it is, obviously, very 
connected And then the other part of it just 
goes to the campaign, it was not a good 
campaign I feel that we bear some 
responsibility for that because we delegated it 
to Russo, and I probably did not spend as much 
time as I should have 

What was wrong with that campaign from your 
side of it* 3 

We did not make the connection to the voters 
between the importance of districts and the 
importance of fair lines and effective 
representation It just became a partisan 
political ploy on our part It was 
characterized that way 

You are talking now about the Democrats' 

campaign against it 

Yes 

Which was very clever 

They did a very good job, much better a job 


than we did 
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If I recall correctly, this called for a 
commission of retired judges, and I take it the 
governor thought and the people who drew it up 
thought that it would be the most experienced 
and least controversial group of people to 
undertake this Yet, the Democrats were able, 
quite skillfully, to kind of talk about 
backroom boys and political appointments 
Right, they ran a very good campaign 
Did you find yourself kind of secretly admiring 
them 0 

Sure, I thought they did an excellent job I 
admire good campaign work, whether it's done by 
us or by someone else, and they did a much 
better job than we did They deserve a great 
deal of credit for that campaign 
I can understand the governor getting involved 
in the Sebastiani business Sebastiani was 
kind of a loose cannon, and not popular with 
his own party, right 7 He set m motion 
something that really couldn f t be ignored m a 
way, and yet, you must have gotten feedback 
from people in your party and the party asking, 
what the hell are you doing 7 All you're doing 
is causing yourself trouble 
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But we also had a tremendous amount of pressure 
from the Assembly Republican Caucus, Mr 
Naylor's caucus, to get involved m this and 

He said, "Do it " 

Right 

[T Anthony] Tony Quinn, who I mentioned to 
you, and who, you know, and is very 
knowledgeable in reapportionment matters, is of 
the mind that one of things that soured the 
relationship between the Republicans and the 
Democrats in the assembly especially m the 
1980s was the continually squabbling over 
reapportionment 
He's right 

That had a very divisive effect, and I guess 
what I'm wondering is if I worked in the 
governor's office, I'd say, "Gee, Governor, do 
we really want to do this 7 " 

That was said 

And the governor said, "Yes, let's do it " 

No, there was a great deal of staff division on 
that I was reluctant to do it, to be quite 
honest I was the moderate on this issue 
For these very reasons 7 
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Exactly the reasons that you say I felt the 
primary goal was to govern, and while I'm a 
partisan Republican, I felt that the downside 
of getting involved outweighed the upside and I 
was against it Maybe, not strongly against 
it I didn't go to the wall against it, but I 
was against it Sal Russo was very much in 
favor of it, and the political types were very 
much in favor of it, and the Republican caucus 
members in the assembly were very much in favor 
of it Not so much m the senate and it was a 
very tough call for the governor, but that's 
the call the governor made And I think the 
governor carefully weighed both sides, and he 
was definitely divided himself It was not a 
decision that was easy, and it was sort of like 
do we agree that this is the right thing to do 7 
I think he felt this is the best way to go 
It's sort of to choose between a rock and a 
hard place, and so I'm going to choose the 
rock 

Once the Supreme Court decides that this 
initiative, the Sebastiani initiative, cannot 
be on the ballot in December of 1993, then the 
reapportionment commission initiative is 
launched by the governor's office I guess one 
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of my questions here is, this could never have 
done the governor much good unless I'm wrong 
about the timing, would it have re-done the 
boundaries right away’ Would it have done the 
governor much good’ 

Yes, it would have done the governor a lot of 
good 

In that sense, it would have 
If it had passed it would have changed the 
legislature, and remember, we were having 
difficulty with the legislature But, anyway, 
it was a close call and those were not easy 
decisions, those were difficult decisions 
This just kind of continued the conflict that 
began in the first year with the legislature 
Right, it clearly exacerbated it 
When you would meet with the Big Five that you 
mentioned, would this be a frequent topic of 
conversation’ 

No, maybe it would be joked about I mean it's 
true that feelings ran deep and it's true that 
there were differences, but it is also true 
that when you get these folks m the same room, 
they are pretty civil to one another They 
demonstrate a respect for one another and the 
tone of the private meetings that took place. 
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even at the very worst of times, was all very 
civil and very responsible 

You know, I wanted to ask you about Rose Bird, 
and the 1986 election that removed her and 
[Associate Justice] Cruz Reynoso and [Associate 
Justice] Joseph Grodm from the Supreme Court 
A lot of people, the inside people, will say 
the death penalty was not the real issue here 
or the real motivator It was reapportionment 
that was the real motivator That's what put 
the Republican establishment behind her 
removal, that's what put the governor squarely 
behind her removal When, for example, the 
Supreme Court ruled the Sebastiani initiative 
off the ballot, Willie Brown was quoted as 
saying, "Well, we can thank Rosie and the 
Supremes" for this 

I would say that's overstated Look, it's 
overstated, I think, m terms of the governor's 
involvement It's not overstated m terms of, 

I think that that helped galvanize the assembly 
Republican members and the senate Republican 
members, but the governor and myself, and 
others were very much opposed to Rose Bird, not 
just because of her views on the death penalty 
and public safety m general, but because we 
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felt she was fundamentally unqualified for that 
post The governor was very courageous in 1983 
m the sense that he opposed the recall 
People forget that, and he opposed the recall 
of Rose Bird that Mike Curb supported because 
he felt that it's inappropriate to use recall 
against someone simply because you disagree 
with them, or because you think they are 
unqualified You would recall someone if they 
commit a crime or something like that But 
when it is time to be on the ballot, as you 
know a Supreme Court justice goes on the ballot 
every twelve years, you get to signify up or 
down, and that's the appropriate way to signify 
down if you believe the person (a) makes bad 
decisions, or (b) is unqualified And that's 
what he did I would say that m George 
Deukmejian's case, it went more toward her 
views on public safety issues, and more towards 
her basic qualification or lack of 
qualification for the job, but, in terms of 
galvanizing Republicans across the state, I 
think you may have a point in the sense that 
the redistricting decision, reapportionment 
decision may have had that, probably did have 
that, impact because they didn't care as much 
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about the public safety issues, let's say, as 
we did But that was Deukmejlan 1 s strongest 
concern 

He was way out m front in terms of opposition 

to her 

Absolutely 

Do you recall discussing how' 5 
Sure 

How that should be handled 9 

Well, it has to be done a little carefully 

There was never any doubt with her, the doubt 

was the extent to which we were going to oppose 

Cruz Reynoso and Joe Grodin, and that was 

difficult 

Why so 9 

Well Cruz Reynoso, who I know quite well 
And is an able man 

Well, I disagree with Cruz on virtually 
everything, but Cruz is certainly qualified to 
be on the court, and he is a decent human 
being He is a very nice man Joe Grodin, 
actually, is not only a decent human being, but 
was an intellectually superior individual, who 
by the way, I'm told, I've never met him, but 
my wife tells me that he is her third cousin, 
something like that 
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Is he a Berkeley law professor 7 

You know, I don't remember if he was or not 

But it was hard, do we take a position against 

Cruz and that took a great deal of discussion 

Ultimately, we decided to do it because the 

public would be confused, how we could support 

one and not the other, just throw them all out, 

and it was very unfortunate because any other 

year, any other time, both Grodin and Reynoso 

would have been renominated 

Was part of your thinking m opposing them, 

too, to have a decisive voice on the make-up of 

court 7 

Sure It also gave the governor three 
appointments, and you could argue, and I do 
argue that one of the most important 
responsibilities the governor has, maybe the 
most important responsibility, is who he puts 
on the court I mean, the governor has been 
out of office now since 1990, and his Supreme 
Court is making decisions today that will last 
These people will be there for another four, 
five, six, seven or eight years 
Did he not put everyone on that court except 
Stanley Mosk 7 
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Well, yes, at the time Justice [Edward A ] 
Panelli retired, and of course, Pete Wilson 
just appointed his replacement, and then 
[Ronald W ] Ron George was appointed by Pete 
Wilson, so Pete Wilson has two appointments 
now, and Justice Mosk is the third Then 
Governor Deukmejian has four I need to take 
one more break 
Sure 

[Interruption] 

I want to ask you one other about the Rose Bird 
recall How much of a role did you all play in 
the campaign itself 9 
In the recall 9 

No, I'm sorry, I meant the voting against her 

We were not involved 

The governor didn't raise any money 9 

Well, I don’t want to say he didn't raise any 

money, he may have gone to some fundraisers 

We didn't run the campaign, other people ran 

the campaign 

Who ran it 9 

I think it was the Dolphin Group 
Which is a political consulting firm 
It is the group that Deukmejian had let go, 
that was Bill Roberts' group, and I think 
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[State Senator H R ] Bill Richardson was very 
active m it Deukmejian may have had a fund 
raiser for them, I'm not saying he didn’t do 
that, but we were not active m the campaign at 
all 

Did he assign anyone of you to kind of keep an 
eye on how it and see how it was going 9 
No, we didn’t do that, other than what we read 
in the newspapers, no We didn’t go to any of 
the strategy meetings We were not part of the 
campaign 

The governor would frequently make statements 
that would include criticisms of these three 
people 

Oh, absolutely 

That was not coordinated, it was merely 
coincidental 

Well, it was not coordinated 

I guess that’s the answer to my question It 
was not coordinated 

It was not coordinated Absolutely, it was not 
coordinated, but we knew that it benefitted the 
campaign 

Your campaign for Governor Deukmejian's 
reelection and the other one, both 
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No, the other campaign But, it was not 
coordinated, and we did not know m advance 
what we would be saying We did not know when 
we would be saying it, so there was no 
coordinated effort, but I would not say it was 
coincidental We were not stupid, we knew 
there was a campaign going on and we wanted to 
influence it But we'd influence it 
independent of the actual campaign 
Let me say what the thinking behind my question 
is The governor was very upfront on this 
issue He did not want to lose, so he probably 
felt pretty good about the chances that she and 
the others would be turned out of office, but I 
guess my thinking is that if I were the 
governor and his chief of staff and we are out 
front on this campaign, I would kind of want to 
make sure that it was being run right, so it 
will be successful 

No, it was just the opposite, I felt that just 
the opposite, if they blew it, I didn't want to 
be a part of it And if they said something 
that was inappropriate, or went too far—Bill 
Richardson has that tendency—we didn't want to 
be a part of it So, we would stake out our 
own position and our own rationale for why she 



303 


SENEY 


MERKSAMER 

SENEY 


MERKSAMER 

SENEY 

MERKSAMER 


should not be reelected, independent of the 
position and the rationale that the campaign 
took, and we did 

You know, this brings me to a question you 
mentioned earlier on of how much time the 
governor spent on judicial appointments, and 
how important he thought them to be Now one 
of the things that I know Governor Reagan when 
he became president realized is that the 
judicial appointments he made m California 
were on the whole too old, and when he made his 
federal judicial appointments, many of them 
were quite young as a matter of fact and that 
was very much in their thinking Did Governor 
Deukmejian think about age? 

Yes 

I don't know if there are any exceptions to 
this rule, but the Superior Court Judge 
appointments which he could appoint were almost 
always Municipal Court Judges 
Right, and Appellate Court Judges were almost 
always Superior Court Judges 

And the Supreme Court Judges had been on the 
Appellate Court? 

Right He felt strongly about that He also 
felt strongly about bringing young people into 
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it as much as possible because obviously, if 
you put someone on the Supreme Court who is 
fifty and you give him twenty or twenty-five 
years, you're going to have a lot more impact 
than if you put someone on the court who is 
seventy and you can give them two or three 
years 

And he understood that this was one of his most 
enduring legacies 

Absolutely I would say m some respects he 
probably thought it was his most enduring 
legacy Remember, George Deukmejian ran for 
governor first and foremost because he wanted 
to restore public safety to California He 
cared deeply about public safety, he cared 
deeply about the courts, and so in terms of a 
personal interest, I would say he had the most 
personal interest in that 

You know, I don't mean to divert you here, but 
I've got to ask you this since you've just 
spoken to him this weekend, and in the news 
there's been an incident of a young American in 
Singapore who was caned for vandalism Did 
this come up at all in your discussion with the 
governor^ Did he express a view on whether 
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this might be an appropriate punishment to add 
to the, should we say, repertoire 7 
We talked about it a little 
And what is your view 7 

I think that some forms of corporal punishment 
for minor offenses make a lot more sense than 
locking someone up, putting them in San 
Quentin I am not suggesting that caning is a 
healthy experience, but I suspect there is a 
reason why Singapore has one of the lowest 
crime rates in the world, maybe the lowest 
crime rate Darrel Arnold is a good friend of 
mine and is the former ambassador to Singapore, 
and he says that it's absolutely unbelievable 
There is no graffiti, there is no drugs, 
because young people know they'll pay a price 
It's not that they will be locked up, they're 
going to be caned, and that has a more direct 
impact on you than being locked up It's also 
more cost efficient to cane someone and let 
them go than it is to put them m prison at a 
cost of $30,000 per prisoner per year So, I 
would say this, I would be against what the 
Saudi Arabians do such as cutting off a finger 
or cutting off a hand, I think that goes too 
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far, but from what I understand, caning, I 
don't necessarily think that does go overboard 
Governor Deukmejian didn't think so either 
No, I don't think so I think that he felt 
that maybe they've got something there 
Again, you said that you would take some part 
m judicial appointments, but that the governor 
played a big part 

That was the one area that I sort of had the 
discretion to get involved to any extent I 
wanted I would say in judicial appointments, 
that was done primarily by the governor and 
Marvin Baxter, and while I would sign off on 
everything and I review it, I rarely 
participated m interviews 

Would he interview everyone he was appointing 
to the Supreme Court, the Appellate Court' 3 
Every Supreme Court nominee, certainly, and I 
think every Appellate Court nominee unless he 
knew them very well, and some others, but I 
would only sit m on the Supreme Court 
interviews, never in any other interviews, but 
primarily, that judgment was made by himself 
and Marvin Baxter They really worked very 
much as a team on judicial appointments, and 
that was something that George Deukmejian, 
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himself, as I said, took very seriously, and 
was directly involved in and made every single 
judgment ultimately himself 

Let me jump ahead a little because I want to 
ask you about Mr [Dan] Lungren's appointment 
as State Treasurer, and you know, I'm 
embarrassed to say I can't really say when Mr 
Unruh died and when that appointment was made 
About 1987 or thereabouts 
It was that late 7 
Yes 

Were you involved m that at all 7 
Yes I was outside the governor's office, but 
I was still involved in these discussions with 
the governor 

Were there a number of people the governor had 
in mind or was it pretty much Mr Lungren all 
along when the decision was made on this first 
appointment 7 

I would say the governor considered Mr Lungren 
and Mr Maddy, and decided on Mr Lungren for a 
number of reasons, first of all, he knew him 
from Long Beach for many years, and Brian 
Lungren was on the governor's staff Brian 
Lungren was actually a deputy of mine 
He's the brother 
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He's the brother of Mr Lungren 

And a campaign consultant 9 

Well, he's not anymore, he was a campaign 

consultant Now he's in Tahoe doing other 

things, but the problem with putting Senator 

Maddy was Mr Maddy was a very effective 

senator, and to take him out of senate, he was 

the Republican leader of the senate 

Let me turn this over 

Side A] 

8, Side B] 

Was there another problem with Mr Maddy 
because at one point he had admitted that he 
had smoked marijuana 9 

I don't think that was ultimately a problem for 
the governor, although, I won't say the 
governor wasn't bothered by that It's one 
thing when a young man in college experiments, 
it's another thing when a mature adult who is a 
member of the legislature experiments, and 
George Deukmejian has a very strict view on 
things like that And so, I'm not going to say 
that didn't bother him, I don't think that is 


what made the difference 
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Mr Lungren is certainly more conservative than 
Mr Maddy I think even more conservative than 
Mr Deukmejian, would you say 7 

In many respects, he is more conservative than 
Mr Deukmejian, absolutely, and that I would 
say 

Now, the appointment went through the assembly 
Yes 

But it didn't make it through the senate 
No 

Just barely, by one vote 
[Senator] Quentin Kopp's 

He became Transportation Committee Chairman 
Right, according to Dan Lungren, he had 
committed to vote for him David Robert 1 
apparently promised him to be Transportation 
Committee Chair—I am told all this 
This was all reported m the press So, it cost 
him the appointment 

So Kopp switched his vote, and it cost him the 
appointment But it worked out for the better 
m Dan Lungren's case because he became 
attorney general, and I think that attorney 
general is a much better position than to be 


the treasurer 
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Did the governor work hard on behalf of Mr 
Lungren 7 

Yes, but again, I was not in the governor's 
office at the time, X was in private practice 
From everything I know, from talking to the 
governor, and from talking to the governor's 
staff, the governor did work hard 
He was more than just upset, was he not 7 
Yes He was very angry 

And there was some ambiguity he suggested in 
the law 

Well, actually, a lawsuit was filed, this firm 
[Nielsen, Merksamer] was retained to handle the 
law suit, and we went to the California Supreme 
Court, and we lost 
Tell us about the case 

Well, the person who argued the case from the 
other side was at that point Chief Assistant 
Attorney General [Richard D ] Dick Martland who 
is now a member of this law firm, but anyway 

Did he impress you enough to hire him 7 
Right, he did a wonderful 30 b, but it was a 
very close case It had to do with how you 
interpreted a provision of the statute, and 
frankly, it could have gone either way I 
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think the court made a mistake I think the 
court should have gone the other way I have 
reason to believe just from some things I've 
been told that it was a very close decision 
My guess is it was four to three, but because 
it was such a controversial issue, the court 
then decided to make it unanimous, and it came 
out seven zip I don't think it was originally 
seven zip 

Do they do that in these kinds of cases 
Yes, on a question like this, let's say they 
got four votes one way, three the other, but 
it's a very politicized issue, they will 
persuade oftentimes, or try to persuade the 
three to make it unanimous so it looks less 
divisive 

The governor's argument was that both houses 
would have to vote against the appointment in 
order to reject it The other side argued that 
both houses had to vote m favor, and that's 
essentially the way the court came down 
Right 

Then [California State Treasurer] Tom Hayes was 

appointed 

Right 
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Did the governor say 1*111 going to appoint 
someone who is going to [be] easy to get 
through 9 

That was part of it, I think 
He was the legislative auditor 9 
He was the auditor general, and he was a very 
fair and balanced guy, and I think the governor 
just didn't want to battle, and wanted to just 
get somebody in that post who was qualified and 
who could be confirmed 

What was the governor's reading of the senate's 
rejection of Mr Lungren 9 

It was pure politics much like the rejection of 
Michael Franchetti The senate was also afraid 
that Lungren would become a major player 
politically and may ultimately run for the 
governor from treasurer, and so they wanted to 
basically end his political career They said 
it In irony, it worked out that he is now 
attorney general, so he's probably in a 
stronger position to run for governor or United 
States senator than he would have been had he 
been elected treasurer 

So they had this larger Democratic party 
interest in mind when they did this 
Right 
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You know, it's interesting to some extent here 

that Willie Brown went along with this 

Yes 

And David Roberti did not 
Yes 

And the public perception is that the assembly 
is more partisan than the senate 
It was never our experience Look, Willie 
Brown went along with the mansion, Willie Brown 
supported Mike Franchetti, Willie Brown 
certainly supported Dan Lungren, Willie Brown 
was the key component of passing a great deal 
of our legislation, not the least of which, 
which we did not discuss, was how we resolved 
the 1983 budget crisis 
Let's do that now 

Well, m a nutshell, and well, and it's a long 
story, but, basically, the governor was very 
adamant against tax increases We ultimately 
agreed on a plan whereby if the economy did not 
come back up to a certain point by a certain 
date, it would trigger a sales tax increase 
That's what the Democrats demanded 
No, we proposed it 
Did you 9 
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We proposed it as a solution, we never thought 
the trigger would be pulled 
And it wasn't 

And it wasn't, but it was interesting, the 
trigger, if it were to be pulled, taxes would 
go up a bit, sales taxes, and when then the 
economy got better, taxes would come down by 
the same amount they went up, so that over a 
gross period of time, there would be no new net 
tax increase on the people of this state That 
was the deal, Willie Brown was instrumental m 
helping us get that package through the 
legislature I have said this before, and will 
say this again, that Willie Brown was George 
Deukmejian's partner m 1983 in saving the 
state of California from bankruptcy Our 
problem, quite frankly, were the assembly 
Republicans and the senate Democrats And 
during a great deal of the first term, the 
problem was the assembly Republicans and the 
senate Democrats, although after about a year, 
things settled down with the Republicans, but 
George Deukme^ian was plagued by senate 
Democrats his entire term The assembly from 
our point of view, was always the less partisan 
body 
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Back to the 1983 budget business Am I right 
in recalling that the governor wanted to roll 
forward some of that budget deficit and the 
price the Democrats wanted for that was 
essentially this triggered tax increase 
No, the governor wanted to roll over half the 
deficit and pay it off over an eighteen month 
period, it was an eighteen month fiscal rescue 
plan The Democrats wanted tax increases as 
their price We said, "No " The triggered tax 
increase was our compromise which they 
accepted 

Because the judgment on your part was that the 

economy was going to improve 

And the trigger would never be pulled 

That enough tax revenue would come in to cover 

this deficit, the Democrats thought the other 

way 

That the economy would not improve, therefore, 
the trigger tax increase would come in, and 
they would have us on a tax increase issue 
Your judgment was right 

Right Our judgment was right on that one 
What were the other elements that are important 
to mention in the budget crisis' 5 
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Looking back now it sounds very easy, but I 
remember when we tried to get the assembly 
Republicans to participate m this deal, 
originally they balked and the governor was 
virtually m tears at a press conference because 
he thought he had failed 

Are you talking about that point at which he 
agreed to leave some tax loopholes closures 7 
No I am talking about when we are trying to put 
this last deal together and the assembly 
Republicans refused to go for the trigger tax 
increase, and the governor called a press 
conference and said that it's all over It's 
very scary when you think back, and we thought 
maybe we won't have a budget, what happens when 
you don't have a budget Now I know enough to 
know that won't ever happen You always have a 
budget It is a question of time, but when it's 
your first time up there, and you've never been 
through it before, it's quite a scary thing I 
gave you my normal hours from 730AM to 7 30 
PM At that point, we were literally working 
6 00 the morning until midnight every night, 
seven days a week The first six months of the 
administration when we dealt with this issue were 


absolute hell The schedule I gave you for 
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myself and for the governor was the average 
schedule 

The normal routine 7 

Yes, the first six months, it was fourteen, 
fifteen hours a day, seven days a week 
Now we're accustomed to last minute budgets and 
patchwork arrangements, but this was really kind 
of the beginning of the state's fiscal problems 
that we have had for more than a decade 
Right, however, after the first year, things 
settled down and fiscal integrity and stability 
were restored, and by 1986, the end of the first 
term, there was two or three billion dollars m 
surplus 

Was that the year it was returned 7 

Yes, a billion and a half dollars was returned to 

the voters, and then 1987 was good, 1988 was 

good, and '89 is when the budget started having 

some difficulties and '90, the governor's last 

year is the first time there were serious 

difficulties 

And he left Mr Wilson m some difficulties, did 
he not 7 

Yes, I'm not familiar with it because I wasn't 
there, but there were some budget difficulties, 
but I would argue and he would argue, that they 
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were not left by him They were, to some extent, 
created by the people by the initiative process 
When you take Proposition 98, 1 where 40 percent 
of the general fund is automatically allocated 

SENEY That was one of Mr Honig's presents to you, was 

it not 7 

MERKSAMER Yes, that was a disaster, and Proposition 99, 2 

the tobacco tax I have no problem with raising 
tobacco taxes, but there is a problem when you 
specify that it can only be spent for certain 
programs, and that it can't be spent in a way 
that the legislature and the governor deem 
appropriate And there were all kinds of little 
special funds that were being created for little 
pet projects which is very bad, it's ballot box 
budgeting, and it's very, very bad and it's very 
contrary to the broad public interest 
SENEY Well, the governor's hands have been 

significantly tied since Proposition 13 
MERKSAMER That's absolutely right The governor and the 
legislature have effective control of 15 or 16 
percent of the budget The rest of it is on 


November, 1988 
z November, 1988 
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automatic pilot, either through statute or 
through constitutional amendments or through 
judicial decisions they have, and that's one of 
the reasons we have a structural deficit which, 
m my view, we will continue to have in 
perpetuity until we change the constitution and 
make some other fundamental changes We only 
have forty billion dollars m the general fund, 
but we are spending eighty billion dollars this 
year When you count all the special funds, when 
you count all the federal funds that are flowing 
through this state—you know Medi-Cal, for 
example, is a fourteen or fifteen billion dollar 
program, seven and a half billion of them come 
from the federal government We are spending 
eighty billion dollars m this state 
Bond funds' 7 
Bond funds, yes 

Let me ask you about the 1986 campaign Was 
there ever any question that Mr Deukmejian was 
going to run for reelection? 

No 

Just it was time to get started planning the 

campaign and let's get busy 

Right 

What role did you play in that? 
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Well, I remained as chief of staff, but as chief 
of staff, I did not run the campaign per se 
Larry Thomas, who was in governor*s office as 
press secretary, left the office to go run the 
campaign on a day-to-day basis Roger Ailes did 
the television work, Lance Torrance did the 
polling, Ken Khachigian was a consultant to the 
campaign, and I remained m the office 
Based on your success in *82, he must have really 
wanted you and told you 

I would say I had an oversee 
responsibility which I fulfilled on my own time 
outside the office I mean, you have to be very 
careful 
Right 

A lot of the campaign, of course, is run out of 
the office in the sense that where a governor 
goes, what a governor says all has political 
implications, and a chief of staff is m charge 
of that But in terms of the pure politics of 
it, what the television looks like, and the fund 
raising, that was done outside the office, and I 
certainly played a role, but on my own time 
outside the office 

Did you have a separate phone line** 

I had a separate phone line 
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For the campaign itself, so you could make phone 
calls 

Yes, I had a separate phone line on my desk, as 
did the governor, and I would go to the campaign 
office in the evenings, or on my vacation time, 
or whatever, and I separately logged that time, 
just so if anybody ever wanted to look, they 
could see that I actually kept a record 
Well, thanks to the opposition, you have to be 
very careful 

You have to be very careful, but that 1 s 
appropriate, and also because of my attorney 
general's background, I was very familiar with 
what the law was We actually had a memorandum 
m writing from Attorney General Van De Kamp 
which told us what we could do and couldn't do, 
including the fact that a chief of staff to the 
governor could travel with the governor at all 
times, even on campaign appearances because he 
had to be liaison with the state So, the 
governor's security, the governor's press person, 
the chief of staff and the advance people, even 
though they're on the public payroll, could go on 
any political event Beyond that, though, you 
really had to use private funds 
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When you went on one of these campaigns, say the 
governor is flying down to San Diego for a 
speech, would that be paid for by the campaign * 5 
Well, actually, under the law, it doesn't have to 
be because as chief of staff, you are there not 
in a campaign role, but you are there as the link 
to the state government 

What about the governor's transportation * 5 
If it was a political trip, it would be paid for 
out of campaign funds, and actually the way it 
worked, if I went with him and it was a pure 
political trip, my recollection was it was paid 
by the campaign, even though I don't think it had 
to be But, oftentimes, they*re mixed The 
governor would do some work, some government type 
work, and also some political type work, and you, 
basically, have an accounting problem You have 
two accounts 

In other words, if he's got government files m 
his lap on the airplane, he's obviously doing his 
30 b as governor 

Yes, but if he was going down for a political 
event for a political event only, it certainly 
would be paid for out of the political campaign 
But let's say, he was going to give a major 
speech on crime to the California Sheriffs' 
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Association and then he’s going to a campaign 
rally, you would have to figure out a way to 
account the different times 

I assume there was no problem with raising funds 

this time around 

None 

Money just flowed in 9 

Well, when you're an incumbent, it's easy to 
raise money 

Was there any doubt in your mind that Mr Bradley 
was going to be your opposition again, and was 
that who you were looking forward to 9 
Well, there was no doubt that he would be our 
opposition That’s who I wanted it to be, and 
there was no doubt in my mind that we would beat 
him 

Ever any question as the campaign is going on, 
it's getting tight, we better do this, we better 
do that 9 
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No 

You were pretty confident all along 

Very confident 

And it was a big win 

It was one of the largest landslides m 
California history I think it was a million, 
six hundred thousand votes, something like that 
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Did it make the governor feel good? 

It made the governor feel very good 

How about his chief of staff 9 

It made his chief of staff feel very good 

You must have considered that obviously a 

referendum on the governor's policies 

I felt it was He came here with a just a 

hundred thousand votes win, or just barely a 

hundred thousand votes, and in four years became 

clearly the most popular governor m recent 

times 

Did this make it easier to deal with the 

legislature when the election was over 9 

Yes, I think the governor had an easier time m 

the second four years than he did in the first 

four years, although I was only there for the 

first four months of 1987 I left May 1, 1987, 

but it was clearly easier at that point That's 

when I felt it was a good time for me to leave, I 

felt things were in good shape, and he should 

have a pretty good second term 

Was it a hard decision to leave 9 

Yes, it was a very hard decision, probably the 

hardest decision I've ever had to make 

Well, let me ask you, we've just have about ten 

more minutes on this tape As you decide to 
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leave, if I may say so, with your family's 
business, it's not a question of needing he 
money 

Right, money was never a consideration 

What were the things that went through your mind 

as you decided to leave^ 

I wanted to be out on my own m independent 
practice by the time I was forty Remember in 
our earlier conversations, I was leaving the 
attorney general's office when I was thirty to go 
into private practice George Deukmejian 
persuaded me to stay a year, and I ended up 
staying ten And not that I didn't enjoy every 
minute of it I loved it, I loved being chief of 
staff, and I loved helping to participate m the 
making of public policy and attempting to make a 
difference m people's lives and, hopefully, a 
positive difference m people's lives I loved 
the job I loved everything about the job, and I 
would like to believe that I did pretty well m 
the job I loved working for George Deukmejian 
As you have already noted, I have tremendous 
respect and affection for George Deukmejian and 
his family I loved working with everybody in 
the governor's office It was incredibly 
difficult for me to leave, but I felt that it was 
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time I was thirty-nine years old, I had served 
m public life now for fifteen, sixteen years 
When you add it all up, in the legislature, m 
the lieutenant governor's Office, in the attorney 
general's office, and for five and a half years 
or so, the governor's Office, and I just felt 
that if I was ever going to go into private 
practice, now was the time If I stayed a second 
term, then I'd be forty-four years old I just 
felt it would be harder and harder to do it, and 
so now was the time to do it And so I, m a 
very difficult moment, told the governor 
What did he say^ 

Well, he didn't want me to go, and I don't think 
he believed it I told him after the election 
We were at a Western Governors Conference m 
Arizona, and I believe it was the end of 
November, and I told him that I wanted to leave 
And I don't think he really believed it until 
maybe February, and then we set a date, and no 
one knew it, except him, of course, and everyone 
was just shocked I wanted to leave a certain 
way There were a couple of things I wanted to 
do First of all, from the moment I announced I 
was leaving, I wanted to only spend two or three 
weeks and get out I did not want to linger 
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Secondly, I did not want anyone to know where I 
was necessarily going I didn't feel it was 
appropriate to make any commitments to anyone 
while I was still in the governor's office, and I 
knew the moment I announced it I'd have a lot of 
people asking me if I wanted to join their law 
firms, you know, and I didn't want to make a 
decision And third, I was tired, and I wanted 
two or three months off, and I wanted a clear 
break, and that's how we worked it out 

It was George and my secret for three 
months, and then we announced it on April 3, or 4 
or 5 that I was leaving on May 1 We announced 
it at a senior staff meeting I told everyone I 
wanted everybody there as I had an important 
announcement and they knew something was 
happening because the governor joined us It was 
the only time the governor joined us for a senior 
staff meeting, so I think people knew something 
was up And then I made a very emotional 
statement to the staff that I was leaving, and we 
announced my successor at the same time And we 
wanted to do that so that the governor wouldn't 
lose a beat, so that things could go forward, and 
then I basically got out of there m three weeks 
Did you get your couple of months off* 3 


SENEY 
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Oh, yes I left May 1 and I did not start 
working until either July 1 or August 1 I don't 
remember now, but I took that much time off, 
absolutely 

And at that point, you and Mr Nielsen put 
together the law firm 9 

No, his law firm was put together I had eleven 
or twelve law firms contact me, including this 
one and I actually seriously considered seven of 
them I had three which I considered finalists 
and which I literally spent hours and hours with 
There must be a lot of details to be worked out 
Oh, yes, a lot of details, and ultimately, I 
decided that this firm made the most sense for 
me, and Nielsen went with me What became known 
as Nielsen, Merksamer was formed I came here, I 
don't remember if it was July or August, but it 
was some time in the latter part of the summer 
But I definitely took my break 
Do you miss politics 9 

I am still interested in politics, I am still 
very much involved and very active, but yes, I 
miss government I mean, I don't miss the day to 
day stuff as much as I thought and I love what 
I'm doing The only time I truly kind of miss it 
is when the state has a, you know, tremendous 
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crisis I would have loved to have been chairing 
the Emergency Operations Council during the riots 
m L A , and those kinds of things 
That's exciting 

Yes It is, and it's challenging, but, overall, 

I don't miss it Sometimes, I think that I 
should get back into public life at some point 
Do you think that call will come someday 7 
It might, I won't rule it out, but if I never get 
back into public life, I will not die 
unfulfilled But, on the other hand, I sometimes 
feel that we have an obligation, we got into this 
on the first tape, this country has been 
extremely good to my family You know where my 
roots are, and you know what my family has gone 
through I don't want to get maudlin here, but 
as they say, "only m America," and there comes a 
point in time, I think, when you have to pay it 
back And I feel that I have given fourteen 
years, or fifteen years of my life to public 
service when I could have done a lot of other 
things I feel that I have paid my dues, but I 
also feel that there is nothing more important 
than your country and your state, and so, I may 
consider getting back m at some point I don’t 
know exactly how or when, but I certainly haven't 
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ruled it out The problem with either running 
for office, or holding office as an appointed 
position, you have to give up a lot m terms of 
your family, and I think if I were to do it, I 
would want my children to be older and maybe even 
m college and those kinds of things I don't 
think it is good when you have young children, 
and that also influenced me to leave I wanted to 
spend more time with my children I also knew my 
father was sick, and my dad really wanted to see 
me in the private sector, and that also had a 
bearing on my decision No one knew my dad was 
ill, other than the immediate family, and I was 
glad that I was able to leave then, and join a 
law firm and achieve some degree of independent 
success while he lived My last day m office as 
chief of staff was May 1, 1987, and on May 1, 

1988 I was burying my father, so it was one year 
to the day that I left 

Well, unless there's anything else you'd like to 
say, I think that's about it You provided us a 
lot of information and an insight into you as a 
person 

I enjoyed it I found it to an interesting 
experience and I also found it a therapeutic one 
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[End Tape 8, 


I want to thank you especially on behalf of the 
archives for taking part m this project We 
very much appreciate it, and for all the future 
scholars who read this, it's a great insight into 
the Deukmejian administration and into you as 
well 

I hope you found it interesting, and I hope other 
people will find it interesting and not too 
boring 

I know they won't Thank you 
Side B] 
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Driscoll and White, 
List 

180 

John Doolittle 

Member, California 
State Senate, 
1981-1991 

Driscoll and White, 
List 

181 
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David Caffrey 

Assistant to 

Mr Merksamer 

Steven Merksamer 

185 

Elsie Nakamoto 

Secretary to 

Mr Merksamer 

Steven Merksamer 

185 

Bobby Jones 

Secretary to 

Mr Merksamer 

Steven Merksamer 

185 

Ted Brunsma 

Interim Appointment 
Chief for Governor 
Deukmejian 

Los Ancreles Times. 
12/31/82, Sec I,p 3 

186 

John Hay 

President, 
California Chamber 
of Commerce 

Steven Merksamer 

186 

David Swoap 

Director of 

Social Welfare 

California Journal, 
Feb 83, p 76 

187 

Gordon 

Von Fleck 

Secretary of 
Resources Agency 

California Journal. 
Feb 83, p 76 

188 

Shirley Chilton 

Secretary of 
Consumer Affairs 

California Journal. 
Feb 83, p 76 

190 

Gordon Duffy 

Secretary of Air 
Resources Board 

California Journal. 
Feb 83, p 76 

191 

Clare L 
Berryhill 

Director of Food 
and Agriculture 
Agency, California 

California Journal. 
Feb 83, p 76 

192 

Kenneth L 

Maddy 

Member, California 
State Senate, 

1979 to date 

Driscoll and White, 
List 

193 

George R 

Moscone 

Member, California 
State Senate, 
1967-1976 

Driscoll and White, 
List 

194 

Larry Thomas 

Press Secretary 
to Governor 
Deukmejian 

California Journal. 
Feb 83, p 76 

199 

James W 

Robinson 

Speech writer for 
Governor Deukmejian 

California Journal. 
Feb 83, p 77 

200 

A Thomas 

Quinn 

Chief of Staff to 
Secretary of State 

John C Bollens 
and G Robert 

202 
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Edmund G Brown, 

Jr , 1970-1974 

Williams, 

Jerry Brown 
(Palisades, CA, 1978) 
p 63 

t 

John 

Vasconcellos 

Member, California 
State Assembly, 
1967-to date 

Driscoll and White, 
List 

207 

Alfred E 
Alquist 

Member, California 
State Senate, 
1967-to date 

Driscoll and White, 
List 

207 

Mervyn Dymally 

Lt Governor of 

California, 

1974-1978 

Driscoll and White, 
List 

210 

Diane Watson 

Member, California 
State Senate, 
1979-to date 

Driscoll and White, 
List 

215 

Carol Hallett 

Member, California 
State Assembly, 
1977-1982 

Driscoll and White, 
List 

215 

Victor V 

Veysey 

Nominee, Director 
of Industrial 
Relations, 1982 

California Journal, 
Feb 83, p 76 

1983, p 76 

215 

John F 

Henning 

Lobbyist, 

California Labor 
Federation, AFL-CIO 

Directory of 
Lobbyists, 

Lobbying Firms, 
Lobbyist Employers, 
published by 

Secretary of State, 
Sacramento, CA , 

1991 

218 

Ron Rinaldi 

Director, 

Industrial 

Relations, 

1983-1987 

Dept of Industrial 
Relations, 

Sacramento, CA 

219 

David P 

Gardner 

President, 
University of 
California, 

1983-1992 

Los Anaeles Times. 
9/19/92, Sec A, 
p 28 

232 

Robert Gordon 
Sproul 

President, 
University of 

Office of the 
President, 

233 
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California, 

1930-1958 


Marvin Baxter 

Andrew Mendes 

Rodney King 
Vance Raye 

Robert 

Williams 

Richard 

Martland 

Paul Dobson 

William Honig 


W Ann 
Reynolds 


A Phillip 
Burton 


William M 
Thomas 


University of 
California, 

Oakland, CA 

Appointments California Journal , 243 

Secretary to Dec ‘84, p 498 

Governor Deukmejian 1984, p 498 

Director of Dept of Veterans 245 

Veterans Affairs, Affairs, 

1982- 1983 Sacramento, CA 

Assault victim San Francisco 268 

Chronicle 

Assistant to California Journal , 270 

Chief of Staff Dec *84, p 500 

Merksamer 

Assistant to Steven Merksamer 271 

Chief of Staff 

Merksamer 

Chief Assistant Steven Merksamer 271 

Attorney General 

Deputy Attorney Steven Merksamer 271 

General 

California Driscoll and White, 274 

Superintendent List 

of Public 
Instruction, 

1983- 1992 

Chancellor, California State 276 

California State University and 

University and Colleges, President's 

Colleges, Office, Sacramento, 

1980-1991 CA 

Member, United Driscoll and White, 288 

States House of List 

Representatives, 

1964-1983 

Member, United Driscoll and White, 289 

States House of List 

Representatives, 

1979-to date 
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T Anthony Republican Staff, T Anthony Quinn, 293 

Quinn California State Oral History 

Assembly Interview, conducted 

in 1993 by Donald B 
Seney, CSUS Oral 
History program for 
the California State 
Archives, State Oral 
Project 

Cruz Reynoso Associate Justice Driscoll and White, 296 

California State List 

Supreme Court, 

1982-1986 

Joseph Grodin Associate Justice, Driscoll and White, 296 

California State List 

Supreme Court, 

1982-1986 

Edward A Associate Justice, Los Angeles Times , 300 

Panelli California State 9/9/91, Sec A, p 1 

Supreme Court, 

1987-1993 

Ronald W Associate Justice, Los Angeles Times , 300 

George California State 9/9/91, Sec A , p 3 

Supreme Court, 

1991-to date 

Darrel Arnold Former United Steven Merksamer 305 

States Ambassador 
to Singapore 

Dan Lungren Attorney General Attorney General's 307 

of California, Office, Sacramento, 

1990-to date CA 

Brian Lungren Assistant to Steven Merksamer 307 

Mr Merksamer 

Quentin Kopp Member, California Office of Senator 309 

State Senate, Quentin Kopp, 

1987- to date Sacramento, CA 

Tom Hayes Treasurer of Treasurer's Office, 311 

California, Sacramento, CA 

1988- 1990 
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Roger Alias 


320 


Campaign Steven Merksamer 

Consultant to 
Governor Deukmejian, 

1986 
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